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Singh in crisis 

Three ministers quit to protest Chautala’s reappointment 


NEW DELHI, July 13 , (Agencies): Three government ministers resigned today 
catapulting the minority government of Prime Minister V.P. Singh into its deepest 
crisis since it came to power last year. 

a a S T mst °jl n ,f a Commerce Minister Arun Nehru, Energy Minister 
Anl Mohammed Khan and Junior Tourism Minister Satpal Malik has submit- 
ted their resignations to Singh. 

The resignations were in protest against the reappointment yesterday ofOm Prakush 
Chautala. the son of Deputy Prime Minister Devi Lai. as the chief minister or the 
northern slate of Haryana, the news agency said. 


157 killed in two days of fighting in Sri Lanka — Page 1 6 


UAE cutting output: Otaiba 


CAIRO. July l3.(UPl):The United 
Arab Emirates, whose overproduc- 
tion led to the current world glut of 
crude oil and a 30 per cent drop in 
prices, said today it will start cutting 
daily output immediately by up to 
500.000 barrels. 

"The UAE has immediately star- 
ted bringing its oil production down 
to the Opcc -decreed quota level it has 
accepted of 1.5 million barrels per 
day." UAE Oil Minister Mana Saeed 
Otuibu told a news conference in the 
U A E capital of Abu Dhabi. 

A report on the news conference by 
the Middle East New Agency was 
monitored here. 

The U A E has been pumping a bout 
2 million barrels of crude daily, 
nearly double the 1.1 -million-barrel 
limit assigned by the 13-nation 
Organisation of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries. 

Opcc unilaterally assigned the 
quota after the UAE refused any 
limit ai the organisation's semi- 
annual meeting in November and 
spumed an offer to raise the daily 
limit to 1.5 million barrels. 

UAE overproduction triggered 
quota breaking by other Opec mem- 
bers and led to a glut of crude oil and 
a slide of 30 per cent in world prices 
’ isycar. 

The price drop has been costin. 


this year. 

Irop nas been costing 
Opcc members billions of dollars and 


resulted in organisation leaders such 
us Saudi Arabia and Iraq bringing 
political pressure on the Emirates to 
slow down their pumps. 

Opcc pumps more than a third of 
the world's crude oil and attempts to 
support higher price*, by limiting its 
outpuL 

Otaiba s comments were the first 
direct confirmation that the UAE 
would accept the organisation's offer 
of a 1.5-million-barrel daily limit, 
comparable to the one agreed to by 
its Gulf neighbour. Kuwait, at the 
November conference. 

Suudi Arabia's Riyadh radio 
reported late yesterday the UAE had 
accepted the 1.5-miUion-barrel 
quota. . 

A US oil trader also told United 
Press international the UAE hud 
agreed to accept the limit, although 
he said the organisation consented 
informally to wink at a daily output 
of I .H million barrels. 

Iranian Oil Minister Uholamreza 
Aquzadch said today the Opcc mem- 
bers. will be able to restore its bench- 
mark price of SIS per barrel within 
days. 

Speaking to reporters at the end of 
a nvo-day visit to the UAE. he sajd 
production cut backs by the UAEwill 
drive the prices up before the next 
Opcc meeting in Geneva on July 25. 

At the meeting. Iran will request 
that the henchmarker he increased by 
S2. to $20 a barrel, the minister said. 

Israeli 

missile 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. July 
13. (AP); Israel will soon launch its 
first test of the Arrow missile, which 
ha* been developed with US strategic 
defence initiative funds to combat 
short-range ballistic missiles, the 
Jerusalem Post reported. 

No date was given for the launch, 
but the Post said it was “imminent." 

Officials at Israel Aircraft Indus- 
tries, which is dev eloping the Arrow 
along with the American Lockheed 
Corp., declined comment. 

Defence Minister Moshe Arens on 
Thursday discussed the Arrow with 
the visiting Gen. Colin L. Powell, the 
top military officer in the United 
States. 

Powell, who is chairman of the 
joint chiefs of staff, arrived from Jor- 
dan also heard a report on the Middle 
East strategic situation from Israel's 
Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Dan 
Shomron. 

Powell is on a five-nation Middle 
East tour. 

“I mentioned the Arrow project to 
Gen. Powell since he is familiar with 
it. I understood that he greatly 
appreciates Israel’s technological 
achievements in this field, which in 
many respects are indeed 
unprecedented," Arens said on Israel 
radio. 


Chautala resigned from the post under partv pressure on May 22, after election 
violence in his constituency killed at least a dozen people earlier this year. 

According to PTI. the ministers who resigned said thev would find it difficult to defend 
the reappointment of Chautala. 

The move to reappoint Chautala as the chief minister, or highest elected official, of 
Haryana sLate apparently came about after a cold war between Singh and Devi Lai was 
ended. 

Newspaper repons said the two reached a reapprochement last weekend. Devi Lai had 
apparently held Singh responsible for Chautala's ouster and was earlier close to 
announcing a formal break with the prime minister, the repons said. 

Singh and Devi Lai belong to 
the Janata Dal party, which for- 
med a minority government after 
Iasi November's general elec- 
tions. 

The party is in a minority in 
parliament, but is supported by 
leftist and right-wing pa nies. 

Chautala was sworn in yester- 
day as chief minister of Haryana 
at a simple ceremonv held in New 
Delhi. 

He was administered oath of 
secrecy and office by Governor 
Dhanfk Lai Mandal. The oath 
ceremony was attended by 
large number of members of leg- 
islative assembly. Members of 
Parliament and Janata Dal 
leaders. 

(See Page 16) 



Benazir in talks with HH the Crown Prince and Premier Sheikh Saad. 

Visit satisfactory 

Benazir for avoiding war over Kashmir 

Cranston calls for exerting US, Soviet influence 


By Fathlma Ahmed 

Arab Times staff 

PAKISTAN Prime Minister Benazir * Bhutto on 
Thursday said both Kuwait and her country agreed 
on the need to avoid an armed conflict with India 
over Kashmir. She also repeated her country's den- 
ial of owning a nuclear bomb at a brief press con- 
ference before her departure to Morocco. 


"Pakistan has no intention 
nuclear weapons," she said. 


of manufacturing 


Dow average breaks 3,000 barrier 

NEW YORK, July 13, (AP): The Dow Jones industrial average shattered the 
3.000 level for the first time in history today as the stock market surged on a fresh 
wave of investor enthusiasm. 

• The nation's best-known barometer of Wall Street. movedup31 points. 


Indian and Pakistani foreign secretaries are 
expected to meet in Islamabad from July 18-20. 
Benazir said the result of their meeting would be put 
up before the Islamic foreign 
ministers "when they lake up the 
issue of Kashmir as requested by 
Pakistan." 
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THE Central Bank of Kuwait currency rates against the Kuwaiti dinar 
on July 12, valued for July 16, 1990. 


Currency 

US dollar 

Sterling 

Deutsche mark 
Swiss franc .... 
French franc .. 

Italian lire 

Japanese yen .. 
Bahraini dinar 
UAE dirham . 

Saudi riyal 

Qatari riyal .... 
Omani riyal ... 


Buying Selling 

290.680 291.830 

522.350 525.590 

175.110 176.330 

206.200 207.710 

052.230 052.580 

0002395 0002409 

0019521 0019652 

771.030 774.260 

079.120 079.470 

077.480 077.830 

079.820 080.200 

754.810 758.300 


Asian currency exchange rates against Kuwaiti dinar 


Currency KD 

Indian Rs fl. 000) 16.700 

Pak.Rs 13.400 

Sri Lankan Rs 7.240 

Singapore dollar 160.50 

Hong Kong dollar 37.50 

Bangladesh taka 9.710 

Philippine peso 12.680 


GOLD PRICES. KD 

One kg. 999 3.325.000 

One kg. 995 3,310.000 

22kLpergm 3.500 

2lkt.pergm 3.450 

I8kLpergm 3-400 

10 tola gold 389.000 

One ounce gold 110.000 


Courtesy: Abdulaziz & AM Al Yoosif Al Mnzaini Co. 


■ Gold in London jumped to a late bid of S364.55 a troy ounce from 
S351.75 bid late Thursday. 

In Zurich, gold traded at $364.20 per ounce, up from $351.60 late 
Thursday. 

Gold in Hong Kong rose $5.58 an ounce on Friday, to closest $359.94. 
Silver bullion traded late in London at a bid $4.93 a troy ounce, up 
from S4.S6 late Thursday. 

But selling was muted ahead of the weekend, dealers said. 

The British pound traded at $ 1 .8055, up from $ 1 ,7995 late Thursday. 
Other late dollar rates compared with late Monday: 

■ 1.6430 West German marks, down from 1 .6525 

■ 1.3925 Swiss francs, down from 1.4020 

■ 5.51 1 5 French francs, down from 5.5460 

■ 1.8520 Dutch guilders, down from 1 .8625 

■ 1 ,203.25 Italian lire, down from 1 ,21 1 .00 

■ 1.1 576 Canadian dollars, down from 1.1580. . 

In Tokyo, the dollar fell at 147.42 yen. down 1 .48 from Thursday s 

close. Later in London, the dollar was quoted at 147.50 yen. 
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Pakistan is seeking Islamic sup- 
port on the Kashmir issue and is 
reportedly initiating efforts to lake 
up the matter at the United Nations' 
General Assembly. 

But reports claim Pakistan has 
received a lukewarm itxeption from 
Arab countries, including Baghdad, 
and a negotiated settlement has been 
emphasised. 

“Both (Kuwait and Pakistan) the 
countries have stressed the over-rid- 
ing need to avoid military confronta- 
tion between India and Pakistan and 
to find a solution of the Kashmir 
problem through peaceful negotia- 
tions." she said. 

She said HH the Amir and H H the 

(Continued on Page 8) 


Beijing silent on 

ties with Riyadh 

BEUiNG. July 13, (AP): Saudi 
Arabia's ambassador to the United 
States has met with Premier Li Peng 
on an unusual visit to China, but 
officials refused to give details on 
what was discussed. 

Prince Bandar Bin Sulum and Li 
“had a friendly conversation on 
international issues of common con- 
cern. 1 ' the official Xinhua news 
agency reported. Xinhua did not say 
when the prince arrived in Beijing, 
how long ne would stay or who else 
he was meeting. 


Blasts in 
Manila; 
troops 
on alert 

MANILA, July 13, (APh Troops and 
police went on full alert in the capital 
today after six bombs exploded before 
dawn in major tourist and financial 
districts, damaging several cars and 
buildings bat causing no casualties. 

Unexploded bombs were found on 
can at (be Silahcs hotel and the Philip- 
pine Plaza Hotel, a shopping center in 
the Makati financia l district and on 
two parked trucks la die Paco district, 
police said. 

Three rifle grenades were also dis- 
covered in a plastic bag near the US- 
sponsored Ramon Magsaysay Foun- 
dation along Roxas Boulevard near 
the nightclub district. 

Bombings arejiot uncommon fat this 
turbulent capital. Bat Col Victor 
Tiingco. operations chief or the 
capital command, said today's bomb- 
ings were unosaal because of the 
extent and nearly simultaneous tim- 
ing. 

A private television station reported 
it received a telephone call from a man 
who claimed to be an officer of the 
underground reform the Aimed For- 
ces Movement, saying his group was 
responsible for the bombing. 

Channel 2 reported that a “RAM 
officer," who was not identified, said 
the bombings were part of a “test 
mission" for new recruits. No other 
details were reported. , 

The dissident military group spear- 
headed a coop attempt against 
President Corazon Aqnino last 
December in which at least 113 people 
were killed and more than 600 others 
were injured. 

(Continued on Page 2) 








Party’s over 


Radical Soviet politician Boris Yeltsin 
bows his head as announcing he is 
resigning from the Soviet Communist 
Party. {Reuter wirephoio] 

(Details Page 7) 



Bastille Day 


July 14. 1 790 was a remarkable day in the history of FrancB — everything changed. It was known to be the 
'Marriage of France to France.' symbolising new freedoms for the French. The storming ol the famous 
prison is now celebrated as the Bastille Day. It's a riot of colour in Paris, as this photograph illustrates Arab 
Times carries a three-page supplement on France's National Day. Pages 1 1-1 3 
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THE General Customs Department responded to Zahed 
Matar's comments in Arab Times on May 21. 1990. on customs 
clearance facility at the Kuwait Airport. 

Zahed Matar writes: Although the letter came two months 
after the article was published, we are carrying the letter in the 
same space, to implement the free press principles. 

We also express our pleasure, and willingness, to send our 
representative to Ibrahim Al Ghanim. director-general of the 
General Customs Department, in response to his invitation. 

Zahed Matar 

The followingletter was sent by Ibrahim Al Ghanim. director- 
general of the General Customs Department: 

"This refers to an article written by Zahed Matar in the Arab 
Times (May 21. 1990) in the Day by Day column on the front 
page. The writer alleged that there is a need for tighter security at 
special storage division at the Kuwait International Airport. 
Zahed Matar wrote some importers claimed goods missing after 
storing in this enclosure. 

Please note the following: ■ This is a warehouse, complying 
with standard storage warehouse facilities at aiiports. if not the 
best facility. It is not an ordinary place. Therefore, it complies 
with all recommendations for using it as a storage facility . 

■ All imported goods are stored in the warehouse according to 
existing customs rules and after receiving official documents 
(manifestos and B/L). All incoming goods are verified by quan- 
tity, weight, size and any other related data as indicated in the 
documents. However, there are three possibilities: 

a) goods received are no more or no less than that indicated in the 
documents. 

b) goods are more than what is established in the manifesto. 

(Continued on Page 8) 


Islamic group claims explosion at US chemical plant 


AMMAN, July 13, (AP): An extremist Islamic 
group today claimed responsibility for an 
explosion at a Texas chemical plant, July 5 that 
killed 17 people. Buta company spokeswoman said 
the cause of the explosion was still unknown. 

A spokesman for the Islamic Liberation Front 
told the Associated Press that the Arco Chemical 
Co. plant in Channelview, Texas, was attacked 
because the United States supports Israel despite 
“its killings and terrorism against our Palestinian 


families" in the occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

But SalKe Anderson, a spokeswoman for Arco in 
Newton, Pennsylvania, where the company is 
based, said, “we have no indication that the Claim 
has any validity." 

Ms Anderson said she couldn't confirm or deny 
the explosion was the result of sabotage because a 
cause has not yet been determined. She said Arco 
had received no warnings from the group. 


There was no way to independently verify the 
Front claim. It had threatened two weeks ago to 
attack US and Israeli interests world-wide to 
avenge the May 20 massacre of seven Palestinian 
labourers in a Tel Aviv suburb by an ex-Israeli 
soldier. 

The Front is a relatively large group based in the 
West Bank and Gaza. It has followers in Jordan 
and several other Arab countries. It advocates 
armed struggle against Israel. 


No word 
on Irish 
hostage 


BEIRUT. July 13. (AP): An Irish 
envoy waited in vain today Tor 
word whether kidnapped Irish 
teacher Brian Keenan will be the 
European hostage Iran's official 
news accncv says will likely be 
freed. 

Hopes of a weekend release 
diminished as Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad and Foreign 
Minister Farouk AI Sharaa.'a 
key figure in arranging previous 
hostage releases, prepared to fly 
to Cairo tomorrow fora two-day 
visit. 

The summit with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak will be 
the final chapter in a reconcilia- 
tion between Syria and Egypt 
that ended a 12-year rift caused 
by Egypt's 1979 peace treaty with 
Israel. 

Adrian McDaid. First 
Secretary of the Irish embassy in 
Baghdad, which also covers 
Lebanon, flew to Beirut yester- 
day “io verify that Keenan will 
be the European hostage 
released.” 

Iran's official Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported 
last Sunday that pro-Iranian 
Shiite Muslim extremists might 
release a hostage. 

In its Beirut datelinedreport.it 

did not say who would be freed, 
but said it would probably be one 
of the 10 European hostages. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


\ \ 







2 



Pi 


L'AU 

(Reuti 

Ameri 

sprint 

moun 

Franc 

Th. 

tour 

becat 



l 

I 




J 


INTERNATIONAL 


ARAB TIMES, SATURDAY, JULY 14.1990 


-V- '*■. ^ j " . , -• • • .If [• • v . 

V • : 



b 8$3 s£ 


n» 

-- ■ rJ 



Philippine military investigators inspect damages auhe Educa lion Ministry building inManilaalterablast wrecked heavy 
wooden doors afrid glass panels at dawn on Friday. Six consecutive explosions rocked Manila early Friday damaging 
parked empty cars near tourist hotels and a big shopping mall. (Reuter wirephoto) 





Government troops aboard light tanks prepare to leave Manila's Camp Agumaldo on Friday for deployment in various 
parts of the Philippine capital. President Corazon Aquino placed security forces on full altert after six apparently co- 
ordinated bomb explosions rocked Manila's tourist and financial district (Reuter wirephoto) 


Philippines 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Captives to be freed 


NPA names 2 hostages 


BACOLOD. Philippines, July 13, (AP): Communist guerrillas will release a 
Peace Corps volunteer and a Japanese aid worker at a rebel-controlled area in 
the central Philippines later this month, a rebel source said Friday. 



Mizuno 


said. He said the guerrillas will release their captives in a “secured place where 


theyhave a strong political mass base and very limited military activity.* 


: source said the two will be Treed in the same way that a radio station 
owner, held for two months by the rebels, was released. 

Rogelio Florete. owner of the Radyo Bombo Network, unobtrusively boar- 
ded a passenger jeepney to his office after he was released on a deserted highway 
outside Bacolod. 336 kilometres UIG miles) south of Manila. 

Swanson, a 2 6-year -old native of Cheyenne. Wyoming, was kidnapped June 
1 3 from his home in the village of Pa tag north of Bacolod. 

The US embassy in Manila discovered the kidnapping on June 30 only after 
they couidn’tcontact Swanson to tell him ofa US decision to pull out volunteers 
because of a report that rebels might kidnap or kill them. 


Bingo Day 15 
51 56 40 35 


FPil Frederick Polytechnic University 


FREDERICK POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY (FPU) offers a 
wide range of approved and accredited programs at 
various levels. 


PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS MAY 

REGISTER FOR . 

- FPU courses approved by the 
National Council for Educational 
Awards (NCEA) of Ireland which 
grants Bachelor Degees to aw 
graduates in respect otthe 
programs indicated with ■ 

- Diploma or Degree of the 
University of Wales 

- Our Higher Diploma which is 
ratified by the Polytechnic of East 
London 

- The degree of the State University 
of New YorK Empire Slate 
College. 

- The Certificate of the University of 
Oxford, Delegacy of Local 
Examinations. 

- One year in Cyprus on Law 
Studies and then straight to 
Hatfield Polytechnic UN. 2nd 
year 

- Postgraduate Diploma in Town 
Planning and Chartered 


MAIN SUBJECT AREAS 

* Business Administration 
(Accounting, Economics, 
Marketing) 

* CMI Engineering 

* Computer Science 

’ Electrical Engineering 

* Mechanical Engneering 

* Mathematics 

* Art (Graphic & Advertising 
Design, interior Design. Fashion) 

* JowTKfiism 

- Business Studies (Marteflng, 
Accounting, Management 
Economics) 

- Computer Engineering 

- Pre-medical course 

- Education 

- Law 

- Travel & Tomsm (Diploma of 
Oxford University) 

- Aesthetics and Beauty Care 


membership of fhe Royal Town 
Planning Institute. UN. 

- Dipkmia Cidesco International 

Fall Semester begins at the end of September and Spring 
Semester at the end of January . 

The language of instruction is English. Both the English and the 
American systems of study are available. Students, male and 
female, are considered for admission on the basis of good 
academic qualifications regardless of race, colour or religion. 


- Representatives of FPU will be available to meet prospective 
and other interested students at 
SHERATON HOTEL -KUWAIT JULY 14. 15. 16 
HOURS 1000 AM -1:00 PM 
4O0PM-&00PM 


For further information and application forms please apply to: 


FREDERICK POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY 

P.O. BOX 4729 Yiarmis Frederic kos Street Pallouriobssa 
Nicosia -Cyprus 

Tel: 02-431355. Fax: 438234. Telex. 2156 FREDANO CY 


The series of bombings is — 
obviously intended to create a height- 
ened atmosphere of tension as was 
experienced by Metro Manila in the 
past," Defence Secretary. ; Fidel 
Ramos told reporters. 

In a press ctraference, Chief ofStaff 
Gen Rena to de Villa appealed to the 
public to “remain calm and go abort 
thefr usual activities.” 

‘ De Villa said the bombings were the 
work of “a handful of extremists" who 
do not care abort the welfare of the 
nation. 

He said there was no indication ofa 
coop attempt by dissident soldiers des- 
pite the bombings. “Coop plotters do 
not ha ve a capaiflity to lamich a major 
attack at the moment," he said. 

Brig. Gen. Marino FDart, chief of 
the police capital command ordered 
troops and police on full alert. He said 
roand-tbe-dock checkpoints would be 
established tbrongbont the city. 
Security was tight at the Mnlacanang 
presidential palace. 

Fllart said the way the bombings 
were executed and the preparation of 
the explosives indicated “mffitary- 
trained men" were involved, bat be did 
not rale out leftists. 

Police said preliminary investiga- 
tions indicated the bombs were made 
of C-4, a plastic explosive used most 
commonly here by the military. 

Small-scale bombings have 
proceeded some of the six military 
coop attempts against Aquino since 
she took office in the 1986 uprising 
that toppled the late Ferdinand Mar- 
cos. 

Mayor Gem ilia no Lopez said the 
explosions were aimed at discrediting 
the govmament and scaring off foreign 
investors. 

The explosions shattered windows 
at the downtown offices of China 
Airlines and blew out windows and 
doors at the Department of Education 
in the historic In tramm oa district, 
police said. 


Later today, an anonymoos caller 
tdepbooed the Education Department 
churn in g another bomb was set to 
explode. No bomb was found, but 
department employees were sent home 
early. 

Education Secretary Isidro Carina, 
in an interview by Radio Station 
DZMM, blamed the bombing of the 
education building on leftist stude n ts 
who had been asking Ms office to roll 
back tuition fees. Student l e ader Mike 
Defensor denied the charge. 

Bombs also exploded at the Avis car 
rental office in the city’s Ennita dis- 
trict and behind the Silahis hotel in 
nearby Malate, police said. 
Explosives placed in cars also went off 
at the landmark department store in 
Makati and at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Malate. 

Police said another bomb that did 
not explode was found at f andmark. 


Share prices on the Manila stock 
wffanp finished 447 points bdow 
Thursday's dose today. 
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Bill for handicapped approved 




I 


WASHINGTON, July 1 3. (A P|: The Sen- 
ate -gave final congressional approval 
today to legislation guaranteeing a full 
range of civil rights for disabled 
Americans. The measure now goes to 
President George Bush, who is expected to 
sign it. 

'The Senate passed the bill 91-6 a day 
after the House of Represent at ives 


malls and other public accommodations. 

Bush earlier this year urged Congress to 
speed passage of the bill, which has been 
called the most significant piece of civil 
rights legislation since the 1964 act that 
guaranteed rights for racial minorities. 


approved it 377-28. culminating two years 
yflei 


of legislative efforts. 

The measures guarantees the nation's 
estimated 43 million 'disabled people 
access to jobs, transportation, telephone 
service and s Lores, restaurants, shopping 


The vote Followed a brief debate that 
included a speech in sign language by Sen. 
Tom Hark in, a Democrat, the chief Senate 
sponsor of the bill. 

Harkia paid the silent tribute to his deaf 
brother. Harlan later explained, "I wanted 
to say to my brother Frank that today was 
my proudest day in 16 years in Congress." 


Bush has vetoed other major domestic 
legislation — minimum wage and family 
medical leave. However, a special commis- 
sion under former President Ronald 
Reagan had urged a disabilities bill. 

Business, transportation systems and 
local governments will bear most of the 
costs of the bill. Supporters say businesses 
will ultimately benefit by the increased 
participation of disabled people in the 
economy, and the federal government will 
pay less for welfare and special report. 

Hie bill phases in its requirements and 
exempts businesses with fewer than 15 
employees from its hiring requirements. 


Small businesses would have more time 
than larger ones to make their premises 
accessible to disabled customers, but no 
change would be required that would 
cause a financial hardship to companies. 

Transportation requirements, includ- 
ing making all new buses accessible to 

people with wheelchairs, would occur o\er 

years. Amtrak and commuter rail lines will 
be covered.. 

The cost to supply relay services tor 
hearing- and speech-impaired telephone, • 
users would be spread out among all te|e- ■ 

phone users, adding little to average phone 

bills, supporters said. . J', 


(Continued from Page 1) 


McDaid visited Irna’s Beirut 
office today, and met with Ima's 
resident correspondent, Mus- 
sayeb Naimih. 

"We stressed that our sources 
are reliable and we explained to 
McDaid that the hostage to be 
released will probably be a 
European national," Naimih 
told the Associated Press. 

"He asked us about the reports 
that said Keenan will be released 
and we explained to him that our 
report did not name the hos- 
tage," Naimih added. 

Before visiting Irna, McDaid 
bad spent the day at the Irish 
consulate in Muslim west Beirut, 
waiting for the kidnappers or 
other Muslim leaders to contact 
him. But consulate sources said 
no one did. 

"I’ll meet with anybody who 
feels he has something solid that 


might lead to a happy resolu- 
tion," he told the AP. “We're 


keeping our fingers crossed.” 

Sources close to the headquar- 
ters of the Syrian Army in 
Lebanon said there were no 
indications that the release of any 
of the 16 Western captives was 
imminenL 

. One source, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said that 
Brig. Gen. Ghazi Kenaan, com- 
mander of Syrian military 
intelligence in Lebanon, was in 
Syria, which “indicates that 
nothing major is cooking" for 
the time being. 

Kenaan has always been in 
Beirut for previous releases, 
when hostages are usually han- 
ded over to Syrian intelligence 
and driven to Damascus to be 
repatriated. 

Sources close to Syrian Army 
command in. Beirut have 
speculated that Keenan -will bp 
freed. 

A radical Palestinian faction 
will release two of the four Bel- 
gian hostages it is holding in 
exchange for the freedom of a 
Palestinian jailed on terrorism 
charges in Belgium, a newspaper 
reported today. 

A1 Liwaa, a conservative 
Muslim-run newspaper, quoted 
Western diplomatic sources as 
saying the Belgian government 
had struck a deal with the Fatah 
Revolutionary Council led by 
Abu NIdal to secure the release of 
Belgian hostages. 

The diplomats said the FRC 
agreed to free two Belgian hos- 
tages held since November 1987 
in return for the release of Saeed 
Nasser, an FRC activist held in a 
Belgian prison after being con- 
victed in a 1 980 grenade attack. 

The FRC is believed to be hol- 
ding Belgians Emmanuel 
Houtekins, 44, his wife, 
Godelieve Kets, 50, and their two 
children Laurent, 19, and 
Valerie, 18. 

The sources said Belgian King 
Baudouin will issue a royal par- 
don for Nasser within the next 
few days on the occasion of Bel- 
gian National Day. 

In return, the Abu Nidal group 
will set free two of the Belgian 
hostages on July 21, the news- 
paper said, adding thaL all 
preparations have been taken by 
both sides to finalise the deal. 


Teachers strike 


ATHENS. July 13, (AP): Police 
cordoned ofT state schools in 
Greece on Friday to forestall sit- 
ins by teachers who refuse to 
supervise university entrance 
exams. 

The month-long boycott for 
higher pay, has endangered the 
changes of 1 30,000 students who 
have applied to enter Greek and 
foreign universities for the 1990- 
91 academic year. 

Police arrested a teachers' 
union official in the capital 
Friday for alleged contempt of 
authority after a brawl near one 
of the police cordons', a union 
member said, who declined to be' 
identified. 


Woman gives birth 
to fifteenth child 


KRONSGAARD, West Ger- 
many, July 13. (UPI): A forty- 
year-old mother was released 
from hospital today after giving 
birth to a healthy baby girf — her 
fifteenth child. 

Reiiate Koepp, a mother of six 
boys and, now of nine girls lives in 
northern West Germany with her 
husband of 22 years. 

Eleven of the children are still 


fivmgat home, beJpingout on the 
ate officials said 


family farm. State 
the Koepp family might have the 
most children in that northern 
state. 



‘Interactive news 9 experiment: viewers 

who grumble that the only news on TV is bad news 
soon will be able to choose some of the stories they 
want to see on Cable News Network in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

CNN announced Thursday the Gist e x per im ent in 
‘'interactive news” by a national network — a 
programme similar to ones by smaller stations where 
viewers vote on whether to see “Godzilla” or “Planet 
of the Apes” as the late-night movie. 

The experiment begins July 23 on CNN's ‘‘news- 
night,” an hour-long newscast at midnight. The 
choices will involve secondary news or features. (AP) 


US lawmakers target tax-dodging: 

Not since Congress declared war on drugs have 
lawmakers found such a tempting target. Democrats 
and Republicans now are raining Gre on a common 
target: tax-dodging foreign, corporations. 

"What we have here is the granddad? of tax 
avoidance,” Rep. Byron L. Dorgan said. 

Lawmakers see big bucks at stake — money that 
could be used to cut the budget deficit without impos- 
ing on individuals. Some members of congress insis t 
the government is being cheated of as much as 550 
billion a year, although Bush administration officials 
are sceptical. (AP) 

• * * 



Bull-fighting 


US scraps chemical weapons tests: 

Defence Secretary Dick Cheney has cancelled plans 
to test chemical weapons as a result of the recent U S- 
Soviet agreement to destroy the deadly armaments, 
according to a Defence Department spokesman. 

"All of these decisions are in keeping with our 
intent to get ready for the bilateral destruction 
agreement with the Soviet Union,” spokesman Pete 
Williams said Thursday. 

The agreement, signed June 1 by US President 
George Bush and Soviet President Mikhail Gorba- 
chev, must still be ratified by the legislatures of the 
two countries, expected next year. (AP) 


All runners try to open the way for the six fighting bulls 
from the Sepulveda ranch Friday on the next to last 
run of the 1990 San Fermin’s'in Pamplona. Spain. 
Friday’s run was the fastest of ihta year's events 
causing a few bruises and bumps on fhe daring 
runners. No one was seriously Injured. (Reuter wire- 
photo) 


Sweden extradite Soviet youth: The 

Swedish government on Thursday ordered the 
extradition of 17-year-old Dimitry Semionov to the 
Soviet Union for trial on air piracy charges. 

"It's a signal to would-be hijackers," said acting 
Prime Minister Lena Hjelm-Wallen. 

“The government considered the boy’s age and 
possible ertenuating circumstances. But since the 
crime is very serious, we decided that we can make no 
exceptions.” 

. ■ . .... . . >* mV? 


Debt-for-natnre 'swap: a conservation 
group has agreed to pay off 55 million of Madagas-, 
car's foreign debt in exchange for the g o ve rnm ent's 
promise to help save the country's unique and endan- 
gered lemurs and their forest borne. . * ■ 

Under terms ofthe so-called debt-f or-nature swap, 
the government will begin a five-year plan to protect 
undeveloped areas and to establish a conservation 
programme staffed by its own people, said Roderic 
Mast of Conservation International in Washington 
DC. 

to return. Conservation International will pay off 
55 million, or S per cent of Madagascar’s debt to 
commercial banks. (AP) 



Mandelas wave 


Nelson and Winnie Mandela wave as Kenyan 
President Daniel Arap Moi (right) looks on during a 
rally Friday in Nairobi. The rally drew smaller than 
expected crowds in the wake of recent anti-govern- 
ment riots in which 20 people have died. (Reuter 
wirephoto) 
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Americans 


pay more 
for outside 


phone calls 


Soviet Jews get asylum: Hundreds of 

Soviet Jews seeking asylum- m East Germany can 
remain in the country, the East Gennan government 
decided Wednesday. 

The decision ends weeks of uncertainty for nearly 
400 Soviet Jews who have settled in East Germany 
since April. 

East German authorities derided to grant the 


Soviet Jews residency although they entered East 
atner than the required 


Germany with tourist visas rai 
residency permits. (AP) 


a’s ethnic Turks snubbed: 


of Bulgaria's large ethnic Turkish popula- 
tion said on Wednesday they were snubbed during 


the opening of the country’s first-fredy elected 
parliament m four decades. 

The leaders of the Movement of Rights and 
Freedoms (MRF),a party which represents the 1.5 
million -strong minority, were not invited to address 
Tuesday's ceremonial opening of parliament — des- 
pite the fact that they wem the third largest number of 
seats in last month's elections. 


Senate approves 


Anti-crime bill 


WASHINGTON, July 13. (AP): The Senate on 
Wednesday approved a major anti-crime bill that 
would ban the import or manufacture of nine 
kinds of semiautomatic assault weapons. 

The bill also would require capital punishment 
for federal offenses ranging from assassination to 
treason. 

"The scourge of the crime epidemic is stran- 
ding the lifeof our nation — the American people 
demand action,” Senator Strom Thurmond 
declared as the Senate approved the measure, 94- 
6 . 

Judiciary committee chairman Joseph R. 
Biden Jr. said the measure could cost up to 52 
bflhon in 1991. He said the source of the money 
was uncertain. 

The bill now goes to the House of Represen- 
tatives, where a differing crimepackage already is 
on the drawing board. 


Vatican denies Pope is ailing: The 

Vatican Friday formally denied press reports that 
Pope John Paul IL, currently vacationing in the 
Italian Alps, is in poor health. 

"It is absurd and without foundation what some 


newspapers have written about the Pope's health. On 
the contrary he is enjoying excellent health but bas 
need ofa rest, as has everybody after a year of work,” 
deputy Vatican spokesman Monsignor Pietro Pen- 
naochmi said in reply to reporters questions. (UPI) 


WASHINGTON. July 1 3. ( A P): 
US consumers are paying as 
much as SI billion too much 
annually for international tele- 
phone calls, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission said 
Thursday in proposing to make it 
easier for US carriers to 
'negotiate lower rates with over- 
seas pho ne co mpa n ies . 

The Commission said US 
phone companies in 1988 paid 
out S 2 billion more to foreign — 
usually government-operated — 
phone companies than they 
collected from foreign carriers 
for international calls. It said 
roughly half that amouni 
represented "an overpayment by 
US consumers to foreign 
carriers." 

Intense competition among 
US phone companies since the 
1984 breakup of the old Bell 
Telephone System has pushed 
prices down for international 
calls, but has resulted in foreign 
companies gaining a larger share 
ofthe chargesfor such calls, FCC 
chairman Alfred Sikes said prior 
to the commission's 5-0 vote. 

“Competition and tech- 
nological progress in telecom- 
munications has revealed a car- 
tel-like pricing and profit-shar- 
ing arrangement," Sikes said. 
"US subscribers and those in a 
handful of other countries are 
both the winners and losers." 

Companies such as AT and T 
negotiate “accounting rates" 
/ that determine how AT apd T 



pay 


Under present formulas, about 
75 cents of every dollar collected 
by US carriers for international 
calls goes to foreign carriers. 

AT and T claims foreign 
governments are charging far 
above the actual cost of service, 
and that because more calls flow 
from the United States to other 
countries than in the reverse 
direction, having accounting 
rates that exceed costs results in a 
significant outflow of US dollars 
to other nations. 

Some overseas phone carriers 
use the funds to finance local 
service and say it is vital to their 
economies. 

AT and T argues that what 
foreign entities will lose in lower 
> accounting rates, they will more 
I than make up in the increased 
volume of calling resulting from 
lower prices. 

The FCC proposed to allow ; r 
US companies to negotiate lower 
accounting rates more quickly-. 1 
The commission also proposed 
to lower the accounting rates 
itself, if it finds that costs We too 
high. 

AT and T welcomed the com- 
mission's proposal. Company 
spokesman Heb Lumen said the 
proposal “sets up the possibility 
of lowering accounting rates for 
all of the US carriers, and that 
can translate into savings for 
consumers.’.’ 


Doctor bids to reduce Aids 


Among street prostitutes 


NEW YORK, July 13. (AP): The streetwalk- 
er's hollow eyes gave her away. She needed a 
fix. Behind her on the empty street, a van 
approached and she glanced over. Maybe she 
could turn a quick trick. 

The driver of the white Dodge had a dif- 
ferent idea. He wanted to test her blood for 
Aids and ask a few q uestions, and he offered a 
bag of condoms and 10 dollars — three times 
the amount she might make for a sexual 
favour. 

But more, he offered to open a rare line of 
communication with a world ravaged by 
Aids. 

**I really need your help,” said Vanessa, 37. 
as she stepped into the van. She nestled into 
the comfortable back seat and stretched out 
her thin arm. 

The inch-long track marks along its length 
told her tale. They also indicated a more than 
one-in -two chance she was infected with HIV. 
the Aids virus. 

Vanessa is one of 1.600 female prostitutes 
whom a New York doctor. Joyce Wallace, has 
tested and counselled about Aids. Ms 
Wallace's van and a crew of six roam New 
York's red-light districts. 

She has found that in the nation’s largest 
city, a third orall prostitutes are infected with 
Aids. Equally important, she found most 
were infected by dirty needles or drug-using 


boyfriends not by theirclients. 

And in a separate study, she found scant 
evidence that prostitutes are passing the virus 
to clients. 

A national study by the US Centres for 
Disease Control reached similar conclusions. 
The incidence or Aids infection among pros- 
titutes ranged from zero in southern Nevada, 
in the western US, to almost 50 per cent in 
northern New Jersey state west of New York 
City. 

In the back of Ms Wallace’s van, driver 
John Reid gently asked Vanessa about her sex 
and drug habits while Karen Heagarty took a 
blood sample. They listened to her story. 


“It’s like fighting a war down here,” said 
Vanessa, dressed in a tight skirt and white 
halter blouse. “Before I end up dead, I want 
get out of this." 

Ms Wallace has heard this tale many times 
over the past eight years. In 1982, with a 
boyfriend in tow for protection, she began 
combing the 11 th Avenue “stroll'’ in the city 
to test street women and question them about 
their sex and drug practices. 

In 1988. Ansell Inc., which manufactures 
Lifestyle condoms, donated a S 15,000 van. 
Last year, with a 5140,000 grant. From the 


prostitutes were kntiwn to frequent. 

The van is ready for war. Armed with boxes 
of condoms, needles and pamphlets of safe 
sex, Ms Wallace's team does battle three times 
a week. 

Besides the 510 and a dear plastic bag of 
condoms prostitntes are given, they gel an 
additional S20 if they stop by Ms Wallace's 
Greenwich Village office to pick up their test 
results. 

“These are throwaway women.” Ms 
Wallace said. "Their contact with the establi- 
shment is only occasional. It's a judge, a police 
officer who wants to move them off a street 
corners school that failed them." 

Data from this- year has not yet been 
■tabulated. But from the 950 women tested last 
year, Ms Wallace drew a startling profile. 


■ Homeless: 45 per cent. 

■ Drug users: all but 48. 

■ Mothers: 88 per cent. The children of 90 
percent lived in foster care or with relatives. 

■ High school dropouts: 50 per cent. 

■ Black: 49 percent. 


Hispanic: 27 per cent. 
HIVie* 


CDC and the State Department ofHealth, Ms 
staff began < 


Wallace and her staff began cruising areas 


' infected: 33 per cent. 

The high incidence of poverty and drug 
addiction brings added risk of Aids infection 
Tor both the woman, and her client, former 
prostitutes said. ; 
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'Aging doesn’t affect ability to remember: study 

NEW YORK, July 13, (AP): Old age is Emctm* a e .... 

no excuse if grandpa forgets to t*l»» his 
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home from golf, according to a study 
that surprisereseaixdiers. 

In t«d laboratory experiments, 
- elderly participants did just as well as 
college students in remembering to do 
* an assigned task. 

That was unexpected because some 
other kinds of memory decline with 
. age, and “some of the prominent 
theories in the area suggest that this 
kind of memory ought to be especially 
fedifGcult for the elderly,” said study co- 
author Gifles Einstein. 


Einstein, a psychology professor at 
Furman University and Mark McDan- 
„ Pu £ due University report the 
teaerally funded research in the July 
issue of the journal of experimental 
psychology. Learning, Memory and 
Cognition. 

One expert on memory who had 
predicted elderly people would do 
worse in such experiments said the 
results surprised him . 

The study was well done, but ‘Tin 
not convinced that it’s the whole and 
final truth,” said psychology professor 
Fergus Craik of the University of 
Toronto. Maybe age differences 


appear under some conditions but not 
others, he suggested. 

Einstein agreed, noting that a recent 
unpublished experiment found an age 
difference in a more difficult memory 
test. But the published work still sug- 
gests no age-related decline in relatively 
simple cases of remembering to do a 
task at the right time, he said. 

That ability is called “prospective" 
memory, and it is key to such tasks as 
taking medication at mealtimes or sen- 
ding a birthday card. “You've got to 
remember on your own" without 
reminders, Einstein said. 

Prospective memory “accounts for 


some of the most embarrassing failures 
that we have, forgetting meetings and 
things like that.” Einstein said. 

Yet scientists have done litrle 
research into it, and studies of whether 
it declines with age have yielded no 
dear answer, he said. Prospective 
memory is important for older adults 
who must remember to take medica- 
tions and show up for medical appoint- 
ments, he and McDaniel wrote. 

One of their experiments involved 24 
people ages 65 to 75. and 24 college 
students ages 17 to 24. Participants sal 
in front of a computer in what they 
thought was an experiment in improv- 


ing short-term memory. 

They were told that they would see a 
list of words on the computer screen, 
and that immediately afterward they 
would be asked to recall the words they 
saw. This would be done 42 times with 
different lists, they were told. 

In addition, if they saw the word 
“rake" they were supposed to press a 
particular key on. the computer 
keyboard. Half the participants in each 
age group were allowed to choose an 
aid to remember this, such as writing 
the cue word on a piece of paper. 

Participants were kept busy on 
unrelated tests for 15 minutes to 


encourage them to forget about the 
word “rake." Finally, the world-list 
exercise began without any reminder 
about reacting to that word, which 
appeared three limes in the course of 
the exercise. 

Results showed that for participants 
with no memory aid, the young and the 
old groups remembered to push the key 
equally often, 47 per cent of the time 
"rake" appeared. 

Performance was belter for those 
using a memory aid, but age slid had no 
effect. Nor did any age effect appear in 
a second experiment with 48 different 
participants. 



NEW YORK; Scottish adventurer 

Tom Mcdean says he has rowed 

and sailed across the Atlantic (Wn n 

Tour tunes, but the voyage he began 
Tuesday is unique. This time his 
boat is a bottle. 

‘ McClean, 47, came up with the 
scheme to raise 5800,000 for the 
National Children’s Hones, an 
organisation that cares Tor 1 1,000 
orphans in Britain. 

“I thought it'd be a good idea to 
have a message in a bottle," said 
McClean, an orphan himself from 
age 2, just before pushing ofTat 
from a West Side pier. 

• He expects to bob his way to 
Falmouth, England, in about 28 
days. 

The 37-foot (1 1.3-metre) steel 
bottle has a diesel engine with a top 
speed of about four knots, a little 
faster if the sail is up, McClean said. 
(AP) 


ANNAPOLIS, Maryland: A 
woman whose dog died during a 
four-hour flight delay has sued two 


airlines for S 1 3 million, charging 
that the animal was left in the cargo 
hold on a hot summer day. 

Mary Elizabeth O'Brien of 
MoLeaa, Virginia, Hied the lawsuit 
T uesday against Piedmont Airlines 
and USAir. The lawsuit claims her 
purebred chow chow. Maxwell was 
kept in the cargo area of a Piedmont 
-Airlines plane at Bahimore- 
* Washington International Airport 
during pan of a four-hour delay for 
repairs July 12, 1987. 

The high temperature at the 
airport that day was 94 degrees. 

The woman contends she 
reminded Piedmont employees of 
the high temperature and asked 
them repeatedly to be sure the dog 
had water and sufficient ventilation, 
the lawsuit said. (AP) 

• • * 

SAINT TROPEZ, France: Michael 
Co Dins, the 21-year-old son of best- 
selling author Lany Collins, 
suffered a bullet wound in the 
a bdomen early Thursday as he was 
leaving a Saint Tropez nightclub, 
police said. 

Police said a fight erupted outside 

* the famous Papagayo discotheque 
between a dozen persons at about 
3:00 am as Collins was leaving the 
establishment, a favourite summer 
gathering place of the international 
jet scl 

Collins, who was apparently not 
involved in the fight, was 
hospitalised and is not in serious 
condition, according to police. (AP) 

* * « 

PARIS: A lawyer Acting on behalf 
of Muflyi Monroe’s relatives and 
beneficiaries has asked the French 
Coins and Medals Administration 
to pay compensation for minting an 
unauthorised commemorative coin 
bearing the likeness of the American 
scree n star, aides to the attorney 
said Wednesday. 

Californian attorney Roger 
Ridnoaa contends the medal struck 
in 1985 was distributed for two 
years before the Monroe estate in 
June 1987 applied successfully to 
French authorities to copyright all 
reproductions of Marilyn's likeness 
in France. 

The Coins and Medals 
Administration says ibe coin was 
minted as part of a series about the 

* history of cinema . (A P) 

• * * 

OSLO, Norway: A skydiver missed 
his target and landed Teel first on an 
automobile, smashing the 
windshield but only braising 
himself, a newspaper reported 
Tuesday. 

Ragnar Hoen told the Oslo 
newspaper Vergens Gang be 
assumes his insurance agent will not 
question his claim, but the deep 
footprints on the hood and roof of 
his car may raise some eyebrows. 

Hoen was driving near the airport 
at Skies, southwest of Oslo, when 
the skydiver landed feet first on his 
car's hood, the newspaper said. 

(AP) 

• * • 

Nuns escape 
convent fire 

SAN RAFAEL. California. July 13, 
(UPI): A 51 million fire roared 
through the top floors of a landmark 
1 889 convent at Dominican College, 
forcing the evacuation of 30 nuns. 

The blaze, apparently touched off 

* Thursday by .workmen, heavily 
damaged the top two floors of the 
four-storey convent where the nuns 
lived and archives were kept but all 
the occupants fled without injury, 
firemen said. 

The fire, which broke out at 1 r09 


Desperate 

Smoke 

horse 

manure 

BRISBANE, July 13, 
(Reuter): As any hardened 
smoker will admit, when 
you're desperate for a 
cigarette youTl try anything. 

But horse manure? 

Australian police said yes- 
terday they grabbed two 
European tourists on a golf 
course last week who they sus- 
pected of smoking a 
marijuana ‘joinL’ 

“When they were searched 
and the cigarette opened, it 
turned out to be nothing more 
than horse manure,'' Ser- 
geant Ray Hodgson of the 
Cannon vale police station in 
north Queensland said. 

Hodgson said the men had 
nothing else to smoke and had 
decided to try horse manure. 

“What worries me is what 
the horse might have been eat- 
ing,” he said. 

BEVERLY HILLS, California: The 
entrance of the motion picture 
academy’s new library will be caled 
tbe Bob Hope Lobby, named for its 
most generous contributor. 

The comedian gave 51 million, 
the single largest donation, to the 
renovation of a building to house 
the academy’s growing archives, 
said Kail Malden, president of the 
Academy of Motion Pictures Arts 
and Sciences. 

The gift brings ibe amount raised 
for the building to $1 5 million, .. 
about a third of what is needed. 
Hope's contribution was made in 
January, but only recently 
announced. 

i “He is very happy about building 
la new library for the academy," 

I Malden said Saturday. “He felt that 


UK museum to research 

‘Mummies’ tested for Aids 

LONDON, July 13. (Kuna):_A leading UK newspaper revealed yester- 
day that experts arc analysing samples taken from mummies in the 
British museum to try to answer an intriguing question as to whether the 
ancient Egyptians had Aids. 

The London Times newspaper described the test as “one of the longest 
shots in medical research.” 

it has gained credibility from the discovery last week that Aids killed a 
British sailor'in 1959. 23 years before the first recorded case of the killer 
disease in Britain. 

The two Dutch scientists involved in Lhe mummy project are using 
exactly the same analysis technique as those which yielded that finding, 
the Times pointed out. 

The experts believe samples from mummified h uma n and animal 
remains dating back to 3500 EEC might show whether ancestors of Lhe 
Aids virus were present at that time. 

Motorbike declared harmless 

Court clears eccentric 

LONDON. July 13. (Reuter): Jake Mangle Wurzel, 52, denying his 
motorcycle was a dangerous vehicle, told laughing migislrates on Wed- 
nesday it sported a fan to repel pedestrians, a lightning rod to protect his 
dog Manoyle. and a washing line to dry his underwear. 

Magistrates in St Albans, near London, dismissed the case. They ruled 
that the self-proclaimed king of the eccentrics, appearing under his Tull 
name of Mangle Wurzel. also known as the right honourable Lord 
Longwood Singh and Dr Julius KP Finkel burger, could keep his zany 
machine on the road. 

Police took Wurzel to court alter spotting him roaring along a 
motorway with Manoyle tucked in a basket on the back of Wonderful 
Wurzel Mark II and the other “accessories” fluttering in the breeze. 

But Wurzel did not have it all his own way. He had to surrender his 
plastic police helmet, squeaky truncheon and handcuffs to grim-faced 
policemen on the way into court. 


since he is part of the industry, he 
wanted to contribute." (API 

* * * 

CAIRNS, Australia: Wildlife 
officials are investigating the 
shooting of a 14-foot (14.3-metre) 
crocodile named Old Slimy, whose 
disappearance has outraged tour 
operators on the Daintree River. 

The crocodile, one of the largest 
known on the river, was regularly 
seen for nearly 10 years, said Lee 
Laffexty, manager of the Daintree 
River and Reef Crebe Centre in 
northern Queensland state. It was 
estimated to be 1 5 to 20 years old. 

But it has not been sighted since it 
was shot Saturday afternoon, 
shortly aftera tour vessel had 
shown the reptile to a group of 
tourists. (AP) 


NUCLA, Colorado: A festival 
atmosphere is building for the first 
top dog world championship prairie 
dog shoot this weekend. The sheriff 
is just hoping the combination or 
cowboys and animal-rights 
activi lists doesn't get someone 
killed. 

In this isolated southwestern 
Colorado town, ravaged by drought 
and the closing of most of tbe 
uranium mines that were the 
economy's backbone residents 
home to have some fun and make a 
little money off the competition. 

Stores are selling T-shirts, hats, 
pins, bandannas and whatever else 
whey can get a prairie dog logo on. 
All 52 rooms in the area’s only two 
hotels have been booked for the first 
time in two years. (AP) 



Septuplets plus twins 

Patti and Robert Frustaci with their surviving three septuplets and older son wait outside court on T uesday as |udge rules 
on their medical malpractice and wrongful-death lawsuit against a Los Angeles infertility clinic. After the 56 million 
settlement an attorney announced that Patti Frustaci is pregnant with healthy twins after taking the same potent fertility 
drug that she took before conceiving the United States’ first septuplets. (Reuter wirephoto) 

2 new Rushdie books to be published 


LONDON, July 13.(AP):Twonew books by Salman 
Rushdie will soon be published, his First since “The 
Satanic Verses" brought death threats from I ran, his 
publisher announced yesterday. 

Grants Books, in association with Penguin Books, 
said it had acquired world English-language rights to 

Rushdie's novel "Haroun and The Sea of Stories" 
and “Imaginary Homelands,” a collection of essays. 

“Haroun and The Sea of Stories," written for 
Rushdie's adolescent son, “is the story of a story- 
teller who loses the gift of the gab until the gift is 
restored by -his son," said Bill Buford of Grants 
Books. > 

The novel is “as full of srories as ‘The Arabian 
Nights,' from which the principal character Haroun 


takes his name." he said. It will be published m 
Britain on Sept 27 and in the United States next year. 


“Imaginery Homelands.'' has 72 essays on subjects 
ranging from nationalism, VS Naipul and Graham 
Greene, to Britain's general election and the 


American short story. It will be published in Britain 
next spring, Buford said. 

Rushdie, a British citizen born into a Muslim 
family in India, has been in hiding under police 
protection since Feb 14. 1 989 when the late Ayatollah 
Khomeini said he deserved to die for allegedly bias-' 
pheming Islam in “The Satanic Verses." 

Rushdie has since published poetry and several 
essays and reviews. 
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A gay demonstrator (left) presents the Princess of Wales (third Irom left) with a leaflet after the Princess had addressed 
the 16th international Congress of the Family in Brighton on Thursday. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Lesbians, 
gays rally 
at family 
meeting 

BRIGHTON, England. July 13, 
(AP): Homosexual protesters 
yesterday efimbed onto a stage 
inches (centimetres) from Prin- 
cess Diana to proclaim their fit- 
ness as parents. 

The princess had just opened 
the 16th International Congress 
for the Family . She Unshed but sat 
calmly. 

Placards 

Hie protesters canted pink 
placards which said. “’Lesbian 
mothers are not pretending.” 

“The delegates to this congress 
are trying to make people believe 
that lesbian mothers and gay men 
looking after children are not real 
families hot are pretend family 
groups,” said protest leader Dan- 
ielle Ahrens, 21. 

“We have no lesser values than 
any other family,” she said. 

Many of the 2,000 delegates to 
the congress jeered and shouted 
“shame” as four lesbians and gay 
men marched across the stage. _ 

Criticised 

The princess’ decision to open 
the four-day congress, which 
strongly opposes abortion, had 
been criticised by family planning 
groups. Cardinal Basil Hume, the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Westminster, shared the platform 
with the princess. 

Congress co m mittee member 
Evelyn Lochrinsaid the protesters 
had been asked not to hand oat 
their leaflets. 

“We felt they were detrimental 
to family life and may offend peo- 
ple, particularly children,” she 
said. “Yon cannot have true 
family life if yon are fiviag as a 
homosexual. We are prepared to 
listen to their views — in a work- 


Wilson criticised 

Reporting of royal chit-chat 

LONDON. July 13, (AP): The code that governs British treatment of royalty is 
largely unwritie'n but a I ways strict, and novelist A. N. Wilson has violated one of 
the sternest rules of all. 

His sin has been to report a dinner-table chat with her majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the queen mother. 

That her remarks to Wilson were Tally innocuous, and that the conversation 
took place nearly a decade ago, matters little. The affair has provoked some 
sharp language from London society. 

“Scoundrel’' thundered Lord Wyatt of Weeford. 

“An intolerable betrayal," said Nicholas Soames, member ofParliament and 
scion of the Churchill family. 

Wilson. 39, is a gifted novelist and acute social commentator who clearly 
knew he was courting trouble when he published “The Queen Mother's Table- 
talk" in the weekly Spectator magazine two weeks ago. 

“It is probably the grossest impropriety to embarrass her, or her host, by 
repeating our conversation," he wrote. 

“1 do so, however, without very much compunction, since she never gives 
interviews.' and 1 can think of no better person than Queen Elizabeth with 
whom to start off an occasional series of conversations with men and women 
who have lived through most of the yeans of this century ...and whose memories 
stretch back far." 

The article, published in the midst of national celebrations of the Queen 
Mother’s 90th birthday, was thoughtful and affectionate. 

But Lord Wyatt, himself a former journalist, was scanda lis ed, especially since 
it was he who was host of the dinner. 

"Wilson is boastfully shameless in being a scoundrel" he wrote in a letter to 
the Spectator published a week later. It was, be charged, a “deceitfully obtained 
and stolen ‘interview’." 


Roommate 
could not 
recognise 
jogger 

NEW YORK. July 13. (AP); A 
former roommate of the jogger 
gang-raped and severely beaten 
in Central Park testified lhai he 
didn't recognize the victim when 
he first saw her 1> ing comatose in 
the hospital after the attack. 

“1 looked a( her for 10 min- 
utes." said Patrick Garrett. 29. 
“It was actually difficult to iden- 
tify her. as well as I know' her." 

Ring 

"Police showed me her ring." 
Gurreti said Wednesday. “I 
knew it was her ring." 

While he was on the stand, 
prosecutors entered into 
evidence colour photographs 
taken four days after the April 
29. 1989. attack, showing cuts, 
bruises, scrapes, and red welts 
and scratches on almost every 
pan of the, woman's body. 

Garrett, the prosecution's 
28lh witness in the trial of three 
youths, said he met the victim 
when both joined the Salomon 
Brothers Investment Banking 
firm in 1986. 

Platonic 

For a time they shared a two- 
bed room apanmeni as platonic 
friends, he said. They took 
separate apartments in Januarv 
1989. 

Garrett said he got worried 
and went to Metropolitan Hosp- 
ital on April 30 after the woman 
failed to keep an appointment 
the night before and didn't return 
a telephone message, then failed 
to show 1 up for work or call in. 

When he called her. 
prosecutors say. the woman was 
lying in a ravine in the park, 
where she had been gang- raped 
and beaten by a pack of youths. 

Defence lawyers objected to 
Garrett’s testimony and to the 
showing of the photographs, say- 
ing neither added anything new 
and that Lhe latter could 
prejudice jurors. 


On trial in Manhattan state 
supreme court are Raymond 
Santana and Yousef Salaam, 
both 16, and Antron McCray. 
! 5. They are charged with attem- 
pted murder, rape, sexual abuse, 
assault, robbery and riot in the 
attack on the woman and attacks 
on two male joggers. 

The woman, now 29, has retur- 
ned to work, but suffered brain 
damage and does not remember 
the attack, says assistant district 
attorney Elizabeth Lederer. who 
won’t say whether the woman 
will testify. 

McCray, Santana and Salaam 
are on trial in an adult court, but 
if convicted they will be senten- 
ced as juvenile offenders, and 
face up to 10 years in prison. 

Three other youths are to 
stand trial on the same charges 
later this year. 


Elton’s Sacrifice-Healing Hands’ tops chart 

LONDON, July 13, (AP): Elton John held the top Polygram 

spot on the British pop singles chart for the third 4. 13) World in Motion... England-New Order — 
Week with his “Sacniice-Healine Hands." Factory-MCA 


Week with his “Sacrifice-Healing Hands." 

A new single, “One Love" by the group Slone 
Roses, bounced into the charts at No 2. 

This week's top 10 singles, as listed by Our Price 
M usic Ltd., the national music retail chain, with last 
week's places in parenthesis. 

1. (1) Sacrifice-Healing Hands — Elton John — 
Rocket-Polygram 

2. (new) One Love-Stone Roses-Silvertone-Zomba 

3. (2) Nessun Dorma-Luriano Pavarotti -Decca- 


Polygram 

4. (3) World in Motion... England-New Order — 
Factory-MCA 

5. (8) U Can't Touch This — M.C. Hammer — 
Capitol EMI 

6. (5) Close to You — Max Priest — 10 Records 

7. (4) Ooops Up — Snap — Arista - BMG 

8. (6) It Must Have Been Love — Roxetie — EMI 

9. (16) Thunderbirds Are Go — F.A.B. Feat M.C. 
Parker — Brothers Org. 

10. (7) Mona -Craig McLachlan and Check 1-2 — 
Epic-CBS. 


Cautioned 

In her speech, the princess 
cautioned delegates. “In all your 
deliberations you should remem- 
ber that the very idea of the human 
family has many different defini- 
tions, and perhaps those who 
depend on it most — tire young, the 
oi l, the sick and tire lonely — can 
really claim to know its meaning.” 

The protest raised questions 
about security for die princess but 
Sussex chief Constable Roger’s 
Birch said the demonstration 
posed no danger and was handled 
“with great dignity.” 


pm. burned much of Lhe afternoon, a Nights.’ from which th e principal character Haroun essays ana reviews. | ) ‘‘with great dignity ” 

tire department spokesman sajd. 1 ... 

Hunt for Zodiac fruitless, but Dartman suspect arrested 


NEW YORK, July 13, (AP): A police dragnet 
based on astrological research failed to turn up 
the Zodiac killer and cost the city ws much as 
530,000 m overtime for undercover officere sent 
out as decoy prey. . _ 

"Mavbe he read in the papers that ws were 
beefing up" chief of detective Joseph Borrelu 
said Thursday after the all-night hunt. 

“I’m happy he didn’t shoot anyone. I’m not 
happy we haven't caught him yet,” police Com- 
missioner Lee P. Brown said. 

Investigators activated “Operation Watch- 
dog” because they feared the gunman would 


strike according to a 21-day, Thursday pattern 
he has followed over four months in attacks on 
four people. 

In another prominent New York crime spree, 
police arrested a 33-year-old man with a history 
of psychiatric problems as a suspect iiv the 
“Dartman” dart-blowing attacks. 

In the past few weeks. 55 well-dressed women 
have reported being jabbed by homemade darts 
in the buttocks, legs and arms as they walked 
down streets, mostly in midtown Manhattan. 

Of the "night of the Zodiac ” Borrclli refused 
to say how many officers scoured the city in 


search of the gunman, who said in letters to 
police and news organisations that he chooses 
his victims by their astrological signs. 

All fourof the Zodiac's victims, including one 
who died, were shot on Thursday nights bet- 
ween midnight and dawn. 

The 2 1 -day cycle of shootings started March 
8, with other shootings on March 29. May 31 
and June 21. The time between the second and 
third shooting was 63 days, a multiple of2I . 

The gunman vowed in letters to police and 
news media to shoot 1 2 people — one for each 
sign of the Zodiac. 


At least two men who resembled a sketch of 
Zodiac were picked up by detectives, ques- 
tioned and released during the dragnet. Borrclli 
estimated the operation cost the city as much as 
530,000 in overtime for officers. 

BorreUi said the absence ofa Zodiac shooting 
early Thursday “is not inconsistent with him 
because there was that period" of 63 days bet- 
ween the second and third shootings. 

In the Dartman case, police apprehended a 
33-year-old man from the Bronx who is a mes- 
senger with a criminal record and admitted 
psychiatric problems. 


Leading agricultural company dealing in the 
marketing of flowers and related items has 

vacancy for a 

Sales Executive 
Lady 

The potential candidate should be: 

1) Holder of at least a high school'degree. 

2) Fluent in English and spoken Arabic. 

3) Very presentable. 

4) Experienced in sales (not necessarily in flowers). 

5) Ready and capable to undergo intensive training. 

6) Preferably holder of Kuwaiti driving licence. 

7) Holder of transferable residence. 

Interested ladies should send complete resume in own 
hand writing and a recent photograph to the following 
address: 

THE ADVERTISER, 

P.O. BOX 7199 
S AFAT 22082, 

V KUWAIT. 
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President Violetta Chamorro, accompanied by Humberto Ortega, head of the 
armed forces (left) and Francisco Rosales, labour minister {centre) give a news 
conference on Wednesday in which the army leader expressed backing for 
Chamorro and Chamorro said she would not negotiate with pro-Sandinista 
unions until street barricades were lifted and government buildings cleared. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


Former Nicaraguan president Daniel Ortega speaks during a press conference on Thursday, to discuss last week's 
confrontation between the government and pro-Sandmista unions. Ortega said that if the Sandimstas had wanted to 
overthrow the government, they could have, but that was not the purpose of the strike. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Managua accord ends workers’ strike 

Return of lands suspended, 43pc salary rise 


MANAGUA, July 13, (AP): Negotiators 
for the government and striking unions 
agreed early yesterday to end a 10-day 
strike that tore up city streets, brought 
commerce to a bait and left at least six 
people dead. 

The accord was signed by negotiators 
for President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro 
and the Sandinista-led National Workers' 
Front, ending the biggest challenge so far 
to Chamorro's 1 0-week-old government 

The strike took hold July 2 and spread 
through most government ministries and 
many state businesses. Strike leaders 
claimed 90.000 workers took part. 

The Sandinistas, who left office April 25 
after a February election defeat, remain 
the largest single political force in 
Nicaragua. 

In its settlement, the government agreed 
to suspend a decree permitting the return 
of lands confiscated by the Sandinistas to 
the previous landowners. It also agreed to 


f ive workers a 43 per cent salary raise in 
uly and another increase of undetermined 
size in August. 

Under the pact, public sector workers 
fired since Chamorro took office April 25 
will be paid and there will be no retribution 
against the strikers. 

The Sandinistas bad opposed the layoffs 
ordered by the US-backed government, 
which is trying to cut the budget deficit and 
nurseback to health an economy ravaged 
fay a decade of war and US trade sanctions. 

Opposition also was strong in the coun- 
try of 3.7 million people to government 
plans to sell many of the properties the 
Sandinistas confiscated and nationalised 
after coming to power in a 1979 popular 
revolution. 

The strike closed the international air- 
port, cut electricity and water service, 
limited telephone service and mail 
delivery, reduced gasoline supplies and 


shut down factories and businesses. 

It was the second major strike, and the 
most violent, in Chamorro's administra- 
tion. At jeasL six people were reported 
killed and 100 injured in fighting between 
strikers and government supporters since 
Friday. 

On Wednesday, barricade-building and 
gun-fighiingin the streets ofManagua that 
had occurred in recent days appeared to 
have subsided. 

A public sector strike in May forced the 
government to grant 100 per cent raises 
and other important concessions. The 
raises helped offset high inflation in 
Nicaragua, where the average worker's 
salary is only about SI 00 a month. 

The minimum salary is about S20 a 
month, and inflation was officially listed at 
1 24.7 per cent for June. 

The latest strike was initially called to 
protest the firings of government workers 


and to demand a voice in government 
economic policy, which the workers say 
favours the wealthy under the new govern- 
ment. 

Those demands were met in part 
through the indemnification and the land 
redistribution issue. 

The government had proclaimed the 
strike illegal, claiming it was politically 
motivated. 

Workers were returning to their jobs 
yesterday. The streets of many neighbour- 
hoods remained torn up where Sandinista 
backers had used the paving stones for 
barricades. 

The unions that called the strikes, the 
army and police are all loyal to the leftist 
Sandinistas. who ruled the country for a 
decade until their February loss at the 
polls. The US economic embargo that hel- 
ped create shotages even in basic food- 
stuffs, contributed to their defeat. 


Cristiani 
suggests 
all forces 
reduction 

SAN SALVADOR, July 13, 
(Agencies): President Alfredo 
Cristiani has suggested a simul- 
taneous reduction of rebel and 
government armed forces. He 
added the next round of peace 
talks would take place July 20 in 
Costa Rica. 

Cristiani was responding to 
concerns that neither side wants 
to be first to reduce strength, a 
major sticking point in peace 
negotiations. 

“There is an easy way to 
resolve that. Simultaneity,'' he 
said during a breakfast meeting 
with foreign correspondents yes- 
terday. 

The president declined .to 
elaborate on his government's 
position on armed forces reduc- 
tion for the round of peace talks 
scheduled for later this month. 
He cited the two sides' accord on 
confidentiality. 

The talks are designed to end a 
10- year civil war that has killed 
an estimated 72,000 people. 

The Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front, the 
leftist giterrilla army, has deman- 
ded “demilitarisation" of 
Salvadoran society. It is deman- 
ding a drastic reduction in troop 
strength, an end to military 
impunity for human rights 
abuses and a purge of the officer 
corps. 

The two sides have agreed on 
an agenda and to political 
accords that would permit a 
cease-fire by mid-September. 
The lalks.began in Venezuela in 
May and continued in Mexico 
last month. 

Cristiani said the government 
would propose acceleration of 
the negotiation schedule during 
this month's round, which is ten- 
tatively set to begin July 20 in 
Costa Rica. 

He said the government wants 
the talks to be more or less con- 
tinuous. with relatively brief 
recesses for consultations, until 
accords are reached. 

He said the talks could bog 
down if the rebels insist on “pun- 
itive measures for what hap- 
pened in the past.” The president 
urged the insurgents to adopt 
positions promoting “reconcilia- 
tion rather than confrontation." 

■ Immigration officials in 
Long Beach, California, have 
arresLed a man seeking political 
asylum as an informer on the 
death squads linked to the mur- 
ders of six Jesuit priests in El 
Salvador. 

Cesar Vielman Joya Martinez 
was arrested by Immigration and 
Naturalisation Service agents on 
a felony warrant for failing to 
appear in court on an immigra- 
tion charge. Ins spokesman Ron 
Rogers said Wednesday. 

Cristiani suggested yesterday 
he had approved an order by the 
army's chief of stall to search the 
residence of six Jesuit priests 
three days before they were slain 
by suspected members of the 
army. 

Cristiani said the order was 
given by the Chief of Staff of the 
Salvadoran Armed forces. Col. 
Rene Emilio Ponce. 



Some of the 18 aides of Colombian ioid Pablo Escobar are presented to the press on Wednesday, after they were 
detained by police forces during a raid. Thousands of police and soldiers are pursuing Escobar, accompanied by 15 
bodyguards, through a semi-jungle region some 100 km off Medellin. (Reuter wirephoto) 



Pablo Escobar 


Hernan Dario Henao Ouintero, brother-in-law ol Colombian drug lord Pablo 
Escobar . is presented to the presson Wednesday after he was arrested by police 
during a raid. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Zulema sues Menem for eviction 

Barred from retrieving belongings 


BU ENOS A I RES. July 1 3. ( UPI): Mrs Zulema 
Yoma De Menem. 51, has sued her estranged 
husband. President Carlos Menem, for her 
eviction from the presidential mansion, judicial 
sources said yesterday. 

The damage suit was presented Wednesday 
in ihe court of San Isidro, a residential suburb 
north of Buenos Aires, the sources said. 

Menem, who has been separated from his 
wife since May 8. ordered Mrs Menem evicted 
on June 12 from the official presendial 
residence at Olivos, located 18 miles (28 km 
north of Buenos Aires. 

Mrs Menem tried to return to the mansion on 
at least two occasions to retrieve personal 
belongings, but was barred by a presidential 
guard, according to the suit. 


She claimed she has still not been able to 
remove her furniture and personal effects front 
the residence. 

Zulema Yoma has been living with her 
daughter. Zulemita, 19. in a downton Buenos 
Aires apartment since leaving the official 
residence. 

The Presiding judge in the case. Delma 
Cabrera, declined to give more details, and 
siad." it is about a question of right to privacy, 
even if the protagonists are public figures." 

The civil and commercial code of Buenos 
Aires established rights for persons" who have 
been dispossessed totally or partially of goods 
(furniture) by violence or clandestine meth- 
ods," he said. , 


Escobar 
bounty 
raised, 
hunt on 


BOGOTA, July 13,< AP): Police yes- 
terday continued tbeir fire-day man- 
hunt far cocaine godfather Pablo 
Escobar and raised the reward for 
information filing (o his capture. 

Escobar, reputed chief of the 
Medellin drag cartel, escaped into the 
jungle Wednesday with scores of 
bodyguards and informers after being 
sunoanded by pofice at a tndeosL It 
was die third time in a year that police 
bare nearly napped the dragford. 

A national pofice spokesman, 
* p pa fc h?g on usual condition of anon- 
ymity, said tbe government ramed (he 
reward for Escobar from 400,000 to 
5600,000. 

Raising tbe bounty was an apparent 
attempt to Mock a campaign by drag 
traffickers to bribe peasants into 
deuce. 

Oaring tbe maidmnt, seemity forces 
anested a snspect who had handed 
money to peasants to beep them bom 
tdfing pofice where Escobar was hid- 
ings »»d national pofice director Gen. 
Octavio Vargas. 

Some 2,000 soldiers and policemen 
are sweeping (be jungle with helicop- 
ters and land patrols, Vargas said. 

“Tbe presence of family and men 
dose to Pabto Escobar and informa- 
tion we have received from peasants 
indicates he is still in die region, ” 
Vargas said. 

Security troops also arrested sereo 
employees of the cartel on Wednes- 
day, the spokesman said. Those 
arrests bring to 18 die number of Csr- 
tel employees captnred daring tbe Ihe- 
day drag raid. 

Among tbe arrested were Escobar's 
personal physician and bis brother-in- 
law and confidant, Hernan Dario 
Quintero, police said. 

Police had occupied a shack 
Escobar used asabideout, they said. It 
contained his personal notes, biding 
places, escape routes and explosives, 
police said. 

Escobar, 42, has been Mamed for 
tbe morder of hundreds of Colom- 
bians, including a top presidential can- 
didate and an A Korney -General. He 

west from being a petty car thief in Ins 
youth to one of tbe world's 20 richest 
men, with an estimated worth of more 
than S3 billion, according to written 
accounts. 

Also Wednesday, two more 
paBcemen were murdered in the drag 
traffickers’ campaign to intimidate 
the police in MeddUn, Colombia's 
second largest dty. That brought to 
133 tbe panther of police assassinated 
In MeddQn so far this year, according 
to Medeftin metropolitan police. 

The cartel is pay teg $-000 to each 
assassin who kills a policeman, auth- 
orities say. 

Four youths working for drug traf- 
fickers also died Wednesday in a 
shootout with ponce In a Medellin 
so barb Jong considered the headquar- 
ters of the Medellin drag cartel, police 
said. 


Liberia peace 
tal ks resum e 

Rebels vow to fight on 

MONROVIA, July 13. (AP): Hundreds of people fled in panic yesterday aliersoluiu* A3 “- hcd h * “• sC! ° n ‘ 1 

fired ai a fishing boat suspected of carrying rebels. . . . ■ c. errj Leone under l he ats»|nu» of 

The latest disturbances came as peace talks resumed in neighbouring bi«-rrj 

the Economic Community of West African Slates ( , conferred for at !cjm frit* hours mih 
co 

^TTieseSion was addressed for three hours this morning by the spokesman for ihe rebel National Palm t«. 
Front of Liberia. Thomas Woewiju. 


Informed sources say 
Woewiju stressed the Front's 
stand of no cessation of hostility 
in the conflict until President 
Doe steps down. 

The sources said the Front's 
spokesman accused the Doe 
regime of “the reign of terror in 
Monrovia" adding that the front 
believes in bringing peace to the 
war-ravaged country. 

The sources also said that 
Woewiju has supported the for- 
matio nofan interim government 
in Liberia. 

Woewiju will continue to 
address the mediation commit- 
tee, which is made upof the Gam- 
bia, Nigeria, Togo and Ghana. 

Fighting 

Troops also fired into the 
Nigerian embassy early last mor- 
ning, where 150 Nigerians were 
taking cover from the six-month 
civil war. Two bullets grazed one 
guard's face, barely missing his 
eye. 

More than 6,000 Liberians 
and foreigners have sought 
refuge in churches and embassy 
compounds in the rebel-besieged 
capital of 400,000 people. 

It was the array's second viola- 
tion of a diplomatic mission's 
immunity. In May, soldiers stor- 
med a UN compound and took 
away more than 30 men and boys 
of the rebel’s Gio and Mano 
tribes. The United Nations 
immediately pulled out of 
Liberia. 

Troops made house-to-house 
searches in Monrovia free port, 
which rebels have attacked twice 
within the Iasi week. 

Monrovians. their nerves 
shattered by the two-week siege 
and nightly shooting and looting 
by Doe’s army, ran toward the 
dty centre seeking sanctuary. 

Feuding 

Troops fired mortars and 
automatic rifles in the eastern 
suburb of Paynesville in an 
apparent counter-offensive, 
residents said. 

One witness said the fighting 
appeared concentrated near 
Liberia's state radio station, 
which has been off the air for 
more than a week. 

Diplomats in Monrovia and 
Liberians behind rebel lines have 
reported feuding between main- 
stream rebel leader Taylor and a 
splinter group of 500 to 700 men 
led by one ofnis former comman- 
ders, Prince Johnson. 

Taylor, leader of the National 
Patriotic Front, has said his 
rebels would not observe a 
unilateral ceasefire called by Doe 
last week and would capture 
Monrovia by the end of this 
week. 

He sent a delegation, however, 
to peace talks with Doe's govern- 
ment in Freetown, the capital of 
Sierra Leone. 

Sources close to Doe said the 
president was packed and ready 
to leave. The United States, 
Liberia's oldest ally, has offered 
to take Doe abroad, but not into 
internal exile. 

The sources said that if forced 
to flee. Doe, 40; would prefer to 
go to Ms home region of Grand 
Gedeh county in eastern Liberia, 
a stronghold of his minority 
Krahn tribe. 

Doe has sent about half his 
1, 000-strong presidential guard 
to Grand Gedeh. along with 
arms. ammunition and 
thousands of Krahn civilians. 

The Freetown talks lasted 
three hours last morning, and 
another session was held in the 
evening. 

But before the talks began 
Woewiyu offered little hope 
there was anything to negotiate. 

“We have not come to discuss 
a ceasefire,” he said after disem- 
barking from the trawler “Tres- 
sie", which had made the 30- 
hour voyage from the rebel-held 
port of Buchanan in neighbour- 
ing Liberia. 

Woewiyu said the economic 
union was “a very powerful ins- 
titution and we have an obliga- 
tion to come and hear what they 
have to say.” 

“After alLT he said, “when all 
this is over, we will be left broke, 
and we will need materia! help 
from somebody.** 


If he comes back, he will be arrested; Duvalier’s return termed ‘rumour’ 


UNITED NATIONS. July 13. (UPI): Haiti - * 
Foreign Minister Keslcr Clermont said yester- 
day that the ousted former president-for life 
Jcan-Claudc Duvalier would be arrested if he 
returned from exile in France. 

Clermont said it was just a “rumour" that 
Duvalier. k nick named “Baby Doc,” were to fly 
back to Haiti at the end of this month as repor- 
ted by some Haitian press. 

“Ifhe comes back, he will be arrested because 


there are complaints against him.” Clermor.t 
said. 

The minister also said the provisional govern- 
ment of President Enha Pascal Trouillot has 
begun a legal process to expel former Duvalier's 
high-ranking officials who returned from exile 
to Port-au-Prince last week. 

The presence of Roger Lafontant and 
William Regalia on the island triggered a gen- 
eral strike that shut down the capital Wednes- 


day. 

Lafontant was responsible for the feared. 
"Tontons Macoutes,’ a paramilitary force 
under Duvalier known for its terror tactics 
against the population. Regalia was held res- 
ponsible for the massacre of 34 voters in tbe 
1987 democratic elections, one year after 
Duvalier was ousted from power and took 
refuge in France. 


Regalia was a senior aide to Duvalier and 
served under two subsequent military govern- 
ments after Duvalier went into exile. Duvalier 
and some former aides were accused of looting 
the country treasury. Haiti is considered one of 
the poorest countries in the world. 

Duvalier inherited the presi den l-for-life posi- 
tion in 197 1 from his father who ruled the island 
for 14 years. 


Brazil announces end of deficit 

BRASILIA. Julv 13. l API: The g^cromcni announced v^terd.i;. .» h.;d 
liquidated a chronic budget dehcit. pacing the «.!> for lower inflation 

and renewed talks with foreign creditors. 

Economy Minister Zclia Cardoso de McHo sa.d Brazil luwj 
budget surplus equivalent to 1 .65 per cent or HxGror* Viiion.il Produi-. 

which the ministry put at S560 billion. . 

Earlier estimates had projected a deficit ol I . percent. 

“We have liquidated a chronic situation ol Iiscj l j m na lance, w 
one of the main causes of inflation." C jrdoso de Mello said 
television interview. 

To obtain the surplus, the government raised uv revenue ic per writ. 
Cut planned investments 39 per cent and reduced om» ‘ s per L ' cn: - ,nr 
minister said. „ , - .... , , 

A key to balancing the budget was President Fernando (. olu,ir de 
Mello's controversy I “administrative reform" plan, she said. It includes 
the selling of government cars and mansions, dosing or filing dozens o! 
state-owned companies and firing some 360.000 Icdcnil cmplojcvs 
Despite a wave of labour strikes to protest the planned tinny. ■». 
Cardoso de Mello said, “the price was worth paying." 


. which wj'v 
j live 


Planes, trains, ports 

Menem: sell 
everything! 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina. July 13. (AP): Planes, trains, 
ships, ports, casinos, racetracks, hotels, radio stations, electric 
power plants — dozens of.busincsses. industries and monopolies 
created by the state or nationalised decades ago are for sale. 

In June alone, a majority stake in the telephone company Entcl 
was awarded in June: 9.800 kilometres (6.076 miles) of federal 
highways were leased to private firms: and foreign companies 
were granted access to potentially rich oil fields. 

Under President Carlos Menem, the stale that has dominated 
Argentina's economy since the 1940s is redefining its role, and 
stepping back. 

The reason: This once-prosperous nation is undergoing reces- 
sion, high unemployment and triple-digit inflaiionr Its foreign 
debt of S66 billion is the third-highest in the developing world, 
and the government is bankrupt. 

“Argentina is not well. Argentina is broken. ’ the Peromsi 
president said last July 9 in his inauguration speech. "At this 
historic time begins the reconstruction.'' 

Few Argentines suspected Menem would sell companies that 
were taken over by his party's founder, Juan Domingo Peron. 
beginning in the 1940s, and which- came to be considered the 
national patrimony. He said little about it in his campaign. 

But Menem concluded the entities that once were an economic 
engine had become an anchor, which he is trying to cut loose. 

Oil production stagnated in the 1980s because the slate com- 
pany YPF lacked capital and secondary recovery technology. 
Promising basins were never explored. Potentiallvam exporter. 
Argentina barely produces enough for its own needs. 

One-third of the stale highway system of 28,500 paved 
kilometres (14.670 paved miles) is in marginal shape of worse 
according to the government. Private studies say the ratio is 
closer to one-half. 

About four locomotives in 1 0 are ou t of service a t any tnomen t 
officials at the slate train company Ferrocarriles Areentinos 
admit. And about 40 per cent of track that dates to the 1 920s is so 
worn that trains ride it with caution. 

Argentines wait years logeta new telephone line — only to find 
it's impossible to call from onecity to another because ofjammed 
circuits, or to make an international call without an operator. 

Within Buenos Aires, calls frequently get misdirected and 
callers cannot hear or make themselves be heard, or even get a 
dial lone. "The system is in collapse." said Enlel director Maria 
Julia Alsogaray. 

Perhaps worst of all. public services are relatively costly as well 
as inefficient. By all accounts, public companies are poorly 
managed, overstaffed and strangled id red tape. Ofien they are 
shut down by striking workers. 

Fares go uncollected on state trains. Employees of the state 
water and electricity ' companies gel service" at a discount 
Politicians receive Tree tickets on the state airline. 

Tbe 13 biggest public companies lost nearly S4 billion in 1989. 
That amount represents about 7 per cent of tbe Gross Domestic 
Product, and the biggest share of tbe annual fiscal deficit. 

Depreaatxon far outstrips new investment. This capital dty of 
10 million rationed energy last year when drought shriveled 
production at hydroelectric complexes. Meanwhile, construe- 

iagTor lack of fijnds^ ^ ^ “ d ‘ hC huge yacyreL > dara 
Among other problems, labour unions are intransigent, over- 
worted courts are unable to enforce contracts adequately and 
sbdedaily 1 ^ 80 V ° atlte 11,81 cumnc y a °d interest rates soar and 

ft^nosho^orWdd^ nIinaSCOmp “'^ Surprisillgly - 



Free passage 


Czechoslovakia yesterday urged Cuba ro nrnvirio „ 
who havS taken refuge in Prague's embassl m uf l 66 passa 9 e *0 14 Cubans 
Czechoslovakia also appealecfio ' r- 

help resolve the crisis. Picture shows uni?orm^ rl^^i G „ 0rrn t ny U ^ t0 
chosiovahian on C “ 
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nawks, officials in talks 

' ^ • 

Dispute over building golf course on ancestral lands 


" OKA, Quebec, July 13, (AP): 
Mohawk Indiana have opened 
talks with the Quebec govern- 
ment after a police officer died in 
a confrontation over plans to 
build a golf course on ancestral 
land. 

. But the Mohawks in this town 
■ ■ . near Montreal vowed to keep 
V their barricades up until police 
... cleave and they receive immunity 
from prosecution. 

Quebec’s Native Affairs Mini- 
“... ster. John Ciacria, said the two 
sides had held talks late yester- 
day and agreed to more talks 
>. later today. 

lai “We’ve had a very positive 
meeting," Ciacca said. He said 
yesterday's talks were halted to 
“respect the Mohawk tradition 
of not continuing this type of a 
meeting after sunset” 

The dispute centres on plans 
by the Oka Town government to 
build a golf course addition the 
* Indians say encroaches on their 
ancestral land. 

Police brought in reinfor- 
cements yesterday, bringing to 
about 1,000 tbe number, of 
^officers in tbe area. 

Tbe Mohawks dug trenches 
and strengthened their concrete- 
block ana barbed-wire barriers 
with crushed police cars as they 
prepared for a possible showd- 
own. 

Dozens off police wearing flak 
jackets and carrying shotguns 
were seen patrolling their new 
sandbagged positions reinforced 

I with concrete blocks. 

All day yesterday, the two 
sides faced each other across 
their barricades, about 200 Moh- 
awks at the top of a hill on the 
highway that goes through this 
picturesque town, 18 miles west 
ofMontreai, and the police at the 
£ bottom of the hill 

“The police have to retreat 
completely from the area before 
we can ever work out a deal with 
Ciaccia,” Mohawk spokes- 
woman Ellen Gabriel said. 

A Ciaccia aide said earlier the 
minister was negotiating with 
members of the Mohawk Bhnd 
Council and their Warriors 
Society, trying to resolve the dis- 
pute. 

Mohawks, wearing camou- 
flage and carrying revolvers, 
hunting rifles and assault rifles, 
raised tbe yellow and red 
Warrior Society flag over the golf 
course's immaculate lawns. They 
commandeered a fleet of golf 
( carls to ferry leaders and mes- 
sages between encampments. 

The Mohawks claim title to a 
small pine forest Oka wants to 
cut down so the golf course can 
add nine holds. Police intervened 
at the request of Oka’s mayor 
after Mohawks refused to tear 
down a small barricade they built 
four months ago. 

Early Wednesday, a raiding 
force of about 1 00 Quebec police 
attacked the barricade. They 
retreated after Cpl Marcel 
Leraay, 3 1 , was shot. Police were 
not certain whether he was shot 
by Mohawks or fellow police. 

Jocelyn Turcolte, president of 
the Quebec Provincial Police 
Association, came to the lines to 
talk to his union members. 

in an act of solidarity, Moh- 
awks on the Kahnawake reserve, 
south of Montreal, threw up 
blockades Wednesday to shut 
down the Merrier Bridge. The 
bridge leads from the south shore 
of the St Lawrence river into 
■ Montreal and the action snarled 
traffic for thousands of com- 
muters. Tbe Mohawks said the 
blocade will remain as long as the 
situation in Oka is not resolved. 
Members of the militant 

Wildfires 

blacken 

forests 

MARSEILLE. July 13. /AP): 
More than 2.000 fire-fighters on 
Wednesday mastered a series of 
wildfires that blackened scenic 
southern France in the first 
major wave of fires to strike this 
year. 

About 50 separate blazes bur- 
ned through on Tuesday night 
into Wednesday, the worst con- 
suming 2,000 hectares (4.950 
acres) of forestland near the 
village of Coudoux. 

At least a dozen homes are 
destroyed in the region, but no 
one was killed. Three fire-fight- 
ers suffered smoke inhalation. 

Officials said the casualty toll 
could have been much worse. In a 
nearby pine forest, heat fromlhe 
blaze exploded a stock of bombs 
I buried after World War II. Fire- 
fighters stayed clear of the area. 

Fires also struck near Aix-En- 
Province, Septcraes-Les-Vallons 
| and dozens of other locations, 
but there were no reports of 
property losses or injuries. 

In all, some 3.500 hectares 
* (8.650 acres) of brushiand and 
forest burned, driven by 120 
kilometre per hour ( 75 miles per 
hour) mistral winds pushing 
down the Rhone river from the 
north. 
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Brandishing a gun, a masked Mohawk stands atop a highway barricade made from police cars on Wednesday after a 
police raid failed to uproot the Mohawks, who are trying tQ stop a golf course near Montreal. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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Armed Mohawks man a barricade of overturned police vehicles after a raid by police (ailed to uproot the 
Indians who are trying to stop a new golf course extension near Montreal. (Reuter wirephoto) 


warrior societies from Kahn- 
awake and the Akwesasne 
Reserve, south of Cornwall. 
Ontario, have also come to the 
Oka's pine forest in solidarity. 

An autopsy reportedly has 
concluded Lemay died from a 
wound to his heart after a bullet 
entered just below his arm where 


his flak jacket does not protect 
him. He also sustained wounds 
to the face and chest. 

Oka Mayor Jean Ouellette, 
who called the police after Moh- 
awks ignored a court injunction 
to tear down the barricade, was 
believed in hiding because of 
death threats. 


Oka residents blame Ouellette 
for Wednesday *5 confrontation 
and say the Mohawk land claims 
should have been settled by 
negotiation. 

Quebec government officials 
say they did not order Wednes- 
day's assault and have expressed 
anger at the incident. 


New Down’s syndrome test 

— — — » 

Results within a day 

NEW YORK. July 13. (AP): The standard three- ing the Down's syndrome portion of the system in 
week test for women's syndrome can be l remen- June, although the procedure should not replace 


NEW YORK. July 13. (AP): The standard three- 
week test for women's syndrome can be tremen- 
dously stressful for expectant parents and even 
unavailable to some younger mothers because of 
cost, but a new test may change that. 

Oncor Inc., based in Gaithersburg, Maryland, 
says it has developed a testing system that can delect 
the syndrome in foetuses in one day, and 
improvement that may provide faster and cheaper . 
results for expectant couples. • 

Down’s syndrome is a form of mental retardation 
caused bv having three copies rather than two of 
chromosome No.21. U occurs in about one m every 
800 births. 

The testing system can also delect disease-caus- 
ing. abnormal numbers of copies of chromosomes 
13, IS, X and Y. although it cannot detect other 


standard testing yet. 

Traditional chromosome testing takes about 
three weeks because cells, once extracted from the 
womb, must be grown in the laboratory and treated 
before their chromosomes are examined under a 
microscope. 

The new approach eliminates the growing of cells. 
Instead, it uses genetic probes that attach themselves 
to each copy of the chromosome being tested. The 
probesshow up as fluorescent spots under a micros- 
cope. where they can be counted, revealing the 
number of chromosome copies present. 

Turner said the technique produced no false read- 
ings in the company's experiments. 

The company recommends it for use only in 


chromosomal abnormalities or defects in specific combination with standard chromosome analysis, 
eenes said Stephen Turner, Oncor’s chairman and n can indicate high-risk samples for priority testing 
chief executive officer. and confirm cases that were difficult to diagnose, 

Oncor, which develops genetic tests, started sell- Turner said. 


Thousands exposed 
to radiation in ’ 40 s 

States first public acknowledgement 






RICHLAND. Wash.. July 13, (UP1): About 13,500 unsuspecting 
neighbours of a government atom bomb plant were exposed to 
dangerous levels of cancer-causing radiation a generation ago. scient- 
ists say in a landmark study of formerly secret records. 

In the first detailed estimate of radiation doses to the public from a 
federal nuclear weapons facility, scientists said yesterday as many as 
13,500 people in Washington and Oregon received high doses of 
radioactive iodine from air emissions released from the Hanford - 
nuclear reserve lion between 1 944 and 1 947. 

While not directly released by the government, the SI 5-miiiton study 

New drug 

BOSTON, July 13. (AP): A ’ 

medicine that strengthens elderly 

women's fragile bones can cut Hv ‘ - 

their risk of spinal fractures in 

half, significantly reducing the ilvi' l 

painful and cnppting effects of BU.** - -^^B|b* 
osteoporosis, a study concludes. Bn \ 

The medicine, called Etidron- Hp 
ate, reverses much of the slow toss 
of bone that underlies 
osteoporosis, the brittle-bones 
disease that afflicts an estimated 

Americans. JW 

•The research shows that 

Etidronate can prevent crushed t ^ ijl? - - J 

vertebrae, which are extremely 
common in old age, especially 

among women. This fracture is the B^BBk, . A/_-. . •-! 

most frequent consequence of ajV 

osteoporosis. However, there is no f. • 

evidence yet that the treatment 

wiO stop broken hips, a less com- 

mon but more serious hazard of 

the disease. 

“This is really ex eating," said ‘ 

Dr Nelson B. Watts of Emory ’ 

University, principal author of the ■ 

study. “We can wait until . 

somebody is already in bad shape 
and make them better. They won’t 
stand straight or play basketbalL ||fB^r- ! 

But the deterioration will be hal- •*. y . ’ 

Experts believe Etidronate will V. . .*•'•; • ' \ ■■ 

soon join (wo other prescription ffi j fo : W~ J*:" - ' ' ’:.v 

drags — Estrogen and Calcitonin |R‘ y V yX : ‘ .' Vs 

— for routine treatment of the Ipp ,’;'..; J : ' r /', : , ~ -V’ i <;>>' . ■ . '~J: 

disease, and could become the ; -V- • ■- 

preferred medicine for many Rj^.' .> • •ft’*? -.4 '• - 

elderly victims. . ' .v _ 

“We think it’s extremely ^ 
encouraging news,” said Sandra Alfred Merhan. of Iranian origin, poses w 

Raymond, executive director of Wednesday. Merhan has been stranded 
the National Osteoporosis Fotm- ® nce tea ™9 ,rar V his f a ®®P° rl ha y*"« 

Hopefully now, based on these 7 wireph 

studies, we may have another 
. option.” 

The latest study, conducted at I 

seven US medical centres, was I B KJy I dfB " ■ 

published in yesterday's New | 

Engfand jovnal oF medicine. In 

Weary tr 

that reached similar conclusions. 

SXS 13. (Reuter): Flight d 

bton PluuinKenticals, which pr ?i b,e S ^ ”5' tr i Ve ^ 1 

SteE«anmIS^^ “^ttedep^hrcshoariaiehs 

Alfred Merhan, also known as 
la the latest work, 429 women ticket in hand but nowhere to go. 
with osteoporosis were randomly Gutching his British Airways a 

assigned to take Etidronate or and a bear in the other, he sisls on l 

placebos for two years. When it , board. It has been home for the pa 
was over, the spinal bone density 12 months on the righL side of the : 

of those getting Etidronate had Merhan. as he prefers to be calk 

inc re ased 5 per cent, and they snf- day he arrived in Paris from Brass 
fered half as many vertebral frac- He has since been unable to lea' 
tores as the other women. because he has no passport and no 

-The impact of Etidrooate was ‘S “ ' W 

greatest in MMdaals with the Aged 45 and starting to go Md, 

lowest bone mu," noted Dr ? 01 ^ n J^ Ut 3 'T kend ^¥ ^ ^ 
w illiam Peck or Washington looks spruce and in good health d. 

University in St Louis, Missoari. **»!?' y i? ^ na ? e ‘ 

-That means we aretalking about . 

redneing fractures iirpeo^e who father and holds dual British and ( 
are ^itthe greatest riskVThafs an Iraman oflictajs i confiscated his 

excitine oossibititv ” took P 311 ,n anh-Shah demonstn 

exciting possamny. said. Belgium gave him stateless sti 

The study showed that in of those documents on the way to" 

women with the weakest bones, He applied unsuccessfully to au 

the medicine resulted in a two- his passporL 
thirds drop in fractures. “He’s quite nice. We all know 1 

During the study, tbe women never had a British passport ant 
took the medicine for two weeks Iranian." British embassy spokesn 
out of every three mouths. The “He's applied numerous times 

drag is already on the market for Scottish, he wouldn't have the righ 
treatment of Paget’s disease, Merhan continues to wait and h 

another bone ailment However, it » “The people at British Airways 
has Drt been approved by the US are very nice and give me things to 
Food and Drag Administration youth hostel I stayed in in Brussels 








Etidronate carries no known 
side effects, costs between S200 
and $300 per year and is taken in 
pills. Calcitonin requires three 
injections a week ami costs 10 
times more. 


Alfred Merhan. of Iranian origin, poses with his belongings and plane ticket on 
Wednesday. Merhan has been stranded for two years at Paris' Roissy airport 
since leaving Iran, his passport having been confiscated. Deprived of the 
document he remains stateless, unable to leave or enter France or any other 
country until the authorities decide how to resolve his situation. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 

No place to go 

Weary traveller 

PARIS, July 13, (Reuter): Flight delays and airport food are no 
problem for one weary traveller. He has spent two years sitting 
under the departures board at Charles de Gaulle airport. 

Alfred Merhan, also known as Abdul Nasser Karimi, has a 
ticket in hand but nowhere to go. 

Gutching his British Airways coupon to London in one hand 
and a bear in the other, he sisls on the bench on the left side of the 
board. It has been borne for the past year. He spent the previous 
12 months on the righL side of the same board. 

Merhan. as he prefers to be called, told reporters on Wednes- 
day be arrived in Paris from Brussels in 1988 for a two-day trip. 

He has since been unable to leave the airport or enter Paris 
because he has no passport and no visa for anywhere. 

“The paperwork takes so long to go through," hfe sighed. 

Aged 45 and starting to go bald, the Iranian-born traveller has 
nothing but a weekend bag and a free copy of a newspaper. He 
looks spruce and in good health despite the long wait without a 
penny to his name. 

Merhan says he was born to a Scottish mother and an Iranian 
father and holds dual British and Canadian citizenship. 

Iranian officials confiscated his passport and papers when be 
took part in anti-Shah demonstrations in London in 1975, he 
said. Belgium gave him stateless status in 1988 but he was robbed 
of those documents on the way to Paris. 

He applied unsuccessfully to authorities in Britain to replace 
hispassporL 

“He's quite nice. We all know him and like him. But he has 
never had a British passport and as far as we can tell, he’s 
Iranian." British embassy spokesman Richard Wilkinson said. 

“He’s applied numerous times but even if his mother was 
Scottish, he wouldn't have the right to enter the UK." 

Merhan continues to wait and hope. 

■ “The people at British Airways, Air Canada and Lufthansa 
are very nice and give me things to eat," he said. “It's a bit like a 
youth hostel I stayed in in Brussels before I came here. 

“I take my shower twice a week, and the waiting bench in hall 6 
is very comfortable." he said. 

A quiet and earnest man, Merhan said he had grown accus- 
tomed to life in the departure zone but would Uke to move on. 

“The problem is there’s no' dentisL I've been robbed three 
times and, well, it gets kind of boring after a while." 

“I'm not being very productive,” he added. 


Gene causing elephant man’s disorders, grotesque tumours discovered 


WASHINGTON, July 13. (AP): Researchers have 
identified a gene underlying elephant man s disease, 
which afflicts 100,000 Americans and ran cause 
grotesque tumours, crippling and learning defects. 

Discovery ofthc gene isa vital step toward develop- 
ing therapv for the now-unireatable genetic disorder, 
that has puzzled doctors.for decades, experts said 

\jpctpr n9 V 

Researcher Dr Francis Collins said it might be 
years before the discovery results in drugs or other 
direct treatment, but that diagnostic tests to identify 
those who carry the defective gene may be developed 


rather quickly. 

Scientists at the University of Michigan and the 
University of Utah, working independently, found 
the neurofibromatosis, or NF, gene at virtually the 
same lime. 

For Collins, leader of the Michigan group, it was 
thesecond major gene discoveryin 1 1 months. Hewas 
a co-discoverer of the cystic fibrosis gene in August 
1989. 

“We have pried open the black box of 
neurofibromatosis and are peering inside," Collins 
said at a news conference. 


The University of Utah co-d«cover of the gene is 
Dr Raymond White, whose paper will be published 
Friday in the journal Cell. Collins is publishing 
Friday in Science, the journal of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science. 

Neurofibromalosisisa genetic disorder that strikes 
about one in every 4,000 newborns. 

For two-thirds of the patients, the symptoms are 
mild skin discolouration. For the rest, NF causes 
tumours that can pop up anywhere in the body, but 
always on nerve tissue. 

The tumour growth can raise large globular masses. 


paid for by the Energy Department represents the first official ackn- 
owledgement that releases of radiation from Hanford were large 
enough to cause illness, including cancer and thyroid disease. 

The study, done by a government contractor and supervised by an 
independent panel of scientists, estimated the dose to the thyroid 
glands of those 13.500 people were 33 RADs (radiation absorbed 
doses) or more. 

That compares to thedose of 1 R A D the whole body would normally 
absorb from natural background radiation over three years from 

sources such as radon or cosmic 
|||l< . %?,. ;'..i rays. One RAD is equal lo the 

-ijj amount of radiation a person 
' \ at* M would receive in about a dozen 

Kv, ' ' ' H B M- chest X-rays. 

Be?-';'' ** Of 270.000 people living 

around Hanford at the lime, half 
Bj^^BC-'.' received less than 1.7 RADs to 

‘ - theirthyroid over three years and 

half more than 1 .7 R A Ds. a com- 
puter analysis indicates. 

L B5' The study said a relatively 

-■ J small number ofinfants and chil- 

. dren may have gotten much tar- 
Wj/m; '** Fer doses from drinking milk 

** j “ JB^^ from cows who grazed on con- 

laminated grass. Theoretically 
, those 

received doses as high as 2.900 
RADs. but the probability of 
i- '.'B.t* ' ‘ ‘ such a massive dose is low. 

' ' • Scientists supervising the 

"-»h. study said they could not flatly 

BBI ili't Z i' : ' state that the doses would cause 

j illness, but said a survey of possi- 

. ble health effects in Hanford a rea 

• •• residents was warranted. 

“We feel these radiation doses 
,.v .3 are large enough to justify inves- 

! ■ _ . ligating the effects of radiation 

BBu^ . . I from Hanford to thyroid disease 

' « in the surrounding population." 

II said John Till, chairman of the 
;|BlB^^Hra|f .V U Hanford environmental dose 

■T .j^^^BBnpy^~''-'~ ~ ff reconstruction project, an 

£ independent scientific panel 

- I overseeing the effort. 

** BBSS bB^£- / I] Till said the danger “is long 

since past "since iodine- 131 has a 
very short half-life and decays 
into a harmless substance within 
• • ■ ^ • a few months. 

- ■' J • Radioactive iodine concen- 

^Bp^. ; :-- £ > T- trales in the thyroid gland, where 

■JBp(£*;: := ti.W. 'jJ il can cause cancer and other 

• diseases affecting the gland's 

ability to properly regulate 
irV 5 ;' V- •' ; growth, metabolism and other 

, important body functions. 

“Downwinders" of Hanford 
have long suspected they suf- 
- V fered health problems from the 
1 .‘v . . a weapons site and could use yes- 
- ;V'/- 1 - • i lerday’s report and follow-up 
fij, .:V. studies as evidencein legal claims 

: i- against the government. 

In June 1989 the government 
.. T i m it -h i agreed to pay 73 million for leng- 

th his belongings and plane ticket on term health monitoring of people 
for two years at Paris' Roissy airport Jiving around an Ohio nuclear 
been conhscated. Deprived of the weapons plant where there were 
o leave or enter France or any other f-.rpp-v'n ll» rH „r -.j:.,. 
iw to resolve his situation. (Reuter f rad,oac " 

(to j uve materials. 

Hanford critics, while not den- 
” " ^ “ ying the importance of the new 

e l dose estimate study, said it 

gj bj included "bad science” and 

• represented a conflict of interest 

because it was paid for by the 

Energy Department, which 

ElVBller operates the plant. 

Among other problems, the 

days and airport food are no critics said the study did not take 

!e has spent two years sitting into account the effects of 

rlesde Gaulle airport. precipitation and how rain can 

Abdul Nasser Karimi, has a create radioactive hot spots. 

The scientists said many of tbe 
upon to London in one han d most exposed individuals were 

le bench on the left side of the infants and small children, who 

it year. He spent the previous are most sensitive to radioactive 

ame board . contamination of the thyroid . 

d, told reporters on Wednes- Hanford no longer produces 

:1s in 1988 for a two-day trip. the plutonium fuel for atomic 

e the airport or enter Paris weapons, but it made the tri- 

visa for anywhere. cities area an atomic boom town 

i go through," hfe sighed. when the first US bombs were 

he Iranian-born traveller has being made and 30,000 people 

ree copy of a newspaper. He moved into the remote area in a 

spite the long wait without a year. 

ottish mother and an Iranian WHO Dl3flS to 
Canadian citizenship. K T " , . 

>assport and papers when be TGVISG drinKIflG 
dons in London in 1975, he _ . , , 

tus in 1 988 but he was robbed water standards 

t^TlC 

horities in Britain to replace CINGNNATI July 13, (AP): 

People in developed countries 

im and like him. But he has ^9^ abou L l chenucal contamin- 

as far as we can tell, he’s at ?° n ,a ^ dn ^ ,ng 
an Richard Wilkinson said. while Third World countries 

but even if his mother was struggle just to getenough dnnk- 

l to enter the UK." ? a ? r - a World Health 

^ Organisation official said yester- 

Air Canada and Lufthansa ^ , . 

:at,” he said. “It's a bit like a ^ Geneva-based orgamsa- 

berore I came here. 1,011 18 . l0 balance those 

nd the waiting bench in hall 6 concerns m revising its guidelines 

for water quality, said George 

in said he had grown accus- . B “ kin f: heads w HO's 

but would like to move on. international programme on 

itisL I've been robbed three L win- ’ 
ig after a while." WHO is working with member 

added countries in an effort to develop, 

! publish and distribute revised 
guidelines by early 1 992, he said. 

II - _■ The organisation’s current 

ilSCOVBreQ guidelines were last issued in 
VV V WVi 1984,basedon 1981 data. 

r limbs, and can distort growing health organisation s 161 

linger misalignment of the skull. member countries may use the 

appear in earlychildhood, alth- recommended standards as 
lon't become known until the guidelines for their own national 

water quality regulations. 

xl by Collins and White relates to . Becking, a toxicologist based 

wn as Von Recklinghausen dis- *n North Carolina, said residents 

more rare and is associated with a of developed nations have 
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on the face, trunk or limbs, and can distort growing 
bones, causing crippling or misalignment of the skull. 

Symptoms often appear in earlychildhood, alth- 
ough many cases don't become known until the 
patient is in puberty. 

The gene discovered by Collins and White relates to 
type 1 NF. also known as Von Recklinghausen dis- 
ease. A type II NF is more rare and is associated with a 
separate gene. 

"The worst part of NF is that there was no hope," 
said Porter Colley, a Massachusetts woman who has 
suffered from the disorder since childhood. 






Protest rally 

Truncheon-wielding riot police disperse student demonstrators in Manila during a rally protesting against tuition fee 
increases in front of the Department of Education in Manila last week. Seventeen demonstrators were iniured during the 

violent dispersal. (Reuter wirephoto) 


4 held for slaying 

Radio commentator shot dead 

The report said the police provincial commander. 
Col Ferdinand Lagman, ruled out involvement of 


MANILA, July 13, (AP): Police have arrested a 
policeman and three other people in the killing of a 
radio commentator and his son, the state-run Philip- 
pines News Agency reported yesterday. 

The report said police withheld the names of the 
suspects in the ambush killing of Francisco 
Mararac, 46, and his son Jonas, 20, on Tuesday 
evening in Lingayen, 17S kilometres (1 10 miles) 
northwest of Mamla. 

Mararac, a commentator for a private radio sta- 
tion and production manager of the local weekly 
Sunday Punch, and his son were on their way home 
in a pedicab when gunmen fired at them with M-16 
rifles. 

Police recovered the gunmen's getaway motorcy- 
cle, which belonged to a Lingayen policeman. 

Colleagues said Mararaq had a reputation for 
hard-hitting commentaries about irregularities in 
the local administration. 


the communist New People's Army in the killing . 
Lagman said Mararac may have been the victim of a 
vendetta. 

The report said a man and his wife were found 
dead in the compound of a brother of Mararac 
about one month earlier. Mararac later reportedly 
sought a gun to protect himself after he was 
threatened by unknown men. 

Mararac was the second journalist killed in the 
Philippines this week. On Sunday, Jean Ladringan, 
43, and her husband Gregorio, 48, were killed in a 
robbery in General Santos city, 1,056 kilometres 
(660 miles) southeast of Manila. 

Mrs Ladringan published a local newspaper. She 
was the thirdjoumalist murdered in General Santos 
city since 1983. 


House passes China bill 

Declines to block Bush 



Chinese dissident scientist Fang Lizhi stands next to the 
l telescope at the Institute of Astronomy at Cambridge 
University July 1 1 . (Reuter wirephoto) 

HK rights will 
go, says Fang 

To settle in US 

LONDON, July 13, (AP): Exiled Chinese dissident 
Fang Lizhi predicts all democratic rights in Hong 
Kong will be removed if the current Beijing leader- 
ship remains in power when the colony reverts to 
Chinese rule in 1 997. 

Fang who left China for Britain last month, made 
his comments in an interview published today in the 
London newspaper The IndpendenL The astro- 
physicist is expected to settle in the United States 
soon after accepting an invitation to do research at 
Princeton University in New Jersey. 

"I understand your (the British) concern about 
the Hong Kong issue. I have many friends there. 
They are very afraid that there is no guarantee of 
democracy after 1997,” Fang told the newspaper. 

“If the same people are still in power in Beijing 
then, there is no doubt that they will remove all 
democratic rights in Hong Kong, whatever their 
promises now.” 

Hong Kong is scheduled to revert to Chinese 
sovereignty in 1997 when Britain's lease on the 
colony expires. 

Fang, 54, and his wife Li Shuxian flew to Britain 
aboard a US Air Force transport jet from Beijing on 
June 25. 

Their arrival followed an agreement between 
China, Britain and the United States allowing them 
to leave the US Embassy in Beijing, where they had 
been since taking refuge during the Chinese govern- 
ment's military crackdown on pro-democracy 
students in June 1989. 


WASHINGTON, July 13, (UPI): A House subcom- 
mittee declined yesterday to block President George 
Bush's recommendation that China retain most- 
favoured-nation trade status and instead voted to 
require that China make “significant progress” on 
human rights or face sanctions next year. 

The measure approved on a voice vote by the 
trade panel of the House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee represented the first congressional action on 
Bush's May 24 decision, which lowers the price of 
Chinese imports in America. 

But because Bush opposes any conditions on 
China's trade status and Congress is unlikely to 
override his veto, members of the subcommittee said 
their vote was at best "symbolic” and at worst “a 
charade.” 

The panel rejected a stronger proposal by 
Democratic Congressmen Thomas Downey ofNew 
York and Marty Russo of Illinois that would have 
required China to meet certain human rights 
requirements next year instead of making progress. 

The measure approved by the subcommittee only 
requires that before granting most-favoured-nation 
trade status that the President certify China is mak- 
ing “significant progress” on reversing the pattern 
of “gross violations" of human rights that began 
with last June's Tiananmen Square massacre. r 

Specifically, the President would have to certify 
C hina is releasing political prisoners, ending martial 
law in any area including Tibet, easing-restrictions 
on press freedom and the Voice of America, ending 
harassment of Chinese in America, and droping fees 
for students studying abroad. 

The President also could grant most-favoured- 
nation status if a failure to do so would harm Hong 
Kong, which depends heavily on trade with main- 
land China. 

The bill sponsored by Congressman Donald 
Pease, Democrat of Ohio, is much weaker than one 
introduced Tuesday by Democratic leader George 
Mitchell of Maine that would s uspend China’s trade 
status in 1990 unless it meets conditions such as 
releasing political prisoners. 

Supporters of the peace proposal, mostly 
moderate Democrats and Republicans, argued tha t 
trade sanctions would hurt US businesses and cause 
the Chinese government to take more har dline posi- 
tions. 

But liberals Russo and Downey and Conservative 
Congressman Richard Schulze. Republican of Pen- 
nsylvania, argued on moral grounds that tougher 
sanctions were needed. 

“I think the American people were tired of 
equivocation on freedom,” Schulze said. “I urge this 
subcommittee to ... stop playing these little games.” 

Russo said the United States only supports 
human rights until it affects “our business people.” 
He also argued Congress should not be afraid to 
take action against other countries on trade, saying 
it would be better to “slap them in the face'’ than 
plan a “footsie game” leading to large trade deficits. 
■ Premier Li Peng said yesterday that China 
appreciates Japan's willingness to resume loans and 
hopes the two sides can solve what he called recent 
problems in their relations. 

The Foreign Minishy, meanwhile, urged the 
World Bank to resume its normal lending to China. 


Investigation, arrest of police ordered 

Colonel involved in drug deal killed 


MANILA, July 13. (AP): The 
military chief of staff on Thurs- 
day ordered the arrest of police 
who shot and killed an army 
colonel and two of his aides 
allegedly attempting to sell S10 
million worth of heroin. 

One of those to be put under 
“technical arrest" was decorated 
earlier yesterday by President 
Corazon Aquino as one of the 
nation's outstanding police 
officers. 

In a news conference. Chief of 
Staff Gen. Rena to de Villa said 
he has ordered in investigation of 
the killing late Tuesday of the 
army's deputy commander for 
northern Luzon, CoL Rolando 
de Guzman; his intelligence 
chief, Maj. Franco Galanog; and 
a civilian agent of the military's 
criminal investigation service. 

Police said the three were try- 
ing to sell 10 kflos (22 pounds) of 
heroin with a street value of 230 
million pesos (S10 million) to an 
American buyer who escaped. 

“I want to know the facts 
about this incident,” De Villa 
said. “There are many questions 
that need answers arising out of 
the official report of police CapL 
Reynaldo Jaylo of the NBI 
(National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion) reaction group.” 

De Villa said an investigation 
was underway to determine if the 


Shuffle of US envoys in Manila, Kuwait, Egypt expected 


MANILA, July 1 3. (AP): The United States ambas- 
sador to Manila will be replaced next year as part of 
a diplomatic shuffle of US embassies in Kuwait, 
Egypt, Lebanon and the Philippines, diplomatic 
sources said today. 

The sources, speaking, on condition of anon- 
ymity, said Ambassador Nicholas Platt would be 
given a new assignment by mid-I99I but his next 
post had not been decided. 

Platt's replacement is expected to be Frank G. 
Wisner, a career diplomat who is the' present US 


ambassador to Cairo, the sources added. The source 
said other US ambassadors to be included in the 
shuffle are those assigned in Kuwait and Lebanon. 

US embassy spokesman Stanley Schrager said 
Platt had been planning to lea ve next year but would 
not confirm other details. Platt arrived here in 
August 1987. . 

Schrager said Platt would have completed his 
extension by next year and would move on to 
another assignment. He did not elaborate. 


three were involved in drug traf- 
ficking and whether they were 
killed “under justifiable circum- 
stances or otherwise.” 

He said the initial reports 
received by the military showed 
the three victims were shot in the 
head at close range inside their 
car, and that there was no gun- 
fight between them and agents, 
contrary, to Jaylo's report. 

De Villa said he has also 
requested National Bureau of 
Investigation director Alfredo 
Lim to put his agents involved in 
the incident also under tunica l 
arrest 

Technical arrest means the 
bureau agents and policemen 
would be held under the custody 
of their superiors and given no 


assignments pending the results 
of the investigation. 

De Villa said Urn, the former 
Manila police chief, agreed to co- 
operate in the investigation. 
Jaylo, former chief of the Manila 
police anti-narcotics division, 
and about a dozen policemen 
were assigned on special duty to 
the bureau after Lnn took office 
last year. 

The government has been 
promising a crackdown on the 
flourishing drug trade for mon- 
ths. Last week, Aquino’s daugh- 
ter Kris launched an anti-drug 
campaign geared toward-youth. 

It thus remained unclear why 
policemen involved in one of the 
most spectacular successes in the 
war against drugs were being 


arrested. 

Last year. Sen. Ernesto 
Herrera complained that the 
military's anti-narcotics com- 
mand was so corrupt that senior 
officers often tipped off dealers 
to pending arrests. 

T-im and Jaylo were among 
police officers who received the 
hall of fame award from Aquino 
during a ceremony on Thursday 
at the presidential palace. 

Defence Secretary Fidel 
Ramos has urged co-ordination 
beween Lira's bureau and the 
military in drug operations. 

■ A 70-year-old American has 
been fatally stabbed in the south- 
ern city of Dipolog by men hired 
by the father of his Philippine 
wife to secure the victim's 
insurance, police said. 



Korean protest 


Riot policemen try to disperse demonstrating students as petrol bombs hurled 
by the protesters explode in the southwestern Korean city of Kwangju on Friday. 
About 200 radicals attacked a ruling party office in the city with.firebombs in 


protest against the passage of “undemocratic” bills in parliament (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


4 opposition lawmakers resign 

Seoul denies Amnesty charges 


SEOUL, July 13, (AP): Four opposition lawmakers submitted their 
resignations today charging that the National Assembly was a “rubber 
stamp” and calling for its immediate dissolution to prepare for new 
elections. 

South Korea denying allegations by Amnesty International, said 
today that it neither holds political prisoners nor practices torture. 

“It is regrettable that without giving any evidence or criteria, it 
(Amnesty International) defined some of those in prison as prisoners of 
conscience and demanded their release,” the Justice Ministry said in a 



Four oppositions members of South Korea's parliament give a Joint news conference on Friday in Seoul to announce 
their resignation in protest at the ruling party's unilateral passage of “undemocratic" bills in parliamenL (Reuter 

wirephoto] 


Agreement reached on Korean unification talks 


SEOUL. July 13, (UPI): South and North Korea 
agreed yesterday on unprecedented talks b et w ee n 
their prime ministers that could lead to peaceful 
unification of the nations, divided since 1945. 

A government spokesman in South Korea said 
officials from each side met in private for two hoursat 
the truce village of Pahmunjom, 35 miles (56 km) 
north of Seoul, and agreed on a draft accord spelling 
out procedural details for the meetings that would 


Don’t try to declare government, Burmese junta tells victorious opposition 


RANGOON, July 13, (AP): The military junta 
today told the opposition that scored a landslide 
election victory six weeks ago not to try to declare a 
government. 

Maj. Gen. Khin. Nyunt, the head of military 
intelligence, said the junta would not yield to inter- 
national demands that it transfer power to the 
National League for Democracy and release the 
opposition group’s general-secretary,” Aung San 


Suu Kyi. 

Ms. Suu Kyi, the daughter of Burma's foremost 
independence hero, has been under house arrest 
since last July 20. 

“The (Junta) is a military government ruling the 
country under martial law. No attempt for a 
unilateral declaration of government will be 
tolerated," Khin Nyunt told the weekly government 
news briefing in Rangoon. 


He acknowledged international pressure to trans- 
fer power and free Ms. SuuKyi, “but we do not care 
at all about such threats.” 

The pressure amounted to “undue interference in 
the internal affairs of our country," Khin Nyunt 
said. 

The Junta took power in 1988, brutally crushing a 
national uprising for democracy. It allowed the 
nation's first free election, in 30 years to beheld May 


draw up a new one. 

. The National 
the constitution of 1 


statemc n t . 

The statement claimed that under the government of President Roh 
Tae-Woo, no one has been punished solely because of ideology. 

News reports quoted political leaders saying at least two more 
lawmakers were expected to resign from the 299-member Parliament 
over the weekend. 

The resignations climaxed a week of controversy over government- 
sponsored bills which would restructurc the nation's broadcast indus- 
try and the military’s operational command. Opposition groups claim 

the government is railroading the 
bills through the legislature. 

In the provincial capital of 
Kwangju, about 200 radical 
students hurled firebombs at a 
government building today and 
were dispersed by riot police who 
resorted to tear-gas, said the 
Joong-Ang daily news. 

Meanwhile; hundreds of 
broadcast workers shouting 
anti-government slogans walked 
off their jobs today at Munwha 
Broadcast Corp. television to 
protest planned government 
changes to the national broad- 
cast network. 

A strike vote was being taken 
among 5,000 union workers at 
the state-run Korean Broadcast- 
ing System Co., the largest of the 
country’s three networks. 

Broadcast union leadens claim 
the moves are intended to streng- 
then the government’s grip on 

next year’s national elections. 
They say new bills will effectively 
allow the government to control 
ownership and censor program- 
ming of broadcast networks. 

The government claims it is . 
seeking to rejuvenate the broad- 
cast industry, introducing new 
programming and allowing the 
formation of new privately 
owned stations and Cable Telev- 
ision. 

.Most, of MBC’s news 
programmes wens shortened or 
cancelled and senior man- 
agement officials took over 
programming responsibilities, 
the network said. 

In its annual report released 
this week, the London-based 
human rights organisation char- 
ged that South Korea holds 
about 900 people for political 
reasons and practices torture on 
7. 1 political violators. 


in Seoul in early September, 
lie draft agreement will be signed and exchanged 
between the two tides at the truce village July 26 and 
the full contents disclosed, the spokesman said. 

Under the agreement, the first session of the talks 
between the two prime ministers will take place in 
Seoul in September, followed by a second meeting in 
the North Korean capital of Pyongyang in mid- 
October, the spokesman said. 


27. The National League trounced the military, 
winning 396 of 48S parliament seats. 

The military government says the newly elected 
parliament must approve a constitution before it 
can govern. In the past, it had said the parliament 
could choose between two previous constitutions or 


has said it wishes to adapt 


OAU still 
seeking 
peace, 
prosperity 

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia, July 
13, (AP): When the Organisation 
of African Unity was bom 27 
years ago, ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela had just been impr- 
isoned and many countries on 
the continent still were ruled by 
European powers. 

Many of the 30 founding fath- 
ers of the Pan-Africanist body 
looked to Eastern Europe for 
their political models. 

Today. Mandela is a free man 
engaged in talks on the political 
future of South Africa, and com- 
munism has collapsed through- 
out Eastern Europe, while most 
of the OAU members’ 550 
million people are governed by 
dictators or live in one-party 
states, and unity has proved 
elusive. 

But the political upheavals in 
Eastern Europe have clearly tou- 
ched nerve-ends. 

“Africa must go back to its 
deep-rooted democratic tradi- 
tion where all public issues were 
resolved after Uie usual palaver,” 
said Adebayo Adedeji. the 
executive secretary for Africa of 
the UN Economic Commission. 

“We are basically a 
democratic people,” he said at 
the OAU's 26th annual summit, 
held here over three days this 
week. 

The leaders' closing commun- 
ique Wednesday echoed him. 

“We ... recommit ourselves to 
the foil democratisation of our 
societies and Lo the consolidation 
of democratic institutions in our 
countries, taking into account 
the realities of each of our coun- 
tries' views,” the communique 
said. 

Even as the Africans gathered 
in Addis Ababa, the Ethiopian 
capital, popular upheavals and 
civil wars were convulsing their 
countries. 

Liberian President Samuel K. 
Doe, under siege from rebels 
seeking to seize control, did not 
attend the conference. 

President Kenneth Kaunda of 
Zambia, still recovering from 
riots against food price increase 
that left 26 people dead last 
month, stayea away for the first 
time since he led his country to 
independence in 1964. 

And Kenyan President Daniel 
Arap Moi cut short his visit and 
flew home on the first day after a 
weekend of rioting sparked by 
demands for a multi-party 
democracy in the one-party 
state. 

When there’s trouble at home, 
African leaders don't usually like 
to travel. 

Yakubu Gowaon of Nigeria 
was toppled in a 1975 coup while 
he was attending an OAU sum- 
mit. And Milton Obote of 
Uganda was overthrown during 
the 1971 Commonwealth sum- 
mit in Singapore. 

Few of the OAU leaders* 
dreams have been realised since 
the organisation was bom in a 
warm glow of pan- Africanism in 
Addis Ababa. 

The original charter pledged 
action towards creating unity, 
improving living standards, 
defending sovereignty and rid- 
ding the continent of colonial- 
ism. 

Unity is yet to be achieved. 
Living standards have plunged. 
Conflicts continue in Liberia. 
Uganda, Angola, Ethiopia, 
Somalia, and Sudan. A common 
market proposed in 1980 has yet 
to be formed and a pan-African 
army to confront South Africa 
was never setup. 

“It was we Africans who raised 
high the banner of unity well 
before many regions of the 
world,” Ethiopian President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam told the 
OAU leaders. 

“But viewed against ... the 
movement towards harmony 
and unity among countries in 
various regions of the world, the 
pace of progress we are making 
to achieve continental unity has 
indeed been very slow,” he said. 

Disunity aborted two planned 
summits in Tripoli, Libya, in 
1982 after 26 of the by then-50 
members voted to include Wes- 
tern Sahara into the organisation 
without the two-thirds ballots 
required by the charter. 
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Nigerian President Ibrahim Baba ri- 
gid a met Ivorian President Feliz Hou- 
phoet Boigny on Thursday in 
Vamousoukro. The Liberian situa- 
. lion was on the agenda. 
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Tired Albanians 
ferry to freedom 

First batch evacuated to Italy 

°, r tir ®? but joyous Albanians reached this Adriatic port 
today as ferries evacuated about 4,500 asylum seekers from Western embassies in Europe’s last hard-line 
communist state. 

The mass evacuation of most of the refugees who had fled in the last two weeks to several embassies in 
Tirana, the Albanian capital was expected to ease one of the worst crises to hit the Albanian government in 

. ^u®* 5 !^ 850 Grecia, arri ved shortly after9 am (0700 GMT) after some seven hours crossing 

the Adriatic Sea with refugees who were put aboard at the Albanian port of Durres. 





Youths set fire to cars in Soweto black township outside Johannes- 
burg. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Whites renew 
call for war 

After series of bombings 


JOHANNESBURG, July 13. 
(AP): A fugitive right-wing 
leader has renewed his call for 
war against both the government 
and the African National Con- 
gress, the independent South 
African Press Association repor- 
ted on Wednesday. 

The threat follows a series of 
bombings in recent weeks aimed 
at blacks and whites opposed to 
apartheid. 

The news agency said the 
declaration of war was made by 
Piet Rudolph in a typewritten 
note slipped under its office 
doors on Wednesday evening in 
downtown Johannesburg. The 
authenticity of the note could not 
be confirmed. 

Rudolph, a leader of the right- 
wing Boer State Party, has been 
in hiding since he allegedly stole 
arms and ammunition from air 
force headquarters in Pretoria in 
April. 

The ANC has called for the 
formation of defence units for 
protection against right-wing 
attacks, reports said yesterday. 

The call by Chris Hani, the 
head of the ANC's military wing, 
comes in the wake of a spate of 
bombing attacks aimed at blacks 
and whiles opposed toapartheid. 

An organisation called the 
"White Liberation Army" 
claimed responsibility for a July 
18 bombing in Johannesburg in 
which 27 blacks were injured. 

The group said Hani and the 
Minister of Law and Order 
Adriaan Vlok were targets for 
assassination unless 10 detained 
rightwingers were released 
immediately. 

Squatter-settlement women 
stripped to the waist in mid- win- 
ter temperatures yesterday and 
ululated their protest against 
authorities demolishing their 


families illegally built shacks in 
Johannesburg's black satellite 
township of Soweto. 

“You take my home, you take 
by clothes also," squatter Than- 
deka Nxumalo, 38, shouted at 
the workers, throwing an item of 
underwear at one of the trucks 
used to raze the flimsy structures. 

But the protest by the 20-odd 
women, in the chill 59 F (10 C) 
air, failed to stop demolition 
crews flattening some 60 shacks 
in the Dobsonville squatter 
camp, and the workers only cast 
glances at the shouting and chan- 
ting protestors. 

Townshipyouths flun^a num- 
ber of stones before being dis- 
peresed by tear-gas-firing police, 
but the crews took less than two 
hours to level the rickety shan- 
ties, erected without permission 
on land zoned for permanent 
low-cost bousing. 

Meanwhile, one of the three 
leaders of South Africa’s white 
opposition Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), Wynand Malan, 
announced on Wednesday he 
had resigned as the end of apar- 
theid was approaching. 

“What I have been working 
towards is now becoming reality. 
The political process is now 
irreversibly on the way towards a 
negotiated constitutional set- 
tlement," he said in a statement. 

Meanwhile, South Africa 
must check its population 
growth within the next decade to 
avert a crisis. Health Minister 
Rina Venter said on Wednesday. 

“If we leave it for the next 
generation, it could be too late. 
The generation after us will be 
able only to judge whether we 
succeeded or not,” Venter said in 
a statement marking Inter- 
national Population Day. 


Moi may resort to 
genocide: lawyer 

US decision condemned 


LONDON, July 13, (AP): A 
Kenyan human rights lawyer 
who fled his country sajd today 
he fears President Daniel A rap 
Moi's government will resort to 
massive violence to quash a pro-’ 
demo cracy movement. 
“Genocide i? likely to come 

because the goWrriment is taking 

the view that people who are 
demonstrating are hooligans," 
said Gibson Kamau Kuria, who 
flew into London yesterday mor- 
ning after taking refuge in the US 
embassy in Nairobi for four 
days. 

“These are not hooligans. 
They are people seeking the mul- 
tiparty system,” the 43-year-old 
iaywersaid at a news conference. 

Kuria was imprisoned without 
charge for nearly 10 months in 
1987. . , 

“Much Wood has been shed. \ 
can see more blood being shed,” 
Kuria said. However, he added: 
“The situation is not hopeless ... 
if changes come.” 

The government began a 
crackdown on the pro- 
democracy movement on Satur- 


day. At least 23 people have died 
in clashes between stone-throw- 
ing protesters and police. 

The demonstrations followed 
the government's arrests last 
week of the most prominent sup- 
porters of pluralism. 

' Moi on Tuesday blamed the 
violence on “hooligans and drug 
addicts." 

Kenya has condemned the US 
derision to give Kuria asylum 
and has accused the United 
States of fuelling the pro- 
democracy movement and inter- 
fering in Kenyan internal affairs. 

Kuria said the British govern- 
ment gave him permission to stay 

in Britain for a week. He said he 
was on his way to the United 
■States, where he planned to teach 
law.- He said Harvard and Yale 
Universities have offered him 
posts. 

The lawyer said he would 
return to Kenya when he felt his 
life was no longer threatened and 
when he could resume his law 
practice, which he said-the gover- 
nment has destroyed. 


As it docked, a Red Cross nun 
in a starched white uniform 
dashed off clutching a newborn 
baby in an orange blankel the 
first refugee to arrive on Italian 
soil. 

“I feel so many emotions, so 
much liberty."a beaming young 
woman said in Italian as she got 
ofT the ship. Police whisked her 
away before she could give her 
name. 

Albanians lining the decks of 
three other ships broke into 
chants of “Italia. Italia" and “we 
shall win" in Italian as they 
arrived late this morning and 
early in the afternoon. 

The second to arrive, the 
Appia. carried 1 ,098 Albanians, 
said the Italian news agency 
Ansa. It said the Espresso Grecia 
carried about 950 refugees. By 
midday, the other two Brindisi- 
bound ships had reached port, 
with roughly 2.000 people 
aboard. 

A fifth ferry, commissioned by 
the French government, was sail- 
ing to Marseille with 545 refugees 
who were slaying in the French 
em bossy in Tirana. 

Ma ny of the Albanians looked 
stunned as they left the ships in 
Brindisi. One man crossed him- 
self as be got off the Appia. On 
the Espresso Grecia. a man 
swung a baby in a white sweater 
up and down in glee. 

About 3,200 of the evacuees 
were taken from the West Ger- 
man mission in Tirana. They 
were put aboard three trains sent 
to Brindisi by Germany after a 
quick breakfast of hot milk and 
croissants provided by the local 
government Each passenger was 
given a basket of food for the 30- 
hour journey. 

“Everyone off to freedom,” a 
refugee cried to his cheering 
countrymen who waved from the 
windows of a departing train. 

The second-largest group of 
asylum-seekers had been staying 
in the Italian embassy. 

Apparently at the last minute, 
when the Italian, French and 
German embassies were loading 
their missions’ refugees onto 
buses for the evacuation, the 29 
Albanians who were in the Greek 
embassy joined the exodus, 
according to a source in the 
Greek Foreign Ministry. 

The source said the 29 were to 
be flown later today from Italy to 
Greece. 

. The refugees — many of them 
single men or young families — 
were sweaty and their clothes 
were grimy after crowding 
together for two weeks or more in 
the small em bassies in Tirana. 

“We are all feeling glad,” said 
a mining engineer named 
Muharrem, clutching a foil- 
wrapped packet of Italian army- 
issue crackers. 

“We are going in the West 
toward freedom. All the world is 
going West.” he said, grinning. 

“We want freedom.” said 
Aijan Xhaferi. 32, carrying his 5- 
y ear-old daughter Arnsa on his 
shoulders. “I have sacrificed 
everything — even my life.” v 

He said he and his family 
entered the West German 
embassy in Tirana by scaling the 
wall in tiie middle of the night. 

The boarding of refugees at the 
docks in Durres went smoothly, 
said the Appia’s captain, in a 
ship-to-shore telephone conver- 
sation with Ansa. 

“It only took us an hour and 
one quarter, and as far as I can 
tell, the other four ships were also 
loaded quickly,” Sergio Degli 
Ivanissevich was quoted as say- 
ing. 

“As they came aboard they 
asked to be able to wash and get 
something to eat. They ate up 
everything on board in almost no 
time,” the captain said. 

Some of nis passengers were 
barefoot and some men were 
shiftless, he said. 



A Red Cross nurse holds an Albanian baby who amved with 
his refugee parents in Brindisi on Friday. (Reuter wirephoio) 


A group of Alba man refugees wave as they arrive by ferryboat from Albania to Brindisi. Italy, on Friday 

(Reuter wirephoto) 


Mayors follow Yeltsin 

Soviet Congress closes after picking Central Committee amid major split 


MOSCOW, July 13, (AP): The mayors of Moscow and Leningrad today joined other 
leaders of a reform bloc in quitting the Communist Party in the Soviet Union's first open 
political split since the time of Lenin. 

The dramatic events came as President Mikhail Gorbachev dosed a personally 
victorious 28th party congress with adoption of new party rules and the election of new 
members of the Central Committee. 

“All those who stand for democracy and socialism, we extend a hand and call for their 
co-operation," Gorbachev said in a six-minute dosing address that drew a standing 
ovation. 

T 1 delegates sang the communist anthem, “The Internationale,” to dose the 
ccn press. 


No unwise leaps, vows Ivashko 

Gorbachev’s loyal deputy moves fast 


MOSCOW, July 13, (AP): Mik- 
hail Gorbachev’s new right-hand 
man pledged Thursday to push 
society forward more rapidly, 
but acknowledged that other 
hasty moves have hurt both the 
Communist Party and the peo- 
ple. 

In his first meeting with repor- 
ters after being elected Gorba- 
chev's communist party deputy, 
in charge of the party’s day-to- 
day affairs, Vladimir A- Ivashko 
showed himself to be a loyal and 
emphatic supporter of the Soviet 
leader’s policies. 

Endorsed by Gorbachev, Iva- 
shko, 58, swamped .party 
traditionalist Yegor K. Ligachev 
for the party’s No. 2 job in ballot- 
ing at the 28 th party congress. 

He said be had only learned 
Tuesday that he was Gorba- 
chev's choice for the deputy post 
He said he hasn't had a chance to 
map out with the Soviet leader 
his exact responsibilities. 

“1 am for moving forward 
fast,” Ivashko told his first new: 
conference after the ballot results 
were announced. “I see no other 
option. There is no way back.” 

He said he would try to avoid a 
split in the party ranks by trying 
to find room for people of widely 
varying points of view. 

But Ivashko said the party had 
■ to avoid repeating the plethora of 
mistakes it made in the first years 
of Gorbachev's rule. He also 
expressed support for peres- 
troika, Gorbachev’s programme 
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Ivashko, who was elected Gorbachev's deputy, appears with delegates at the 
Soviet Comm u nisi Party congress last week. Gorbachev proposed Ivashko as 
his deputy. (Reuter wirephoto) 


of social and economic reforms. 

“I am against ill-conceived 
leaps — forward, backwards, 
sideways," he said. “Perestroika 
proves that we have made many 
erroneous decisions, quickly 


designed to solve all problems.” 
He cited the country's 1985 
drive against alcoholism, the first 
large-scale reform effort tried 
after Gorbachev became party 
leader. 


Soviets foil 
jet hijack 

MOSCOW, July 13, (AP): Passen- 
gers and crew on a Soviet jetliner 
Thursday thwarted a hijacking by a 
17-year-old who claimed he had a 
bomb and demanded that the plane 
fly to Sweden, state-run television 
reported. 

It was the 1 1th attempt this sum- 
mer to hijack an Aeroflot jetliner, 
according to the news programme, 
“Vremya.” 

Six of the jets have landed in 
foreign airports, mainly in Nordic 
countries. Five have landed at Soviet 
airports. All the hijackers have been 
arrested. 


T roops fire on Armenian militants 
killing three in Azerbaijan 


MOSCOW, July 1 3, (AP): Three 
people died when Interior Minis- 
try troops fired on Armenian 
militants who attacked a convoy 
Wednesday in the disputed 
Nagorno-Karabakh region of 
Azerbaijan, the Tass news 
agency said Thursday. 

President Mikhail S. Gorba- 
chev, informed of the attack 
while presiding over the 28th 
Communist Party Congress, told 
delegates that ethnic bloodshed 
must come to an end. 

According to the Tass report, 
the convoy of 1 6 trucks and a bus 
carrying Azerbaijani passengers 


was attacked near the village of 
Charektar in Nagorno- 
Karabakh, the predominantly 
Christian Armenian enclave that 
is located in and administered by 
Azerbaijan. 

It said heavily armed Armen- 
ian militants stopped the convoy, 
guarded by five busloads of 
Interior Ministry troops, and 
fired point-blank at the trucifLS 
and bus. The soldiers returned 
the fire, Tass said. 


pie died in the exchange of fire 
and a woman passenger on the 
bus later died in a hospital of 
gunshot wounds. 


What right has West to teach democracy? 


Before the congress ended, delegates in a secret ballot approved 412 members of the 
Central Committee. 

The exod us of reformers from the party was begun yesterday by populist Boris Yeltsin, 
a Gorbachev critic elected president of the Russian Republic in Mav. 

The white-haired Siberian announced to a hushed congress yesterday that he was 
leaving the Communist Party because his new post meant ihui he could no longer obey 
only party policies. 

Today. Moscow Mayor Gavriil Popovand Leningrad Mayor Ana uily Sobchak issued 
a statement saying they, too, were quilting the party because of its inability to offer a 
realistic programme for transition to a new society. 

“Recognising ail the respon- 
sibility before the people and his- 
tory. we have taken a decision . ... 
to leave the Communist Party m 
order to help create a multiparty 
system.” said their statement, 
released at the Moscow city- 
council. 

By quitting the panv. Ycllsin 
became the first non -communist 
leader of Russia in 72 years of 
Soviet power. 

Russia is the largest of the 
Soviet Union's 1 5 republics and 
is the country's heart, including 
Moscow. 

As the silver-haired Yeltsin 
strode forcefully up the centre 
aisle in the Kremlin's Palace of 
Congresses yesterday after resig- 
ning. delegates shouted "shame" 
and whistled derisively. A few 
delegates applauded. 

Gorbachev had no reaction, 
except to say that Yeltsin's 
derision would not be discussed 
at the congress. 

Later, Vyacheslav Shoistak- 
ovsky. a’ leader of the 
Democratic Reform Bloc, told 
the congress that he and other 
progressive delegates were leav- 
ing the party and would form 
their own independent organisa- 
tion. 

"1 am empowered to declare a 
division in the Communis! Party, 
and our intention to form an 
independent. democratic, 
parliamentary parly." Shostak- 
ovsky said, announcing the first 
split in the Communist Party 
since 1921. 

Another delegate. Vladimir 
Polokholo. today announced the 
formation of another new bloc, 
called “Democratic Unity in the 
Communist Parly of the Soviet 
Union." designed lochipaway at 
thepariy's traditionalist bastion. 

"The threat of a mass exodus 
from the party has not been 
removed." he told the congress. 

It was not clear how many 
members the new bloc might 
attract, although within 30 min- 
utes of his speech. Polokholo had 
collected the signatures of 96 
sy mpa t hctic dclcgu tes. 

Some members of the original 
reform bloc said they were going 
to remain communists. 

"I sec a possibility of a 
democratic transformation of 
the party." said Alexei Alye- 
shovich. a Democratic Platform 
member from Leningrad, who is 
staying in the party. 

He said it was necessary for 
people like him to remain in the 
party in order to promote 
democratic ideas within the 
parly. 

Vladimir Filin, a spokesman 
for the Reform Bloc, estimated 
that only about 15 per cent of 
Democratic Platform members 
would remain in the Communist 
Partv. 


V s . 





Mandela praises Kenya 


Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi greets South Alncan 
nationalist leader Nelson Mandela (left) and wife Winnie 
upon their arrival in Nairobi on July 1 1 (Reuter wirephoto) 


NAIROBI. July 13, (UPI): Black South 
African leader Nelson Mandela praised 
Kenya’s contribution to the struggle of his 
countrymen against apartheia govern- 
ment at a thinly attended rally in the . 
capital Nairobi today. 

He said white people had no right to 
teach Africans about democracy because 
of the way in which the British dealt with 
advocates of Kenya's independence 
movement in the 1950s and early 1960s. 

His speech, which praised President 
Daniel Arap Moi in particular for his 
support of the anti-apartheid movement, 
came at the end of a turbulent two weeks in 
the East African country. 


The government has detained 17 outs- 
poken advocates of multi-party 
democracy, been criticized by the United 
States and other governments and with- 


in Nairobi and provincial towns, sparke 
by a pro-multi-party demons trtion last 
Saturday. 

The 71 -year-old deputy leader of the 
African National Congress stayed off 
Kenya's internal affairs, however, refer- 
ring only indirectly to criticisms and 
expressions of concern from the United 
Slates, Norway, Sweden, Denmark and 
the United Kingdom 


Honecker 

allowed 

Libyan 

bombing 

WEST BERLIN, July 13, (AP): 
East Germany’s ousted Commun- 
ist Party boss and his secret police 
chief allowed Libyan commandos 
to cany ont a fatal discotheque 
bombing, a newspaper reported. 

The bombing, which killed two 
US soldiers and a Turkish woman, 
prompted the US air force raid on 
Tripoli in 1986. 

The report by the West German 
Die Writ was the latest in a string 
of disclosures on the alleged 
terrorist connections of Commun- 
ist Party leader Erich Honecker 
and Erich Midke, who beaded the 
notorious Stasi secret police 
force. 

According to the report, Midke 
knew on March 20, 1986. that 
Libyan commandos were about to 
attack a US target in West Berlin, 
bat did nothing to stop it 
Sixteen days Later, a bomb at 
the La Belle discotheque killed the 
soldiers and Turkish woman and 
injured more than 200 others. 

“On March 24, the Ministry of 
State Security (the Stasi) drafted 
a written report for Honecker. 
The response was not to do any- 
thing but rather to let the Libyans 
do as they pleased,” Die Weft 
said. 

A Stasi colonel who tried to stop 
the La Belle bombing was fired on 
the spot, the paper said. 

The incident provoked a US 
bombing raid on the Libyan cities 
of Benghazi and Tripoli, including 
an attack on the heavily guarded 
compound of Libyan leader Col 
Moammar Khaddafi. 

In an article published in its 
Thursday edition. Die Weft said 
Stasi archives gave a detailed, 
account of preparations for the La 
Bede bombing. 

On March 25, 1986, a man 
claiming to be a diplomatic 
courier for the Libyan’s People’s 
Bureau, or embassy. In East 
Berlin, drove into West Berlin in 
an embassy car carrying seven 
grenades, three automatic pistols 
and two semi-automatic rifles. 

The driver, Identified as Mns- 
bah AJ Albani, carried a note with 
the addresses of three discoth- 
eques, including La Belle. Stasi 
records even contained the car’s 
licence number, CD 68-20. 

However, dm attack was post- 
poned because of inadequate plan- 
nine- 

The driver travelled to West 
Berlin once more on March 30 bnt 
returned on April 4, the eve of the 
La Belle bombing. 

On April 5, the Stasi monitored 
a telephone calf to the borne of 
Ynssef Salam, a Palestinian it 
knew under the code name of 
“Nun.” 

Immediately after the call, in 
which Salam was told “it hasn't 
worked out yet,” he met with a 
Libyan embassy officials and 
drove to West Berlin. 

The La Belle bomb went off 
around 5 am that morning. 



Democratic Plallorm leader Vladimir 
Shoslakovski talks to journalists on 
Thursday as he leaves the Soviet 
Communist Party congress (Reuier 
wirephoto) 
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Electronic target training device devised 


Product of Kuwaiti-Egyptian company 


CAIRO. July 13, (Kuna): An electronic 
firing field, produced by a Kuwaiti-Egyp- 
ban company was inaugurated yesterday, 
presence of the Egyptian Defence 
Minister Yousef Sabri Abu Taleb and the 
Kuwaiti Ambassador in Cairo Abdul Raz- 
zaq AI Kandari. 

After a short briefing on the potentials 
of the field, the first of its kind in the 
Middle East, Abu Taleb said “this field 
proves that Arab potential is capable of 
embarking the Arab nation onto a new 
stage of advanced military manufacturing. 


equally-efiidem to foreign equipment and 
may exceed them.” 

Board chairman of the Egypt Company 
for Specialised Electronics and Training 
Equipment Ahmed Sayed Ahmed Nasser 
told Kuna that his company, an affiliate of 
the Kuwait-based Public Investment 
Authority, has carried out the manufac- 
turing and assembling of the electronic 
firing fields and also the training of cadres 
to operate and maintain these fields. 

Nasser said that the electronic firing 
fields are especially designed to improve 


the marksmanship of troops and also to 
teach them the skill of dealing with, the 
enemy, by training them on shooting at 
moving and stationary targets. 

He noted that the company manufac- 
tures a group of individual electronic tar- 
gets to be used in dosed fields for the 
training of anti-terrorism and VIP 
bodyguards. 

The company's director-general and 
board member Mohammed Hussein Abu 
Al Saud, in an interview with Kuna, com- 


mented the role of Kuwait in bringing this 
company to life. 

Abu Al Saud noted that the manufac- 
ture of electronic firing fields, which which 
were monopolised by the West, are now 
being produced by sheer Arab hands, 
beginning with design and ending with 
assembly. 

Em phasing the importance of this 
product to Arab armies, he said that the 
system is only one in the Arab world which 
uses the Arabic language in dealing with 
the computer. 


Deplorable conditions 

Bachelors predominate over a quarter of Ihe Khaitan area, especially the area situated near the international airport The pictures above explicitly show the deplora- 
ble conditions that these bachelors live in. Most of them live over three to four to a room with a booth for a kitchen or a bathroom. The area is in urgent need of 

investigation by the relevant authorities. 


Hounds may be used 


Clampdown on 
smugglers planned 


Velayati’s Kuwait trip 
described as ‘good start’ 


ASSISTANT Director for Air- 
port Affairs Abdul Razzaq 
Ahmad Al Obaid has said that 
customs staff undertake huge 
responsibilities. These respon- 
sibilities are of especially impor- 
tant because of the increase in 
volume of seasonal passengers, 
he said. 

Obaid told a local daily that 
the General Customs Depart- 
ment has assigned greater num- 
bers of inspectors to facilitate the 
flow of passengers and planned 
facilities will not interfere with 
customs security safeguards. 

He said that the department 
plans to use hounds in the field of 
customs inspection. He added 
that the planned use of hounds 
will be implemented in all cus- 
toms centres, in co-operation 
with the relevanL authorities. 

Obaid pointed out that the 
department is quite up-to-date 
on all techniques and tricks used 
by smugglers to bring con- 
traband into the country and 
that it keeps enriching the 
knowledge and skills of its staff 
through specialised intensive 
training, which involves the 
recruitment of qualified Kuwaiti 
cadre who receive specialised 
tra ining in anti-smuggling tech- 
niques. 

He expressed high pride over 
the current capabilities of the 
customs inspectors whose skill 
and competence are the result of 
valuable experience accumu- 
lated over long years of field 
work. 

Upgrade 

He said that the department 
also keeps upgrading its equip- 
ment and technological 
apparatus and introduces more 
anti-smuggling systems, as well 
as taking part in Arab, regional 
and international anti-smug- 
gling conference for maximum 
utilisation of exchanged expert- 
ise. 

He said that the information 
obtained from such inter- 


national events will be fed to ins- 
pection stair through specialised 
training courses or circulars, 
which coupled with constant co- 
operation with security stafT, will 
enable the department to protect 
the national interest of the coun- 
try, and save society from the 
pernicious effect of smuggling 
operations. 

Obaid pointed out that 179 
smuggling attempts were foiled 
by customs inspectors at Kuwait 
International Airport during 
1989. 

He called on all passengers, 
departing or arriving, to be on 
full alert against being victimised 
by experienced smugglers, and 
urged them to comply with the 
official list of banned items, 
whether foods or others. He 
added that customs officers 
endeavoured hard to serve public 
interest out of a position of 
religious and national respon- 
sibility. 

Increase 


ABU DHABI, July 13. (Kuna): 
Iranian Ambassador to the U AJE 
Mohammed Abadi yesterday 
described the recently-concluded 
visit of Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati to Kuwait as 
a “good start.” 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference, on the occasion of 
thanking countries which helped 
Iran during the recent earth- 
quake disaster. Ambassador 
Abadi said that the drive to 
resolve the crisis between his 
country and Iraq began after 
presidents of the two countries 
Hashemi Rafsanjani and Sad- 
dam Hussein exchanged mes- 
sages and also after negotiations 
between the two countries' 
foreign ministers. 

Replying to a question by 
Kuna, the top Iranian diplomat 
noted that the implementation of 
UN Resolution 598 will start 
with an Iraq pullout from Iran- 
ian territories, to be coupled or 
followed by the release of prison- 
ers of war (PoWs). 


Referring to Arab-lranian 
relations, Abadi said that his 
country considers the Palestin- 
ian question as one of the top 
priorities on its foreign policy 
list. 

He added that the Israelis are 
having sleepless nights over the 
recent Arab-lranian rappro- 
chement, wanting that Tel Aviv 
will seek to undermine ties bet- 
ween Tehran and other Arab 
states. 

As for relations between Iran 
and Egypt, Abadi said that he 
has no knowledge of contacts 
between the two countries at the 
present, but affirmed that his 
country will take part in the 
Islamic Foreign Ministers’ Con- 
ference, to be hosted by Cairo 
late this month, at the level of 
experts. 

Turning to the aid Iran 
received from several countries, 
the ambassador said that the 
Iranian people deeply appreciate 
this assistance, especially from 
neighbouring states. 


Reuter said yesterday a news- 
paper close to Iranian President 
Rafsanjani described Foreign 
Minister Velayati’s just-con- 
duded visit to Kuwait as a turn- 
ing point in the region. 

“Co-operation, co-ordination 
and solidarity among regional 
countries can definitely enhance 
the position of Muslim nations 
vis-a-vis a united Europe and this 
ever-c hang in g world,” the Engf- 
ish-Ianguage Tehran Times said. 

Some diplomats said Kuwait- 
Iran relations could be inhibited 
by the emirate's traditional links 
with fellow Gulf Arab states. 

Despite the inherited 
problems, the view from both 
Tehran and Kuwait is that rela- 
tions are moving back to the 
good old days that existed until 
the Shah of Iran was ousted 1 1 
years ago 

The fact that Iran and Iraq are 
now talking to each other in a bid 
to resolve outstanding issues of 
the Gulf War has acted as a 
catalyst in Kuwait-1 ranian rela- 
tions. 


Ration cards may 
be withdrawn soon 


Prices almost similar at co-ops 



SUPPLY centres in the various 
governorates are witnessing a 
decline in the number of con- 
sumers. Some consumers have 
said that officials may cancel the 
distribution of foods through 
ration cards. Some of the items 
previously provided by ration 
cards like lentils and tomato 
paste have already been with- 
drawn. Subsequently the subsidy 
for certain staples sold at co- 
operative societies has been can- 
celled. A number of consumers 
interviewed by a local daily said 
that ration cards have an effec- 
tive role in keeping the prices 
down of many staple foodstuffs. 
They added that the minor dif- 
ference between prices of 
rationed foods and prices at co- 
operative societies lowered the 
value of ration cards. 

Ibrahim Al Khateeb said that 


before the withdrawal of tomato 
paste and lentils. He added that 
he prefers buying sugar from co- 
op's since the prices there are 
similar to that at the ration cen- 
tres. He pointed out that the 
quality of rice at ration shops is 
mostly bad which forces many 
consumers to buy their rice needs 
from co-op's even though it is 
more expensive. 

Saree Mohammed said that he 
depends on ration centres in 
covering his household needs 
particularly rice, sugar, andmilk. 
He indicated that he receives his 
share of goods regularly every 
month and therefore feds that it 
would be a great lose for him if 
ration cards were cancelled. He 
feels that if this happens prices at 
co-op's and local markets will 
eventually rise out of the reach of 
■ the common man. He said that 


previously he bought most of the ration cards play a role in prcven- 

foods allowed on his ration card ting market prices of such 


Benazir 



Crown Prince have accepted her 
invitation to visit Pakistan shortly. 
Benazir, who held separate talks with 
HH the Amir and HH the Crown 
Prince, said she held “detailed and 
fruitful talks" on bilateral issues and 
expects stronger ties between the two 
countries and was “deeply satisfied" 
with the outcome of her talks with 
Kuwaiti leaders. 

Kuwait was also briefed on latest 
Afghan mujahedeen efforts to set 
up” a broadbased, credibles and 
representative Shoora and interim 
government.” Benazir said: “In our 
judgement, (it) would constitute a 
major milestone in the search of a 
political solution of the continuing 
crisis in Afghanistan 

On Mideast, she called on the 
Islamic ummah to respond to the new 
danger and the serious threat to 
peace posed by Israel, which is 
“returning to aggressive and expan- 
sionist policies." She said Pakistan 
shares common perception" with 
Kuwait on the need for Islamic 
solidarity, regional peace and 
stability. 

On Pakistan's nuclear capability, 
she said Western media reports “are 
without foundation." She admitted 
Pakistan has a “modest nuclear 
programme" and believes in the prin- 
ciples of non-proliferation. She also 
said that her country would sign a 
non-proliferation treaty iflndia also 

did so.-. _ . 

. She' expressed the hope that there 
could be “further progress” with 
India in “other fields related to 
nudear activity, including a regional 
test ban treaty or simultaneous sign- 
ing of a non-proliferation treaty” by 
both India and Pakistan. 

Pakistan has agreed with India not 
to attack each other's nuclear 
facilities. Benazir said Pakistan has 
also suggested to India “a set of 
proposals, where we can ensure a 
region free of nuclear weapons.” 

Kuwaiti and Pakistani viewpoints 
are identical concerning the issues 
discussed during the visit to Kuwait 
by Pakistan's premier, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said yesterday. 

In a statement to Kuwait New 
Agency (Kuna) the spokesman said 
Benazir was received by HH the 
Amir and talks dealt with bilateral 


and international issues in the light of 
Kuwait's presidency of the Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Conference. 

The spokesman emphasised that 
the viewpoints arc identical toward 
issues discussed and that the two 
sides stressed their determination to 
develop fraternal relations in a way 
that realises the interests of the two 
Muslim peoples. 

The spokesman added that official 
talks were held at Bayan Palace 
headed by HH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah and Benazir. 

Tbe spokesman added that 
bilateral issues were tackled and the 
two sides emphasised the importance 
of co-operation between the two 
countries and their determination to 
develop, them to realise the mutual 
benefits. 

Tbe two sides also emphasised the 
mpoitairaof encouraging exchange 
of visits by specialised delegations in 
aD fields of co-operation. 

The talk* also dealt with Islamic 
and regional issues and both sides 
agreed on the importance of collec- 
tive efforts to solve them through 
peaceful means, on the basis of jus- 
tice and right to ensure security and 
stability and to provide the chance 

for better future for the peoples of the 
region. .. - i.ji « - ’ 

The spokesman added that both 
Kuwait and Pakistan have voiced 
satisfaction for the recent talks held 
between Iran and Iraq as a starting 
point for reaching a settlement for 
the suspended issues on the basis of 
tbe legitimate rights of each side. 

Kuwait and Pakistan paid special 
attention to the Palestinian crisis in 
its capacity as a central issue for the 
Islamic world and emphasised the 
principles that guarantees the Pales- 
tinian people their right to self deter- 
mination and statehood on the basis 
of the legitimate rights that had been 
and are still being emphasised at the 
international forums. 

He added that the two sides des- 
cribed the ongoing Jewish immigra- 
tion to the occupied Palestinian 
territories as a dangerous conspiracy 


Day by Day (Continued from Page 1) 

c) goods are less than what is said in the documents. 

In the event of (bj or (c). the trader is notified of thediscrepancy 
in view of the related documents. The matter is then referred to 
the Legal Affairs Division to initiate the necessary procedure. 
KAC will issue a certificate to the importer, certifying the 
deficiency in weight or quantity. 

All parcels, of any type, are inspected and opened in the 
presence of the owner or his representative. They are also closed 
m his presence after inspection. 

So, where is the fault, as claimed, in the security system? 

The customs procedure is systematic and based on a sound 
system. A thorough investigation is done to punish the viola- 
tions, if we discover any. The Kuwaiti penal code takes care of 
any violations; things are straightened out immediately. 

We would like to point out that the claims made by the writer 
are conjectures and heresay, without referring to any definite 
case. 

The General Customs Department, however, always wel- 
comes constructive criticism, based on fact and good intent. 

We extend an invitation to the author of the article to visit our 
warehouse at the Aviation Customs Department to see for 
himself the application of international standards al this facility. 
He can also verify the security and customs procedures 
implemented to guard imported goods. He can also see the ^ther 
facilities at the warehouse, where frozen goods arid other valua- 
bles are preserved. 


the Directorate 'General of the Better contract opportunities envisaged in Saudi Arabia 


Civil Aviation-DGCA- showed 
that Kuwait International Air- 
port witnessed a noticeable 
increase in airline movement, 
passengers and air freight during 
the last month as compared to 
June last year. The report said 
that there were 2.356 regular 
flights from and to the airport 
marking an increase of 9 per cent. 
The increase came due to extra 
KAC flights to meet demand of 
passengers beside some foreign 
airlines that ran their planes to 
Kuwait for the first time. The 
report added that there were 588 
extra flights from and to the air- 
port last month marking an 
increase of 46 per cent. The 
report referred the increase of 
extra flights to the end of exams 
in schools and the begining of the 
annual holiday of teachers as 
well as pilgrimage season and Eid 
AJ Adna holiday. 


SA U DI ARABIA has been able to achieve 
a higher rate of development and has been 
able to solve inflation problems during the 
previous development plan. The plan 
enjoyed modern development essentials 
like roads, ports, airports and communica- 
tions networks and has achieved strong 
social prosperity by providing schools, 
health services, and social and cultural 
utilities to the people of tbe country. 

The current development plan of the 
kingdom has an estimated spending rate of 
more than S300 billion to fully utilise 
investments aimed at comprehensive 
development objectives. 

These objectives include development 
of industrial projects like the ones in Jubail 
and Yanbu areas in the field of petro- 
chemicals and other petroleum industries, 
improving living standards in towns, 
improving agricultural production to 
reach self-sufficiency, putting emphasis on 
the expansion of education, professional 
training, and technical manpower in the 


kingdom, and developing operational and 

maintenance fields. 

Saudi national consultant companies 
and offices will play a major role in plan- 
ning these projects. These companies will 
be protected from competition by inter- 
national consultation companies who 
previously dominated oQ transactions and 
returns in the area during the past decade 
at a total estimated at S55. 1 million. 

One well-known Saudi construction 
engineer, Abdul Aziz Abdullah Aba Al 
Khil spoke about the role of national con- 
sultation offices and Saudi engineers in 
facing upcoming challenges. He said that 
the policy carried out recently^ regarding 
Saudi consultancies aims at giving such 
offices full responsibility for projects. He 
added that this will directly affect foreign 
consultation companies since Saudi con- 
sultants play a direct role. 

He pointed out that the oil market fluc- 
tuation wiB only affect one group of con- 


tractors which appeared during the oil leap 
and the get rich quick era. He indicated 
that this group was not built on strong 
financial bases but rather on temporary 
fundamentals operating in accordance 
with market fluctuations. He added that 
contractors who have had long experience 
in this field will not be affected by the new 
situation because they were not forced to 
fire labourers and technicians in order to 
stay in business. He stated that these con- 
tractors have attained enough experience 
to stay away from the fluctuations in the oil 
market He said that such contractors will 
carry full responsibility on completing 
fundamental preparations for tbe coming 
plan. 

Aba Al Khil proposed that temporary 
contractors having relatively short 
experience should gather in groups so they 
can support each other according to their 
specianties. 

He added that the Arab Contracting 
Company is a good example in unity. This 


company was fo rmed to face up to foreign 
competition in the .market. He indicated 
that the previous situation when Arab and 
national contractors were dominated by 
foreign consultation companies was due to 
the fact that most contractors lacked 
trained manpower and technicians. He 
added that a well qualified and trained 
manpower is considered to be the basis of 
any project 

He also pointed out that some of the 
Arab consultation companies accepted 
sm a ll margins of profit by ineffectively 
taking part in projects along with foreign 
companies. 

With respect to the future of the contrac- 
ting market in the area. Aba Al Khil said 
that it will bring better opportunities. He 
added that honest contractors will have 
stronger opportunities for participation in 
future projects. He stressed that the 
quality of maintenance at previous 
projects will also play a big role in the 
selection of these contractors. 


materials from rising. 

Hasan Husain Jabersaid that 
buying food on his ration card 
saves a lot of money par- 
ticularly with rice since the price 
at the ration centre is almost half 
as that of the co-op. He doesn t 
feel that ration cards will be can- 
celled since many individuals 
depend on them particularly 
those who have to support large 
families. 

Another consumer indicated 
that ration cards are not useful 
adding that the quality of food 
supplied is not particularly good. 
He said sugar prices are the same 
everywhere and the consumer 
gets a better deal at the co- 
operatives due to the freshness of 
items. 

Another consumer stated that 
ration cards are not necessary for 
small families. She added that 
only very large families depend 
on ration cards. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


that aims at liquidating the Palestin- 
ian people, and that threatens 
security and peace in the region as a 
whole, and poses dangers that would 
end all peace efforts. 

As Tor the big change in the inter- 
national relations toward detente. 
Kuwait and Pakistan expressed hope 
that this situation would be of 
positive results on all peoples of the 
Third World so as humanity can step 
into a phase often 1 co-opera lion for a 
better world in which justice and 
security prevail. 

The spokesman also said that Ben- 
azir invited Sheikh Saad to visit Pak- 
istan and the invitation was accepted 
and the date of the visit would be 
derided at the appropriate time. 

From the Kuwaiti side. Deputy 
Premier and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmed Al Jabcr. 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Nasser Mohammed Al 
Ahmed. Minister of State for 
Cabinet Adairs Dr Abdul Rahman 
Al Awadi and Minister of Higher 
Education Dr Ali Al Shamlan took 
part in the talks. 

Morocco King, Hassan 11 met in 
Rabat today with Benazir who 
arrived late last night on a visit to 
Morocco as part of the current tour 
to a number of Arab states. 

The meeting was attended by the 
Morocco Prime Minister Izz Uddinc 
Laraki, Foreign Minister. AbdullauT 
Filali and top Pakistani officials 
accompanying Benazir. 

■ A leading senator has called for 
the United States and the Soviet 


Union to exert their influence to 
prevent any warfare from breaking 
out between Pakistan and India over 
the Kashmir region. 

Sen. Alan Cranston suggested that 
a joint US approach with the Soviet 
Union exert “whatever influence can 
be brought to bear" on India and 
Pakistan. 

A US-Soviet combination for 
peace might work. Cranston told 
reporters, because America has 
“been thought to have been closer to 
Pakistan of late, and the Soviet 
Union is thought to have been closer 
to India." 

Delegation 
to bring 
back teachers 
from Egypt 

THE Assistant Undersecretary 
for General Education Affairs al 
Kuwait’s Ministry of Education 
Suad Al Rifaei will visit Cairo on 
the 1 5th of this month as tbe head 
of an educational delegation 
grouping the selection controller 
at the ministry Mo hamm ed Al 
Roumi and the employment con- 
troller Abdusaheb Hussain. 

A local dally reported that the 
delegation wifi interview a num- 
ber of teachers in Egypt to bring 
them back to- Kuwait to join the 
various Ministry of Education 
schools. 

Meanwhile, the cultural atta- 
che at the Kuwait embassy in 
Cairo Dr Abdullah Mohareb 
said that these interviews will be 
heldasofthe 17th and will last ud 
to 25th. 


TEMPERATURE win remain nor- 
mal with moderate 10 fash northeas- 
terly wind. 

Slate of sea: Moderate 
High water 130 am, 3.00 pm 
Low water. 8.00 am. 8 JO pm 
Sunrise: 4.56 am 
Sunset; 6.51 pm 

Maximum temperatures recorded' 
Kuwait: 48*C118*F 
Ahmadi: 4S*C1I3*F 
Failaka: 4fi*C ! 15*F 

Ahmadi: 46*C 11 S*F 
Failaka: 4rCH7*F 

KSkS'" 0 "'" 

Ahmadi: WC 92"F 
Failaka: 3trC86*F 
Max i m um humidity recorded: 
Kuwait: 12 per cent 
Ahmadi: 26 percent 
Failaka: 32 per cent 








'New recruitment procedures at Kuwait’s CSC 

^ 'I Tar 


NEW rules and procedures governing 
recruitment at government authorities 
have been issued recently by Kuwait’s 
Civil Service Commission (CSC), a local 
daily reported. 

It added that undersecretary of the 
Civil Service Commission Abdulaziz A1 
Zaben issued a decision which is curren- 
tly hi circulation among the ministers 


Top priority to nationals 


and state authorities indicating that any 
ministry orgovemment authority should 
consult the CSC prior to employing any 
employee. 

The applicant authority should specify 
the nature of the post in order to enable 
the CSC to discuss with this authority the 
possibility of moving an employee from 
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I HAVE been working for a company on visa No. 18. Recently, 1 
marries! Is lidia. Is there any possibility of bringing my wife on a 
dependent's visa? Is there any salary restriction to get a ramify visa? 
I beard that salary restrictions have been lifted? If so, what are the 

amnOAM? 


A-Hameed. 

TO OUR knowledge, the salary limit stands. An expatriate 
working in the private sector must earn KJD650 and in the public 
sector KD450 to be eligible to apply for a family visa. If your 
salary is KD650 or above, you can apply for a dependent's visa 
for your wife and if your application is accepted, she can come 
here. If you earn under KLD650, then you can call her on a visit for 
a month. There is no other alternative to get family visa. 

* * • 

I AM a Fifipina working in Kuwait as a domestic helper. I'D 
complete my contract in December, 1990. My employer did not 
give me seven months’s salary and I want to transfer to another 
employer. What can I do about my salary? 

R.M. 

OUR lawyer Khaled Taher says the only way to get your salary is 
through a court of law. He advised you to file a case against your 
employer, asking for the back pay and air ticket to return to your 
country. During the court case, you can get a permission to stay 
in the country through certificates issued by the court. 

I AM working in a catering company. I've beard that girls under 30 
are not entitled to get visas due to a new law. Has (his law come into 
effect? 

PS. 

KHALED Taher told us that there is no such age limit in the 
residence orimmigration law. The law itself does not mention the 
age limit, nor has it been included in any clause of the law. He said 
it could be an “internal ministry procedure.” 

* * • 

I HAVE been bring in Kuwait for the past 11 years. My source of 
income hasnot progressed more than KD120. Although I have good 
experience in salesmanship, storekeeping and cashier. How can 1 
increase my source of income, legally, according to Kuwaiti labour 
laws. 

A reader. 

S ALARI ES. as you must know from your experience of living in 
this country, are governed by the market rate. Although there is 
no fixed pay scale, salaries for certain jobs is fixed by the current 
rates. As you are in sales, it would be possible for you to get 
commission on sales. Alternately, you could train for another 
higher-paid job and earn more. Pragmatically, what a person 
depends on such variables as education, experience and 
individual ini tiati ve and hard work . Despi Le working hard, if you 
have not been able to earn more, you should consider changing 
your career and opt for one that pays more. 

If yon have a problem drop in a fine 20 to Action Line, Arab 
Tunes, P.O. Box Z270, 13023 Safat, Kuwait or Fax your questions 
to us on Tel: 4847495. 
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Haj injured 

A Saudi medical worker helps to carry an injured Turkish pilgrim 
aboard a plane yesterday at Jeddah airport. 32 injured Turkish pilgrims 
were taken to Turkey by hospital planes. A tunnel stampede in Makkah 
July 2 caused the death of. 1,426 people including Turks. 


another ministry or authority to occupy 
the required post. 

The circular said that in case an 
employee could not be relocated to fill in 
the existing vacancy, the Civil Service 
Commission will nominate any Kuwaiti 
from those who are registered with the 
CSC to fill the relevant vacancy. 

Alternatively, the CSC will announce 


the need of respective authority for a 
Kuwaiti employee with the required con- 
ditions. 

The circular staled that in case of no 
Kuwaiti applied for the announced post, 
the Civil Service Commission will inform 
the respective authority on the CSC 
approval allowing such an authority to 
appoint an expatriate to occupy the 


required post. Such an appointment will 
be in accordance with special contract 
terms and no end of service gratuity will 
be given for allied technical posts includ- 
ing typists. 

It added that, however, the Civil 
Service Commission will provide the 
applicant authority with appointment 
conditions in each individual case. 



New Water Games City 


An agreement has been signed by TEC for the 
establishment of a water games city near Kuwait 
Towers. Engineer Adel At Fahd, director of projects 
at the company said the project is the first of its kind 
in the Gulf and depends basically on the various 
capabilities provided by water which could be putto 
use. The city will be one of the most attractive areas 
and wilt grab the attention of people of all ages, 
Fahd said. 

He explained further that the project will contain 
several water games like the smooth downhills 
which include 5 different baths, river rapids, the 
flood, the Kamikaze which is a very fast downhill ride 
provided by a strong water current, and the lazy river 
which will consist of a circular water bath, 240 
metres long. Water In the river will be operated by 


pumps. 

A wide area in the Water Games City project will be 
for children, and will consist of swimming pools, and 
games. Children’s games area will include, the 
octopus, the mushroom, the slider and the frog. 

In order to create a cool atmosphere the city will 
include landscaping projects like artificial lakes 
conlaini ng falls a nd artificial rocks a nd t rees. One of 
the lakes will be constructed with a specific depth to 
permit swimming. 

Kuwait Towers, however, will maintain its original 
features and will consist of a large number of 
shaded areas. The project will be divided into three 
main parts, the water games area, the artificial lakes 
and reservoirs area, and the children games area. 
Picture shows a comprehensive view of the project. 


Kuwait weather reports 
genuine, says official 


Dust time here 


DIRECTOR of the Meteo- 
rological Department, Abdullah 
A1 Asfour has emphasised that 
temperature reports published 
by the department are true 
figures. He indicated that Lhe 
highest record temperature ever 
reached in Kuwait was 51 
degrees centigrade in the shade. 
The highest-ever recorded tem- 
perature in the world was 58 
degrees centigrade in theshadein 
Aziziya town in Libya. The 
second highest temperature in 
the world was recorded in Death 
Valley in California at 57 degrees 
Centigrade. 

Asfour said that meteorolog- 
ists deal with the atmospheric 
strata which covers hundreds of 
thousands of square kilometres 
and this sometimes causes them 
to make mistakes jn their 
approximations. He pointed out 
that Kuwait weather forecasts 
are 80 per cent accurate. 

The Meteorology Department 
in Kuwait was established in 
1953 and consisted of only one 
centre. The department witnes- 


sed rapid development until 1 962 
when it became a member of the 
International Meteorology 
Organisation. The Meteorology 
Department is affiliated to the 
Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation which is currently 
operating eleven meteorology 
stations, with a total of 150 
employees. 

Asfour indicated that one of 
the important authorities which 
the Meteorological Department 
provides services for is air 
navigation affairs to ensure the 
safely of airplanes and passen- 
gers. Airliners departing Kuwait 
International Airport are 
provided with weather maps 
indicating the speed and direc- 
tion of clouds and winds in addi- 
tion to weather forecasts. Arriv- 
ing airliners are also provided 
with this information. 

The Meteorological Depart- 
ment also provides several other 
parties like Kuwait University, 
Ministry of Electricity and 
Water, Coast Guard, the sea club 
and the coastal station with mon- 


thly and annual weather forecast 
reports, Asfour said. 

Other authorities receiving 
weather reports from the depart- 
ment are represented by the Gen- 
eral Authority for Agricultural 
Affairs and Fish Resources, and 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific 
Research. 

Weather research isoonducted 
upon request from some com- 
panies like insurance companies, 
construction companies and air- 
conditioning and heating com- 
panies. 

Kuwait like any other arid 
1 territory, suffers dust storms 
throughout the year, particularly 
during summer. Huge amounts 
of sand and dust are carried by 
north-southerly winds to Kuwait 
and other neighbouring states. 
One of the most dusty months in 
Kuwait occurs in June and July 
during which dust time forms 
more that 50 per cent of total 
hours. 

Dust has increased during the 
lasL decade compared with 
previous decades, Asfour said. 


Policeman 
rapes maid, 
gets seven 
years Rl 

A POLICEMAN was sentenced 
to jail for seven years with hard 
labour for raping a pregnant maid 
who was detained at the police 
station for ilDcit pregnancy. 

The coart was told that the cul- 
prit was working at the same sta- 
tion where the maid was detained. 
On the night of the incident the 
defendant ordered his colleagues 
to go out on patrol and then 
proceeded to sexually assault the 
detained maid. In the morning the 
maid told another detained person 
in an adjacent cell of the incident, 
who confirmed that he had seen 
the defendant commit his crime. 

The maid was urged to com- 
plain to the chief of the station of 
the incident 

The court was also told that the 
defendant had acknowledged 
before his officers that be and his 
colleagues had sexually assaulted 
the victim. The chief at the station 
and the defendant's colleagues 
however testified that the culprit 
had confessed to comitting his 
crime while his colleagues were on 
patroL 

In fight of this testimony the 
court decided to sentence the cul- 
prit to the aforementioned jud- 
gement and ignored the claim of 
the defence counsel that the defen- 
dant was psychologically ilL 

9.305 tons 
of spoilt 
food seized 

KUWAIT Municipality Foods 
Department seized a total of 

9.305 tons of foodstuff during 
the last year. The foods were 
seized during department inspec- 
tion campaigns on shops, res- 
taurants and border centres, in 
addition to the airport. 

The local food market witnes- 
sed a clear activity of food influx. 
Food imports via sea. land and 
air to the country reached an 
estimate of 500 thousand tons. 
This indicates an increase in con- 
sumption. The foodsdepartment 
supervised movements of food 
commodities from manufac- 
turers until it reaches Kuwait 
where they were stored or pul on 
display for sale in local markets. 

The foods department at 
Kuwait Municipality has several 
duties which include inspecting 
and examining food imports and 
their validity for human use. 
examining frozen mutton, and 
fish, following up imported 
foods, issuing healLh licences for 
shops, and inspection on foods at 
the local market. 

Disappearing trick 

A KUWAITI woman SbiekhaF. 
notified Fabaheel police station 
that an unknown person offered 
to help her achieve her for- 
malities at a bank. She handed 
him KD 1 500, civil card and the 
bank's form. But he took the 
money and disappeared. 


British pilgrims among dead 


LONDON, July 13. (Kuna): The foreign office in 
London said today that it had been “warned" by 
Saudi Arabia that “a small number" of British 
Muslim pilgrims may have died in the tragedy which 
took place during the Haj in which more than 1 ,400 
people died. 


The London Times newspaper said today that 
fears were mounting that a London couple may have 
been among the dead people following the tragedy. 

The paper said that Y usuf Janjua. 38 a dentist and 
his wife Anjum. 32 have not been in touch since the 
tragedy. 
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Man gets 2 years 
for raping Filipina 

THE Criminal Court has sentenced a man to two years in jail for 
raping a Filipina. 

The court heard that the victim was an employee at a ph otogra- 
pher's shop in one of the local hotels and that her only means of 
transport was the bus. 

On the day of the incident, the victim was waiting for the bus 
under the burning sun, when a car driven by the defendant 
suddenly pulled up near her. _ . ... 

She told the court that the defendant got off and asked to see 
her identity card claiming that he was a police officer. She fallal 
to produce her ID, and he offered to drive her to her employer s 
house where she said she had forgotten it. 

He then drove her away from the urban area and swerved into 
a by-road and stopped at a construction site, where he raped her 
on the back seat of the car. 

He then left her there and drove off, but she managed to jot 
down the number of the car. When the police arrested the owner 
the victim could not recognise him. but he said that a fnend oftus 
had on the day of the incident borrowed the tar to buy them 
dinner and claimed thai he had raped a Filipina inside it. 



NC members honoured 

The social committee of Kuwait Journalists Society held Thursday night a party in honour of the Speaker of 
the National Council Abdul Aziz Al Masaed, Minister of State for NC Affairs Dr Bader Al Yacoub, and 
members Dr Abdulla Al Omar, Mohammed Al Barjes. Ahmad Behbehani and Kazem Bu Abbas for being 
elected members of the NC. . . 

The party was attended by the assistant undersecretary of Information Ministry for Television Anairs Rida 
Al Feeli, acting assistant undersecretary for foreign information Amal Al Hamad, editors of local news 
papers. and information attaches of Iraqi embassy and French embassy and a number of journalists 
working in Kuwait. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Amir*S speech lauded: A Lebanese daily yesterday 
hailed the address of HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Subuh before lhe opening session of the Kuwaiti 
National Council. 

ThedailyAl Anwar quoted diplomatic sources here as describ- 
ing the speech of the Amir as a historical document demonstrat- 
ing Sheikh Jaber ‘s vast political experience and frasigh ted ness. 

The paper further said that by opening lhe first session of the 
National Council. K uwail resumed its leading role in political life 
prior to restoring parliamentary life which never really dis- 
appeared from the Kuwaiti arena despite all regional changes, 
pressures and events. 

They said with the election of the National Council. Kuwait 
emerged victorious thunks to the polling of self-restraint exer- 
cised by the state which opened the way for all to take part in fair 
eleclionswithin the framework of united Kuwaiti family. (Kuna) 

Kuwait-European investments: chairman of 

the Franco-Arab Chamber of Commerce. Michel Habib- Delon- 
cle today said joint Kuwaiti- European investments in industrial 
projects in the Arabworld provide mutual benefits for ail parties. 

Writingin the “Revue dcs Exchanges Franco- Arab” monthly. 
Habib* Delonclc said Kuwait’s joint investments with Western 
partners, especially France, can take place in Egypt. Yemen, or 
North Africa, countries that need export industries. 

He said Kuwaiti investments serve as the guarantee lor Wes- 
tern indusiires in these countries where labour cost is low and 
natural resources are rich. 

The chairman added that sueh industrial projects in these 
countries would bring them deeply needed hard currency and 
provide work opportunities for the skilled labour force. 

Habib- Deloncle said the joint investment project have been 
discussed in meetings on Kuwaiti and French businessmen and in 
inter-govemmenlj] economic commissions and some will soon 
be pul into action. ( K unu ) 

Qurain environment issues discussed: state 

Minister for Housing Affairs Yuhia Fahd Al Smait today con- 
ferred with secretary of the Council for Environment Protection 
Ibrahim Mohammed Haday in presence of other experts. 

The meeting reviewed specialised reports on environmental 
issues related to Block 10 of Al Qurain housing project. 

The minister said the Public Housing Authority was aware of 
the waste problem in the area and therefore made no plans for 
constructions in the site. (Kuna) 

CBK governor for Malaysia: Governor of lhe 

Central Bank of Kuwait Sheikh Salem Abdel Aziz Al Sabah 
leaves here today for Malaysia on an official visit. 

Sheikh Salem's visit is in response to an official invitation by 
his Malaysian counterpart within the framework ofboosting ties 
between the two institutions. 

Haj transgressions committee: The Higher 

Committee for Haj A flairs at the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs will reportedly consider the complaints lodged against 
some Haj caravan organisers who are cited for transgression 
against regulations and those that failed to fulfill their obliga- 
tions. 

The committee is to meet under the chairmanship of the 
ministry undersecretary Dr Ali Al Zumai. in the presence of 
assistant under-secretaries following the completion of the 
medical report and the report of the Haj expedition on the basis 
of which punitive measures will be endorsed against Lhe involved 
Haj caravan organisers. 

The relevant organisers will be called in for questioning 
preliminary to charging them, in order to investigate the validity 
of the complaints against them. 

NHA signs two new contracts: The National 

Housing Authority Thursday signed two contracts for the con- 
struction and completion of the Jah ra Govemorate building, and 
the soil levelling of the Dhahar Housing Project in the amount of 
KD636.000. 

Under the first comma, the Jahra Govemorate headquarters 
building formerly the police station building will be constructed, 
maintained and completed in the Aiyoun area, within a duration 
period of 180 days, to be followed by 730 days of regular 
maintenance for the cost of K D466.000. 

Under contract two. construction, completion and mainten- 
ance of soil levelling works will be undertaken on the Dhahar 
bousing project fora duration of 240 days, to be followed by 730 
days of regular maintenance for the cost of KD 240.000. 

11,580 court cases in May: A statistical report 
published by the computer centre at the Ministry of Justice 
pointed out that courts in Kuwait reviewed a total of 1 1.580cases 
during May. Misdemeanour cases included 972 municipal cases. 
% traffic cases, and 143 commercial cases. 

Meanwhile, the report indicated that a total of ! .526 cases were 
received by the General Prosecution during the same month. 
These cases included 931 crimes. 401 different misdemeanours 
and 1 94 other cases. The same month last year there was a total of 
1.053 cases. 

Hurd confers with UAE minister: British 

Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd conferred here Thursday even- 
ing with the UAE Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Rashid 
Abdullah on bilateral relations and regional issues. 

The Foreign office in London said the two ministers also 
reviewed the outcome of the just-concluded session of the joint 
commission for co-operation between the two countries. 

In addition, they discussed Lhe stalled peace process in the 
Middle East and efforts to secure a lasting settlement between 
Iran and Iraq. 

Road accidents: The police reported 12 road accidents 
during the last 24 hours. One accident was reported in the 
Capital, one in Jahra and 10 in Ahmadi Govemorate. A driver 
was killed when his car collided with another car in Fimas area. 
T wo pa ssengers were inju red when a car t u med o ver nea r A bdal li 
border centre. 




M.H. ALSHAYA COMPANY, 

require the following staff for their newly 
acquired BODY SHOP franchise, 
located at Zahra Complex, Salmiya, 
and also for various other dept, stores. 

Shop Supervisors 
Sales Assistants 
Warehouse Supervisor 
Office Secretary 
All applicants should preferably have 
previoOs experience, fluency in 
English and Arabic and have 
transferable residence. 

Please call:- 4830141 or 4842872, 
between 7.30 A.M. - 1 P.M. and 4 
P.M. - 7 P.M., for an appointment. 
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editorials 



TimES 


Thought for today 


I AM for the restoration of order, but not for the 
restoration of the old order. — Honore Mira beau, 
French revolutionary leader (1749- 1791). 


Boris Yeltsin 

Career rivals 
Gorbachev’s 

(UPI): Boris Yeltsin’s career has been a series of attention-grabbing 
moves that constantly rival those of his political foe. President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

No rising star in the Gorbachev era has attracted more atten ti on than 
Yeltsin, who bolted into major prominence in late June when he was 
elected president of the sprawling Russian republic while delivering a 
scathing attack on Gorbachev's policies. 

Y eltsm earlier drew international atLen tion with his sudden dismissal 
head of the Moscow Communist Party in November 1 987. 

- He had been brough to Moscow by Gorbachev from the industrial 
city of Sverdlovsk in Russia's Ural Mountains in April 1985 as a 
proponent of Gorbachev's economic reconstruction programme 
known as “perestroika.” But a crisis developed when Yeltsin — an 
aggressive advocate of change — criticized the slow pace of the reforms 
at a plenum of the Central Committee in October. 

After he was criticized at the plenum, Yeltsin reportedly recanted and 
offered to resign. The resignation became public knowledge only in the 
first week of November shortly before the celebration of the* 70th 
anniversary of the communist revolution. 

Soviet television reported Yeltsin was fired because of “serious 
mistakes in his leadership.” 

He was immediately replaced by Lev Zaikov, a member of the ruling 
Politburo. 

On May 24, Yeltsin was dropped from the top rung of the nation's 
Parliament, the Supreme Soviet Presidium, by a unanimous vote of its 
1,500 members. 

Yeltsin, noted as a politician of principles but one of unpredictable 
behaviour, moved into the top leadership ranks in Febuary 1986 as a 
candidate, of non-voting member of the r uling Politburo. But Gorba- 
chev apparently had trouble moving Yeltsin into the very top rank as a 
full, or voting member of the Politburo. 

In the months after he arrived in Moscow, the capital was swept by 
stories of a hardworking, demanding a dminis trator would shake the 
city bureaucracy out of the complacency that developed during more 
than 18 years under his predecessor. 

“Frankly, not all of us set sail with the fresh winds of change,” Yeltsin 
warned in a speech printed across an entire page of the Moscow party 
newspaper Moskovskaya Pravda shortly after he assumed his new 
post ” Certai n changes in personnel are inevitable. The process is under 
way.” 

According to one story, Yeltsin escorted the entire staff of the 
Moscow City Party Committee to a building site one Saturday and 
joined in donating a half-day of free labour. 

While other citizens routinely participated in these “subbotniks," 
city officials reportedly had long lost the habit of leaving their comfor- 


The same as his 55-year-old leader MDchaH Gorbachev, Yeltsin 
shared a s imilar style. Instead ofhiding behind the Kremlin walls, beset 
out to mix and see first-hand how people really Hve. 

“He visited the shops near where 1 live, inspected the goods and 
talked to people,” said a middle-class Soviet worker in his 30s. The man, 
used to official indifference, was impressed. 

One story had Yeltsin telling bureaucrats he would be busy examin- 
ing the city during the day and to discuss matters'with him In his office 
— between 6 pm and 11 pm. 

Another rumour circulated that he left hand-made Zil limousine one 
day and rode to work on one of the city’s decaying buses. After two 
hours he emerged to declare, “If that's what it's like, it’s no wonder 
people don't want to work.” 

If the stories were apocryphal, Yeltsin nevertheless captured the 
imagination of a city of 8.6 million accustomed to official boasts and 
private frustration. 

When the Communist Party congress met in February 1986 for the 
first time in five years, Yeltsio took on the job of delivering the criticism. 
People grabbed up copies of the newspaper reprinting it. 

The rapid rise ofYeltsin, who did not join the Communist Party until 
he was 30, paralleled the ascendancy of Gorbachev. 

In April 1985, Yeltsin was brought to Moscow from the industrial 
city of Sverdlovsk in Russia’s Ural Mountains where he had been party 
firstsecretary. He took charge of theCentral Committee’s construction 
department and in July was named a full secretary, one of the nation’s 
30 most powerful positions. 

At the time, Gorbachev was busy undermining the Moscow party 
chief he inherited, Yiktor Grishin. Rumours of corruption were foll- 
owed by newspaper revelations of scandal in the city-run housing 
industry. By the end of the year, Gorbachev was ready to act. 

With Gorbachev himself attending a dty meeting, Grishin was 
removed from the Moscow post and replaced by Yeltsin. 

With no former ties to the city, Yeltsin was in a position to freely 
condemn the past. He ordered the state-run press into the campaign. 

Moscow, which official radio in 1985 described as “one of the most 
beautiful places on the face of the Earth,” is now admitted to have 
deficiencies in everything from its architecture to the number of 
hospital beds. , 

Yeltsin said radio and television programmes were “of no interest to 
Muscovites,” meat and fish were poor, 35 per cent of the city's trams 
and buses were out of order every day, and ordinary people had become 
outraged. 


TODAY IN HISTORY 


1536 — France signs treaty of Lyons with Portugal for an 
attack on Spain. 

1544 — England's King Henry VIII crosses to Calais to join 
holy Roman Emperor Charles V in campaign against France's 
King Francis I in Picardy. 

1690 — Seven French privateers capture New England islands 
of Martha's V ineyard, Nantucket and B lock Island. 

1789 — Citizens of Paris storm and capture Bastille prison and 
release prisoners, marking start of French Revolution. 

1790 — France's King Louis XVI accepts the revolutionary 
constitution. 

1886 — Britain and Germany agree on frontiers of Gold Coast 
and Togoland in Africa. 

1990 — International expedition, including United Stales and 
Japan, takes Tientsin in China. 

1933 — German political parties, other than Nazis, are sup- 
pressed. 

1934 — Oil pipeline between Mosul and Tripoli is opened. 
1958 — Iraq's King Fdsal and his heir, ana premier Nuri-es- 
Said are assassinated in Baghdad coup, and King Hussein 
assumes power as bead of Arab federation. 

1960 — Leopoldville government severs relations with Bel- 
gium. 

1967-— UN General Assembly adopts resolution asking Israel 
to hall action it was taking to alter dty of Jerusalem after six- 
day war. 

1971 — Government troops in Jordan attempt to cruch Pales- 
tine commando movement. 

1988 — Iran, at United Nations, accuses United States of 
commiting “barbaric crime” in shooting down Iranian com- 
mercial airliner. 

1989 — Leaders of world’s seven richest nations open annual 
summit in Paris, with talks focused on economic struggles in 
Eastern Europe. 



G-7 summit leaders strolling to lunch after a session. (Reuter wirephoto} ■ 


Summit backs Soviet reforms 

West to study Moscow economy 


HOUSTON, (Agendes): The West sent a dear 
signal of support to Mikhail Gorbachev on Wednes- 
day but also spel tout the price the Soviet leadermust 
pay to secure a co-ordinated aid package — cuts in 
arms spending and in aid to Cuba. 

The world’s richest democracies, tacitly ackn- 
owledging that without Gorbachev the political and 
economic revolution sweeping through East Europe 
would never have been possible, will now drive their 
message home in a series of top-level missions to 
Moscow. 

Within hours of the end of the Group of Seven’s 
Houston summit, US President George Bush had 
sent a telegram telling Gorbachev that technical 
assistance would “continue apace” and informing 
him of the leaders' decision to carry out an in-depth 
study of the Soviet economy's precise needs. 

Risks 

“Weighing up the various risks leads me to the 
conclusion that we have more guarantees with 
perestroika and the already tested figure of Mr 
Gorbachev than we would ifhe were to fail,” French 
President Francois Mitterrand said. 

“We don't know what would happen then.” 

Leaders of the seven — the United States, Japan, 
West Germany, France, Britain, Italy and Canada 
— had travelled to Houston for their annual econ- 
omic summit deeply divided on whether to extend 
direct financial aid to help Gorbachev. 

After three days of talking, leaders settled on a 
form of words that expressed their clear support for 
his attempts to reform the ramshackle Soviet econ- 
omy and held out the prospect of further aid by 
agreeing to study what was needed. 

In a move to accommodate Mitterrand and West 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, both of whom 
have argued for urgent financial aid, the careful 
wording of the seven’s communique also allowed 
each of the leaders to go his or her own way. 

But all agreed on tough language setting out three 
conditions which, they said, would “improve the 
prospect for meaningful and sustained economic 
assistance.” 

— More radical steps to reform the economy, by 
no mea ns easy for Gorbachev as he struggles against 
warring factions in Moscow to push the Soviet 
Union towards the free market 

— A substantial shift in resources away from the 
military sector. In the past week Washington has 
revised its estimates on Soviet arms spending up to 
25 per cent from 18 per cent of gross domestic 
product 

— A cut in support to nations “promoting 
regional conflict” a thinly veiled reference to Mos- 
cow's S5 billion a year of assistance pumped into 
Cuba which has been a consistent bugbear of US 
Secretary of State James Baker. 

Conditions 

The West has been moving towards imposing 
economic and overtly political conditions on aid for 
emerging democracies in Eastern Europe since 
agreeing to launch packages for Poland and Hun- 
gary at the Paris “summit of the arch” a year ago. 

But only the coming months will tdl how far 
Gorbachev is willing to go — or feels he can go given 
the open struggle in Moscow between reformers and 
conservatives — in meeting the conditions laid 
down in the Houston summit declaration. 

The past six days have placed the onus back on 
Gorbachev to prove that he was serious when he 
sLated in a letter to Bush on July 4 that he wanted to 
enter into an “economic dialogue" with the Group 
of Seven nations and overcome the economic div- 
ision of capitalist and communist systems. 

Last Friday, the Nato alliance declared at a Lon- 
don summit that the cold war era was over and 
extended the hand of political and military friend- 
ship to Gorbachev. This week, the G-7 wanted to 


T okyo flexes muscles 


HOUSTON, (Reuter): Japan 
flexed its muscles at the indus- 
trial democracies*' summit here, 
pro ring it packs a political punch 
to match its economic power. 

At international forums in the 
past, Japan has behaved more 
like a 90-pound weakling than 
the country with the world's 
second-richest economy measur- 
ing its success by how few others 
it offended. 

But not at the summit that 
ended on Wednesday, the annual 
meeting of the leaders of the 
Group of Seven (G-7) — Japan, 
the United States, France, Ger- 
many, Britain, Italy and Canada. 

Japan set specific goals, 
pushed hard for them, and to a 
large extent got what it wanted, 
raising its profile and the rest of 
Asia’s in the process. 

One of its goals was to do pre- 
cisely that, Japanese officials had 
said before the conference began, 
Asia 

After it was over. Prime Mini-, 
ster To shiki Kaifu told a news 
conference on Wednesday that 
he “was able to take the oppor- 
tunity to present the viewpoints 
of Asia,” and praised other 
leaders for their willingness to 
listen to Japan’s viewpoint. 

The summit was originally 
expected to spotlight East 
Europe and aid to the Soviet 
Union. “We detect a certain 


Eurocentralism,” one senior 
Foreign Ministry official said 
last week. 

Japan saw its role as an Asian 
Voice to provide balance and “to 
malm this annual agreement a 
truly global one,” the official 
said. 

Kaifu got off to a fast start in 
that effort, raising the China 
issue in bilateral meetings over 
the weekend before the summit 
formally started. 

Debate over Japan’s conten- 
tion that China had made sig- 
nificant reforms since it crushed 
pro-democracy forces in June 
1989 competed- with aid to the 
Soviet Union as a hot topic. 

Japan ultimately fell short of 
getting the summit to avoid fresh 
criticism of China, but succeeded 
in securing a tad t understanding 
that Japan could and would 
gradually go ahead with an 810 
billion yen (S5.6 billion) loan 
programme to China, put on ice 
after the Beijing massacre. 

According to Japanese 
officials, itwasatKaifu’sspedfic 
suggestion that the summit's 
political declaration included a 
statement that G-7 members 
would “respond to further 
positive developments in 
China.” 

Declaration 

The political declaration 
carried a reference to advances in 


democracy in various Asian 
countries, another pre-summit 

On'akMo the Soviet Union, 
Japan joined the United States 
and Britain in successfully block- 
ing a G-7 push for the immediate 
substantial economic help 
favoured by West Germany and 
France. 

But Japan put an Asian twist 
on its opposition by emphasising 
what it called the Soviet Union's 
continued military buildup in 
Aria, and the dispute over the 
northern territories, four small 
islands seized by the Soviet 
Union at the end of Work! War 
IL 

The message to Moscow that 
substantial Japanese aid depends 
on p ro g re ss m the dispute got 
added impetus when US 
President George Bush and 
Secretary of State James Baker 
included the issue in the brief oral 
summaries they made of the two 
lengthy declarations. 

With no obvious losses and 
several dear wins for Japan, the 
summit should raise the political 
standing of Kaifu. 

Nor will a reference by Bush at 
a Wednesday news conference to 
his “great respect for Prime Min- 
ister Kaifu” go unnoticed in 
image-conscious Japan. 


send the same message on the economicfronL 

“Coming after last week's very successful Nato 
summit, which took a major stride towards a more 
peaceful world, the results of our meeting in Hous- 
ton are an important step towards a more prosp- 
erous world for everyone,”- British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher told journalists. 

It will be now up to the International Monetary 
Fund's managing director, Michel Camdessus, to 
set in motion the G-7 analysis, work that will run in 
parallel with a study ordered last month by the 12- 
nation European Economic Community. 

The reaction of Gorbachev to the closest ever 
Western scrutiny of the once highly secretive Soviet 
economic system could become clearer when Kohl 
visits Moscow this weekend and during subsequent 
missions of financial experts. 

Over the past days, leaders have given dear poin- 
ters to where they think the Soviet economy can best 
be helped, dting the need to solve chronic transport 
problems, to revamp its energy industry, and to 
improve telecommunications. 

kohl could announce concrete projectsas early as 
this weekend. Bui even he was keen to stress that 
there was no point m throwing money at the econ- 
omy without reforms. 

“I am not Christmas Father,” he said. 

At the start, the industrialised democracies will 
take measured steps, beginning with astudy conduc- 
ted by bankers and other experts of the inefficient 
Soviet economy and the tentative moves by Gorba- 


chev over his five years in power toward free-market 
reforms. 

The study, underthe supervision of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund, is supposed to be com- 
pleted by December — although officials at the 
Worid Bank said a year would be more like it: 

In the meantime, a tide of technical assistance is 
likely to flow West to East. 

At this stage. Bush is reluctant to go further. He 
wants the Soviets to cut military spending, abandon 
Cuba and convert to a genuine free-market system. 
The summit agreed, and so if these conditions are 
met. Bush may brave political fire from his right and 
propose more significant US aid, 

“I don’t think you should ever say never,” 
Secretary of State James A Baker said Tuesday in 
refusing to permanently rule out direct US aid. 

And will Gorbachev be pleased with the results of 

this s ummi t? 

“I think he will find in the response a positive 
encouragement to persist in his reforms, and chat 
seems to us all the essential point,” Douglas Hurd, 
the British Foreign Secretary, concluded. 

Another agreement trumpeted by the leaders was 
compromise language designed to resolve a fight 
between the United States and the Europeans over 
farm subsidies. 

Bush had sought their elimination. The 
Europeans balked, willing only to reduce some of 
the supports and warning that cutting of the sup- 
ports could cost 2 or 3 mill io n “ 


hood. 


farmers their livefi- 


Jakarta has three separatist movements 


DILI, Indonesia, (AP): Separatists holding out in 
East Timor against Indonesian rule have two coun- 
terparts in the outer reaches of the world's largest 
archipelago. 

One trouble spot is the special region of Jtaeh, 
conservatively Muslim and historically rebellious, 
at the tip oFSuraat. In the 17th century, Aceh had a 
cavalry with Persian horses, an elephant corps and a 
Navy strong to hold off the Portuguese. 

The other is 3.100 miles (4.960 kilometres) to the 
east. The former Dutch territory of West Irian, 
which has been the Indonesian province of Irian 
Jaya since 1 963 and shares the island ofNew Guinea 
with independent Papua New Guinea. 

Colonial 

The colonial Dutch never really succeeded in 
bringing Aceh under control and fought a war with 
the local sultan that lasted 35 years, until 1903. 

When the Japanese occupied Sumatra m 1942, 
Aceh declared itself independent When the Dutch 
tried to recolonize after World War II. Aceh resis- 
ted. 

Aceh was cool to the idea of joining newly 
independent Indonesia, and declared itself an 
independent Islamic republic in 1951. That hap- 
pened after the Indonesians made the mistake of 
trying to incorporate it into the province of North 
Sumatra. 


Only when it was designated in 1967 as a special 
region did Aceh agree to end its rebellion in 
exchange for a promises that it would have a 
‘measure of real autonomy. 

Autonomy did not materialize, but Banda Aceh, 
the provincial capital, has its own laws on culture, 
religion and education. In a country that portrays 
itself as a secular humanist state with a belief in one 
God but freedom of worship, Aceh is the most 
fervently Muslim region. 

A new independence movement emerged in the 
mid-1970s when the Aceh Merdeka (Free Aceh) 
movement began supporting armed guerrillas. It 
was believed to have been smothered years ago, but 
some officials say it has revived in recent months. . 

Ambush 

- Ambush killings that started in April are blamed 
variously on drug gangs, army deserters and 
Libyan-trained rebels. At least 26 people were 
reported slain in a three-week period. 

The killers are officially known as members of a 
“security disturbing movement,” or GPK from the 
Indonesian words Gerakan Pengacan Keamanan. 
This generic label is applied to all separatist groups, 
in an apparent attempt to detract from the serious- 
ness of rebel threats. 

In Irian Jaya, the Organ isas! Papua Merdeka 
(Free Papua Movement) has been fighting for either 


independence or a merger with Papua New Guinea 
ever since incorporation into Indonesia became 
final. 

The Dutch had promised the Irianese they would 
have independence someday, but then -president 
Sukarno pushed Indonesia’s claim to West Irian. 

Invaded 

Indonesian troops invaded in 1962 and the 
United States helped prod Indonesia and the Neth- 
erlands into negotiations under UN auspices. 

Jakarta was awarded administrative control of 
West Irian in 1963, with the understanding that a 
free election would determine the former colony’s 
status. In 1969, tribal chiefs voted unanimously to 
incorporate it into Indonesia. 

This “act of free choice” was criticized at the time 
for not being a vote of the people, but Indonesia 
argued that a consensus-gathering exercise among 
tribal leaders was more appropriate to the culture. 

Irian Jaya's people are Papuan —'ethnic Melan- 
esians whose cultural and linguistic heritage shares 
little with the rest of Indonesia's diverse ethnic 
groups, especially the dominant Javanese. 

The aimed struggle began in 1969. For the most 
part, h is conducted without modern weapons or aid 
from abroad. Diplomats and foreign missionaries 
ray the rebels have no chance of winning. , 
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Lebanon 

Economy at 
end of tether 

BEIRUT, Lebanon, (AP): After 15 years of 
civil war, Lebanon's economy is on the brink of 
collapse and officials have launched a drive for 
the massive foreign aid they say will be needed 
to rescue it. 

One of the key factors that has averted a total 
economic cave-in is Lebanon's gold reserves, 
currently estimated to be worth $3.2 billion. 

But sh rinki ng gold prices have shavpd $500 
million off their value in the last i 8 months. One 
third of the bullion at Fort Knox and the rest in 
the central bank’s underground vaults in 
Muslim west Beirut. 

The value of foreiga,currency reserves held 
by the central bank, virtually the only state 
institution that still manages to function, tum- 
bled from $1 billion in December 1989 to $650 
million now. 

That was due to heavy fighting early this year 
driving down the Lebanese pound, forcing the 
bank to sell off some reserves to prop it up and 
sharply increasing the amount of money in 
circulation. 

President Elias Hirawi has been touring 
Arab capitals recently seeking financial aid. 

Settlement 

A three-member Arab League committee, 
entrusted with finding a settlement to end the 
civQ war, launched a fund to raise $2 billion to 
help geL Lebanon's economy back on its feet. 

But Prime minister Salim A1 Hoss, an econ- 
omist and former banker, said that target, even 
if it was achieved, would barely be enough to 
“reconstruct the infrastructure” of an economy 
that was once the most flourishing in the Mid- 
dle EasL 

Lebanese economists estimate that recon- 
struction will costat least S2 1 billion. But many 
believe the final figure would be far higher. 

Lebanese are believed to hold around $30 
billion in assets outside the country. Bankers 
believe that a large chunk of that would return 
in peace is ever secured. 

Hoss and other leaders agree that the key to 
economic recovery is ending the civil war bet- 
ween Christians and Muslims in which an 
estimated 150,000 people have been killed since 
1975. 

But despite an Arab League-brokered peace 
treaty endorsed by Lebanon's Parliament last 
October and Hirawi's election to implement it, 
peace remains elusive. 

Lebanon’s national debt is estimated at $2.3 
billion, about 65 percent of the value of the gold 
reserves. 

Because of the war, the value of the Lebanese 
pound against foreign currencies has plum- 
meted. 

Before the war, the pound was 2.5 to the 
dollar. In late June it dipped as low as 690 to the 
dollar. 

All Beirut's several dozen banks openly 
speculate on the wildly fluctuating Lebanese 
money market 

They buy pounds if they believe things will 
improve, even for a little while, and dollars 
when they suspect the crisis will deteriorate. 

Millions of dollars are made this way and the 
Central B ank itself plays the market using its 
profits ■ to bankroll state spending because 
revenue has slumped to virtually nothing. 

In a country that imports at least 85 per cent 
of its basic needs, the collapse of the currency 
has pushed prices sky high. 

Precise statistics are hard to come by, but 
economists and bankers estimate that inflation 
is running at an estimated annual rate of 400 per 
cent 

The 250,000-strong General Federation of 
Labour Unions pegged unemployment at 47 
percent, with most of those employed forced to 
take second or third jobs to make ends meet. 

The unemployed have no social welfare sys- 
tem to cushion them. They have to rely on 
relatives who are working, leave the country, 
resort to crime or join a militia. 

Fierce bouts of fighting over the last 18 
months between Christians and Syrians and 
between the Christians themselves have taken a 
fearsome economic toll. 

Hundreds of factories and shops were des? 
troyed or damaged in heavy artillery battles. A 
United Nations report in June noted that fight- 
ing between rival Chirstian forces that erupted 
Jan 30 has caused damage to private property 
and the economic infrastructure estimated at 
$500 million. 

It said: “Unprecedented damage to elec- 
tricity, water ana telecommunications systems 
has directly affected 1.5 million people. ... 
Seriously affecting all social and economic 
life.” 

Economist Marwan Iskander last month 
predicted economic and social catastrophe if 
determined moves were not made 'in the next 
few months.” 

Iskander, writing in the independent An- 
Nahar daily, proposed a two-phase plan to be 
launched “within a year at the most” to salvage 
the economy. Buthestressed that “security, law 
and order are essential” if the plan is to succeed, 
Iskander urged the government to sell its 
gold reserves and “invest the income in . 
European government bonds” which he cal- 
culated would generate an income of around 
$350 million a year. 

He proposed that state spending be “limited 
to S320 million” and that the government sell 
off state-run utilities such as power plants, 
water, oil refin eris and communications sys-< 
terns to the private sector to slash government 
spending. 

Finanro Minister Ali Khalil noted that four 
years ago Parliament banned selling any 
bullion “because we feared that substituting 
gold with foreign currencies would open the 
door wide to government spending." 

Before the war, Beirut was the Middle East’s 
banking capita] . bustling with Western tycoons 
and Arab oil sh e i k hs. Somehow it continued to 
function despite civil war and the interminable 
factional feuding. 

But when the Israeli Army invaded in 1982, 
billions of dollars in Arab assets held in 
Lebanon fled to Europe. Even now, most of the 
several dozen Lebanese banks keep up to 90 per 
cent of their assets liquid. 

Revenue from customs levies collapsed when 
nnlitias took over ports as-state authority was 
erod ed. Several built their own ports. That has 
been costing the Treasury around $200 million 
a year. 

The economy has been cushioned largely by 
aid from Arab and other countriesaod the large 
amounts of money pumped into the militias by 
thar foreign backers, such as Syria, Israel 
Libya,. Iraq, Iran and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. 
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French President 

Guardian of the 


constitution 


THROUGHOUT her history, 
France tried: out a number or 
different kinds of regimes and 
finally found her equilibrium in 
_ Parliamentary Democracy. In 
"less than two centuries, she has 
lived through sixteen constitu- 
tions whose principles were 
inherited from 18th century 
philosophers. With the 5th 
republic, a semi -presidential 
kind of regime, implemented by 
General de Gaulle, has taken 
root in the institutions. 

The Executive Power . Since 
1962, the French president is 
elected for seven years by univer- 
sal suffrage. Under the previous 
- regimes, (he president's function 
was, above all. honorary, 
whereas in the 5th republic the 
president plays a leading role. 

As a Guardian of the Constitu- 
tion, he sees that the public auth- 
orities operate correctly. As head 
of the armed forces, be guaran- 
tees the integrity of the territory 
and the respect of treaties. He 
appoints the prime minister-, 
signs ordinances and decrees, 
promulgates laws and presides 
over the Cabinet. 

The president can call for a 
referendum for any bill dealing 
with the organisation of the 
public authorities. He has the 
power to dissolve the National 
Assembly. He makes appoint- 
ments to civil and military posi- 
tions. accredits ambassadors and 
directs foreign policy. In case of 
serious threat, he is able to use 
exceptional powers. In such a 
case, article 16 allows him to rule 
by decree. Parliament would 
then sit with full rights and the 
National Assembly could not be 
dissolved. 

Between 1986and 1988, there 
was a re-balancing of powers bet- 
ween a social President and a 
Prime Minister he had to choose 
in the opposition. This was a 
period of cohabitation. But since 
his re-election in 1988 and the 
formation of a government with 
a social majority, the President 
has regained all his prerogatives. 

The government at present 
consists of 14 ministers whose 
functions are incompatible with 
any parliamentary mandate. It is 
headed by the Prime Minister 
who determines and leads the 
policies of the nation- He has the 
administration and the armed 
forces at his disposal and he is 
responsible before the National 
Assembly. 

De Gaulle 

Founder 
of 5th . 
Republic 

IN SEPTEMBER 1958, by a 
referendum. France acquired a 
new constitution. The 5lb 
Republic. the Gaullian 
Republic, was born. It was the 
work of a group of men with 
different sensibilities, but it was 
deeply marked by Charles de 
Gaulle's political thought. 

In his “Memoirs of Hope.” he 
wrote: “On this subject on which 
everything depends, I have, for 
twelve years, determined the 
essential.” Twelve years was the 
time he spent champing at the bit 
in his retreat at spectacular resig- 
nation as head of the govern- 
ment, in 1946, till his return to 
state affairs, in May 1958. owing 
to the events in Algeria. 

By setting up a constitution 
made to suit him, the General 
intended to restore the authority 
of the State, which had suffered 
damage in the past few months. 
In his own words, the new con- 
stitution made the head of state 
“an arbitrator above powers and 
power connicts,” out always 
guided by the concern never Ic* 
fail the Republican spirit. For, if 
the president “arbitrates.” it is 
the Government which “deter- 
mines” and “leads” the policies 
of the Nation. 

The founding fathers worked 
non-stop in order to draw up a 
constitution from the General's 
ideas, in six months. They were 
constantly harassed by De Gau- 
lle who was anxious to have it 
applied before the end of 1958. 

The constitutional document 
established a double-headed 
hierarchy: the President of the 
Republic and the Prime Mini- 
ster. The latter was to be respon- 
sible before Parliament, which 
the head of State could dissolve. 
Article 16 gave the President full 
power to take “‘the measures 


The Legislative Power, 
Parliament is divided into two 
chambers: the National Assent* 
bly and the Senate. The former 
groups through 577 deputies, 
elected by universal suffrage for 
five years. The Senate, in which 
305 senators with a minimum age 
of 35 sit for five years and are 
renewed a third of them at a time 
every three years, is a chamber 
for reflection and proposals. As a 
last resort, in case of dis» 
agreement with the Senate, the 
assembly's decision predomin- 
ates. 

The Right to Vote, This, of 
course, is the keystone of any 
system of liberal democracy as in 
France. Suffrage, which is the 
expression of the sovereignty of 
Lhe people and which, in France, 
was established on March 5, 
1 848. is universal . It is granted to 
all French people without any 
kind of distinction. It isa free and 
secret ballot and there are. of 
course, several candidates. 

The Constitutional Council. 
The nine members of this major 
institution are selected for nine 
years, one third by the head of 
state and two thirds by the 
presidents of the two assemblies. 
Former French presidents are on 
the council by right The council 
makes sure that laws are con- 
stitutional and elections honest 
It makes its decision with 
sovereign rights if the president 
of the rebublic is prevented from 
doing so. It can only be appealed 
to by the head of state, the prime 
minister, the presidents of the 
two chambers and the deputies 
or senators when at least sixty of 
them call for it 

But there may one day be an 
innovation. In accordance with a 
wish expressed by the head of 
slate, the minister of justice 
recently presented a bill to extend 
the power to appeal to the con- 
stitutional council to ordinary 
people seeking justice. This 
reform would offer every citizen 
the possibility of himself contest- 
ing the conformity, to the con- 
stitution, of legal dispositions 
which he considers go against his 
basic rights. 

The Economic ■ and Social 
Council is made up of 230 mem- 
bers. two thirds of whom are 
appointed by professional 
organisations and one third by 
the bead of state. Itgivesits opin- 
ion on decisions to be taken on 
economic and social matters. 



De Gaulle: a man of vision 


demanded by circumstances.” in 
the case of a serious crisis. The 
constitution also gave him the 
right to make use of a referen- 
dum. The separation of powers 
was further reinforced by the 
impossibility for a parliamen- 
tarians to be a member of the 
government at ihe same time. A 
constitutional Council was 
created to control legislative 
activities. Finally, the Senate had 
its role and its prestige re-establi- 
shed. 

Among those who leaned over 
the cradle of Lhe 5th Republic 
were ihe General's loyal suppor- 
ters including his principal 
private secretary Georges Pom- 
pidou, a future president, and the 
ardent Gaullisl Michel Debre, 
Minister of State, who took a 
decisive part in drawing up the 
articles. 

In the middle ctf summer 1958, 
the preliminary draft passed 
through the hands of the 36 per- 
sonalities making up the Consul- 
tative Council most of whom 
were parliamentarians or . 
specialists in constitutional law. 
They were headed by Paul Reyn- 
aud, the former president of the 
Council. It was up to them to give 
their opinion and to amend the 
text if necessary. 

Above all. the famous article 
16 led to such contestation that' 
De Gaulle had to come and 
explain himself in front of the 
consultants. 



French President Francois Mit- 
terrand: upholding values. 


France - 
fourth 
biggest 
exporter 

FRANCE is the fourth country 
in the world for exports, after 
West Germany, the United 
States and Japan. However, she 
imports more than she exports 
and, therefore, she has a chronic 
deficit in her foreign trade. 

However, if one considers the 
extreme figures of the last ten 
years la deficit of 93 billion francs 
in 1982 and a surplus of 0.5 
billion francs in 19861, the situa- 
tion appears to beslowly improv- 
ing. In 1989. the deficit amoun- 
ted to 44 billion francs, that is to 
say 0.7 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP). 

In 1990, this trend towards 
improvement is becoming 
clearer. For the first four mon- 
ths. the average monthly deficit is 
around 1.6 billion francs, mak- 
ing it possible to predict -an 
annual deficit limited to 20 
billion francs. 

For the first time since June 
1979. in March 1990 France 
recorded a surplus in her trade 
with the E.E.C. (+53 million 
francs l. Although it is minimal, it 
could be the harbinger of a com- 
ing brighter situation. The shar- 
ply falling deficit to West Ger- 
many is. for a large part, compen- 
sated for by the positive balance 
with Great Britain. 

The strong demand from 
France's German and British 
neighbours, as well as the 
recovery of the French currency, 
are at the origin of this 
improvement. Between the first 
quarter of 1990 and the 
equivalent period in 1989. the 
franc, which rose by 9.5 per cent 
against the dollar, has improved 
its position in the European 
Monetary System. 

The positive areas, which 
bring France a surplus in her 
balance of trade, are cereals, 
wines 3nd spirits, automobiles, 
cycles and spare parts, perfumes, 
diary products, drinks alcohol 
and tobacco, aeronautics, oil- 
seeds, iron and steel products 
and pharmaceuticals. 

The negative areas, which 
keep foreign trade in the red, are 
energy in general, electronics, 
textiles and clothing, paper and 
cardboard, non-ferrous metals, 
chemical producis. coffee, cocoa 
and tropical fruit, tinned food* 
leather and shoes. 

.France's top ten suppliers are 
also her top ten customers. These 
are West Germany, Italy, Bel- 
gium/Luxembourg, the United 
States, the United Kingdom, the 
Netherlands,Spain, Japan, Swit- 
zerland and Sweden. 

The tourist industry largely 
contributes to attenuating the 
foreign trade deficit. In 1989, 
France received 43 million 
visitors who left 100 billion 
francs in receipts- For 1990. 45 
million are expected: a record! 


14th' July 1790: ‘Marriage of France with France' 

Bastille Day -when everything changed 


The Fete of the Federation 


FRANCE'S national feastday of 
14th July is often known abroad 
as “Bastille Day" in memory of 
the storming of the famous 
prison -fortress, the symbol of 
absolutism, in 1 789. 

But when, at the beginning of 
the 3rd Republic. Lhe deputies 
instituted the 14th July as the 
French National Feastday. by a 
decree on 6th July 1880 at the 
instigation of Gambeita. 
president of the Chamber, they 
were also, and above all. refer- 
ring to 14th July 1790, Lhe day 
known as the “Fete of the 
Federation." which is indeed a 
unique day in French history as it 
marks the birth of democracy in 
this country. 

One might remember that dur- 
ing the Bicentenary celebrations 
last year and particularly in Lhe 
famous parade on 14th July, 
organised by Jean-Paul Goude 
and the Bicentenary Mission, 
this Fete of the Federation was, 
above all, evoked as symbolising 
the adherence to the ideals of 
democracy. 

• Moreover, that is the full 
meaning of that sLrange word 
"Federation." In fact, in 1790. a 
phenomenon, which had never 
been seen in the whole history of 
France, came to pass. 

The Bastille had been stormed 


in July 1789 but (his fact could 
have been taken for a "revolt" 
and rot yet for a “revolution". 
However, between July 1789 and 
July 1790. everything changed, 
with (he abolishment of 
privileges on 4th August 89, the 
Declaration of rights on 26th 
August and. for the first time, the 
preparation of a Consiitution 
founded on the primacy of the 
deputies, that is to say the 
citizens, over the executive power 
(the King, ut the time) and the 
absolute" primacy of the Law 
voted by those same deputies 
representing all of the people, ft 
was thus the creation of modern 
democracy and a “state ruled by 
law." 

In order to defend these new 
principles, a general movement 
of “federation” of all citizens, 
wishing to support the new prin- 
ciples. suddenly spontaneously 
sprang up somehowai the begin- 
ning ofl 790. This union was sanc- 
tioned hy an oath. At that lime, 
the movement reached all groups 
of society (villages, guilds, 
regiments, etc.) and all the 
geographic areas of the country, 
even the most remote (including 
the Marseilles Federates whose 
rallying song become the French 
national anthem, the “Mar- 
seillaise”). 


As this movement look on the 
proportions of a tidal wave, the 
deputies decided to organise a 
huge meeting of all the “federa- 
tions” for J4th July 1790in Paris, 
and this gathering was naturally 
given the name of “Fete of the 
Federation." 

This event was a prodigious 
moment in the history of France 
as it consecrated the Fraternity 
and Faith ofa whole nation in the 
new democratic order founded 
on a “sacred” text, the Constitu- 
tion. “It was the marriage of 
France with France.” Michelet 
was to write. 

The Champs de Mars, spread- 
ing out on Lne left bank of the 
Seine (where the EitTel Tower 
stands today) served as a setting. 
Some 1.200 workmen fined out 
the area into an enormous 
amphitheatre. But it was soon 
realised that there are not enough 
of them to be able to manage the 
task and the Parisians came to 
give a hand. 

Everybody set to work with 
shovels and picks. A witness des- 
cribed the extraordinary event: 
“The courtesan and the frail 
woman fill up the wheelbarrow 
covered in garlands of flowers 
which will be pushed by a prelate, 
and abbot and a monk. A nun 
next to a dancer from the Opera. 


ihe duchess and lhe marchioness 
mingling with the fishwives. 
Magistrates and actors join for- 
ces with coalmen." To the sound 
of ha nds supporting t he workers* 
ardour. 

The big day came. Only the sun 
was not festive. A downpour fell 
on the procession of 100.000 
federates who had come from the 
Pyrenees or the depths of Brit- 
tany. They gathered together on 
ihcsite of the former Bastille, and 
reached the Champs de Mars 
over a bridge which had been 
built across the Seine in three 
days and was covered in flowers. 
As an evocation of ancient 
memories of Sparta, a battalion 
of children preceded the proces- 
sion and a group of old men 
followed it. 

In spite of the rain, people gave 
free rein to joy and enthusiasm. 
The King and the President of the 
Assem bly were installed on a dais 
in front of the Military Academy. 
The altar to the motherland rose 
in the middle of the square. 

Forty cannons fired (heir 
salutes. The musicians. 1.200 in 
all, played their violins, fifes, 
drums and trumpets. Standards 
and banners fluttered in the 
wind. The representatives of the 
legislative power and the 
executive power, symbols of the 


new-found unity of the Nation 
b> the grace of ihe Consult lion, 
were greeted with loud cheering. 

Silence fell when, with a limp- 
ing step. Talleyrand, the Lord 
Bishop of Autun. went up the 
steps of the altar to celebrate 
mass surrounded by two - other 
bishops and 200 priests wearing 
white albs and tricolour sashes. 

When the mass was over. La 
Fayeue. the commander of the 
National Guard, stepped up to 
the altar of the motherland and. 
in the name of all. uttered the 
civic oath to the Constitution. 
The rain stopped and the sky 
brightened up. The words spark- 
led. The general, the army and 
lhe deputies all together shouted: 
“1 swear." to the ovation of some 

500.000 spectators. 

Standing with his hand stret- 
ched out towards the altar, the 
King, representing the executive 
power, in turn took the oath to 
employ his power to maintain the 
Constitution. 

These were moving, fleeting 
moments, when brotherhood 
and a love of (he public well- 
being swelled hearts, and when 
the Nation, gathered together, 
greeted the birth ofa new era. one 
of democracy, that is to say of 
Freedom. 


European vocation 

Seeking a leading role 


IN THIRTY months or so, 13- 
Day will arrive for the Single 
European Market, of 340 million 
citizens whose merchandise, 
goods and services will circulate 
Freely, ignoring frontiers. 

Thirty-two years will have 
elapsed since two Frenchman, 
Jean Monnet and Robert 
Schumann laid die first stone of 
that Europe of the Future: the 
European Coal and Steel Com- 
munity, today symbolizing 
France's attachment to the con- 
struction of Europe. 

Since 1984, the Frenchman 
Jacques Delors has presided over 
the destiny of the European 
Communities Commission in 
Brussels. 

France has many assets which 
give her the vocation of playing a 
leading role in the construction 
of Europe. First of all, her 
geographical position makes her 


a crossroads between the Twelve. 
Her size is an asset too as she is by 
far the largest country in the 
EEC. She is bigger alone, than 
West Germany and Italy 
together. 

On an economic level, France 
is the sixth power in the world 
and alone represents 3 percentof 
the economic weight of the 
planet for a population which is 
only 1 percent of the world total. 

France is said to be cool and 
apprehensive at the prospect of 
the upheavals implied by the 
creation of Europe. On the con- 
trary, it appears that, on the 
whole, the French look towards 
that date with serenity. A survey, 
carried out in 1989 reveals that 69 
per cent of them are (“very" or 
"fairly") in favour of iu 61 per 
cent consider that France has 
("much” or “quite a lot") to gain 
from it. 


Important decisions were 
taken during France's 
‘ presidency of the Community, 
from June to December 1989. t 
Not only was the plan for Econ- 
omic and Monetary Union set in 
motion, but Paris made the first 
move by freeing the circulation 
of capital, from 1st January 
1990. 

On the initiative of Francois 
Mitterrand, the Twelve decided 
to better co-ordinate and inten- 
sify the fight against drugs. On 
the subject of the environment, 
they agreed, in November 1989, 
to create a European Agency 
which non EEC countries could 
join. 

The most original French 
proposal to be accepted concerns 
social Europe. “One cannot 
make a Europe of business and a 
Europe of big firms (...) without 


making a Europe of citizens". 
Francois Mitterrand had said. In 
order to give better protection to 
workers, a Community Charter 
of Social Rights, which France 
made a priority, was adopted by 
eleven of the twelve member 
countries. 

France is also at the origin of 
the Eureka project, (a kind of 
civil counterpart to the 
American Star Wars project), 
which consists in pooling the 
knowledge and know-how of 
Europe in the technological bat- 
tle. 

The High Definition Telev- 
ision project undertaken in the 
framework of Eureka is in com- 
petition with the Japanese stan- 
dard. Thus, a sector which is 
already widely penetrated by 
Japanese industry now has the 
means to lake up the offensive in 
the West. 



Jacques Deiors, president of Ihe 
European Commission. 


The challenge ofl 993 is about 
to be won. Now a political 
Europe, which it is so difficult to 
give birth to. as the points of view 
of the different partners are so 
varied, remains to be created. 


Defence rests on nuclear deterrent 



Al a time of world disarmament France's objective is fo make savingsin the military area without relaxing its 

guard. 


IN 1990, military spending in 
France amounts to nearly 231 
billion francs (an equivalent sum 
to that of 1989), which is 19 per 
cent of the national budget. 

The French services have 

540.000 men, including 250,000 
conscripts (46 per cent). There 
are 295,000 men in the army, 

95.000 in the Air Force, 65,000 in 
the Navy and 85,000 in the state 
police. 

The Constitution stipulates 
that the “President of the 
Republic islheheadorthe armed 
forces". He has the responsibility 
of “pressing the button” in the 
event of a nuclear war. He draws 
up the main lines of national 
defence. 

The defence policy and the 
major decisions are made by tbe 
Cabinet presided over by the 
head of State. The Defence 
Council is in charge of tbe gen- 
eral lines of defence, and a 
Defence Committee on which the 
chiefs of staff of the Army, Air 
Force and Navy sit. is in charge 
of the military side. 

Every year, Frenchmen aged 
20 are called up to do National 
Service. It can take three forms. 
There is a 12 month period of 
military service, or a 12 month 
period of defence (protecting the 
population), or a Service of tech- 
nical aid (development of over- 
seas departments and temtories) 
and Co-operation (in favour of 
foreign states who ask for it), 
lasting 1 6 months. 

Certain people, particularly 
students can have their service 
deferred. Thirty per cent of peo- 
ple called upescapeconscription. 
Some are dispensed, some are 
exempted and others are 
invalidated. 

French defence is independent 
and rests on the nuclear 
deterrent. Whoever attacked 
would be struck down by atomic 
fire “a permanent and siifficient 


threat to dissuade an enemy from 
his aggressive intentions'*. 

In 1966, France put an end to 
the integration of her forces in 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization. However, she has 
not left the Atlantic Alliance and 
she takes part in NATO’s man- 
oeuvres. Thus, in 1989, the 
French fleet of Toulon and the 
6th American Fleet carried out 
manoeuvres together off Cor- 
sica* 

The Organization is based on 
four systems: 

• Nuclear and Strategic Forces: 
an air force and earth missile 
units; a strategic ocean force (6 
nuclear submarines each having 
16 missiles, and a further two 
planned). 

• The tactical nuclear weapon, 
designed to operate on a bat- 


tlefield and comprising land, air 
and sea artillery units. 

• Traditional forces: land, air, 
maritime, naval airforces, and 
the state police. . 

• Overseas forces placed under 
the orders of inter-army instruc- 
tions. 

The Army F/on 2000, 
implemented in 1990-91, aims to 
give the country a more coherent 
system by simplifying the struc- 
tures. At the same time, the army 
is continuing its effort to moder- 
nize its means of nuclear 
deterrence, improving its air and 
land manoeuvre corps and bet- 
tering its capacity or projection 
in the world. 

Conscription or a professional 
army? Should one favour a 
national army, rooted in the peo- 


ple and supported by republican 
values (equality in the face of the 
“blood tax”) Or favour a corps 
of professionals having greater 
availability for operations? The 
old debate is still a topical 
subject. For the time being, cons- 
cription, established in 1798, 
abolished in 1814 and re-establi- 
shed at the end of the 19th cen- 
tury. finds favour with the 
French. 

At a time of detente and world 
disarmament, the government s 
objectiveis to make savings in the 
military area without, however, 
relaxing its guard. It is not a 
matter of cutting down the 
defence budget, but of slowing 
down its growth rate by spread- 
ing the development of certain 
programmes over a lime. 


Energy 

Alternatives 

FRANCE has no oil. but she 
does have ideas, so the saying 
goes. Bui her ideas are limited, 
environmentalists retort, as they 
reproach her for having 
sacrificed too much for nuclear 
power, giving up traditional 
sources of energy and neglecting 
substitute forms of energy. 
Could she do otherwise? 

Thanks to her considerable 
coal deposits, France remained 
just about independent in the 
area of energy until ihe 50s. But. 
with the cost of extracting coal 
becoming too high, after 1958 
she turned to oil which she 
imported at low cost. This 
remained the main source of 
energy (accounting for 65 per 
cent of consumption in 1973) 
until the oil crisis which tripled 
the price. Because of this. Fran- 
ce's balance of trade, which had. 
till then, been in credit, showed a 
deficit, and. since then, the 
balance has remained negative. 

In order to find a solution to 
this difficult situation, the gover- 
nment launched an ambitious 
plan to develop nuclear power. 
The result is that, in 1990. Fran- 
ce’s dependence in energy is fall- 
ing and industry pays less for a 
kilowatt hour than in the United 
States and other European coun- 
tries. 

In 1989. France used 209.6 
million oil-equt valent tonnes (*) 
of energy (that is to say 2.5 per 
cent of the world consumption), 
compared with 205.5 million 
tonnes in 1988. 

The production of nuclear 
energy keeps rising. In 1989, it 
accounted lor 67.9 per cent of all 
the energy produced (the highest 
rate in the world), whereas in 
1 970 it amounted to less than one 
per cent. France's production of 
nuclear energy allows her to sell 
electricity to neighbouring coun- 
tries. 
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French in the ’90s 


Gigantic tribute 

Fireworks explode around the Eiffel Tower to mark the end of a day 
dedicated to ceremonies commemorating Charles de Gaulle's clarion 
call against Nazis on June 18. 1940. in Paris. Fireworks were launched 
in five different locations in Paris at the end of a gigantic tribute 
organised by the mayor and former Prime Minister Jacques Chirac 
around the banks of the River Seine. France this year is paying tribute to 
the founder of the 5th Republic; the statesman, diplomat and visionary 
who restored the status of France as a great power. De Gaulle's wish 
was to bring the French together; everybody "has been, or will be, one 
day a Gaullist." 



A SOMEWHAT parochial 
homebocly, whaia*,* lesqae 
beret, with his long French loaf 
under his arm, is the traditional 
view of the Frenchman seen by 
the foreigner. But today, it is dif- 
ficult to find one to fit this des- 
cription. 

The new values of the French 
are reflected in the priority given 
to self-fulfilment, personal crea- 
tion, the fitness of the body and 
the development of leisure. And 
this is to the detriment of social or 

political commitment, as borne 
out by the fall in members of 
trade unions. 

The French and money: Their 
position towards the economic 
world and particularly money 
has changed considerably. In this 
old Catholic country, impreg- 
nated with rural traditions, it is 
no longer a sin to earn money. 
For sociologists, this is one of the 
major changes which have 
occurred in attitudes. If a man 
has become rich, starting from 
nothing, it is because he has 
worked hard, 69 percent of those 
questioned consider, while only 
13 per cent reproach him for not 
having always been honest. 
Thirty years ago, the opposite 
was maintained. 

The French are getting richer 
The French, following the old 
habit of the peasants that they 
were for a long time, are very 
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new values Research gets 
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A new spirit, combining leisure and adventure, is now evident 


discreet about the amount of 
their wealth. However, studies 
mflkp. it possible to establish that 
in 1 990, the average heritage of a 
family was around 600,000 
francs (380,000 in 1 980), with big 
differences according to the 
socio-professional category. 

The unprecedented suooess of 
the Popular Savings Plan (PEP), 
launched in 1989, attests that the 
French do save. They also readily 
invest in real estate (more than 

half of French families own their 
homes). And more and more of 
them are ready to risk their sav- 
ings in chancy investments: since 
the 80s, the Stock Market has 


been very popular, despite the 
1987 crash. 

The French gamble a lot on 
the Lottery, Loto, and the hor- 
ses. Some 25 million players, that 
is to say one citizen in' two. spend 
30 francs a week hoping to win 
the jackpot. 

In the home, the biggest part of 
the budget is spent on food (20 
per cent), but it is foiling con- 
siderably (26 per cent in 1970). 
Spending on the home is almost 
as high: 19 per cent compared 
with 15 J in 1970. However, the 
French spend less on clothes: 6 
per cent of their budget com- 
pared to 9.6 twenty years earlier. 


They quickly adapt to new 
machines and appliances which | 
invade their everyday world, 
according to surveys. They use 
the phone a lot: only 12 per cent 
of people still prefer to write a 
letter rather than make a phone 
call. About 20 per cent keep up a 
private correspondence of more 
than 20 letters a year. 

Every French person devotes 
between half an hour and an 
hour to reading every day. -130 
minutes are spent listening to the 
radio (more than 1,300 FM sta- 
tions). The taste for music is ris- 
ing strongly with the use of the 
“Walkman.” the car radio and 
thestunning breakthrough of the 
laser disk. Museum attendance is 
rising constantly, and theatres 
and private auditoriums are 
often mil. 

However, the French go to the 
cinema less, and yet they have 
never seen so many films, but 
they watch them at home on 
television: 95 per cent of house- 
holds have a TV set Particularly 
since the development of cable 
televis ion which brings them 
programmes from about twenty 
French, and foreign channels. 
Sales of video-cassette-recorders 
and cameras are booming. The 
success of the pay channel. Canal 
Plus, should also be stressed: 

2,700,000 subscribers in 1989. 


Education: top priority World 


RECENT surveys show that 
school is the institution in which 
the French have the most con-' 
fidence, even if schools, parents 
and teachers display their dissat- 
isfaction now and then, com- 
plaining of there being too many 
pupils to a class and calling for 
new premises and more teachers. 

It is true that numbers of 
pupils keep increasing. At the 
beginning of the last school year 
nearly 14 million students (a 
quarter of the -population) were 
received in the various establish- 
ments, and secondary schools 
flycees) had an intake of pupils 
up by 85,000 on last year. 

In 1985, barely 45 per cent of 
young people aged 18 were still 
studying. In 1990, there are 60 
per cent. The French Depart- 
ment of Education is creating 
more and more teaching posts 
with a view to having 1,250,000 
teachers in 1990. 


Education in France is -free, 
and compulsory until the age of 
16. It 'is divided into three 
periods: kindergarten from the 
ages of 3 to 6, then primary 
school till the age of 1 1. and then 
the various systems of secondary 
education leading to the bac- 
calaureat (higher secondary 
school certificate}. From 1950 to 
1967, the success rate at this 
examination was about 60 per 
cent In 1989, it beat its record 
with 75.5 per cent of pupils pass- 
ing the baccalaureat A success 
rate of 80 per cent is expected 
before the year 2,000. 

. Things are moving in French 
education. This year saw the 
application of a law Ip guide 
education in a new direction. 
Over 170,000 primary school 
children had their level assessed 
in reading, writing and arith- 
metic,' with the aim of giving 
extra tuition to those who need it. 
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The “computer plan” is being 
developed and pupils are becom- 
ing familiar with micro-com- 
puters. Student-delegate coun- 
cils are also spreading in schools. 

In addition to state education, 
there is also private schooling. It 
receives a grant from the state 
and is attended by about a quar- 
ter of school-age children. A con- 
siderable proportion of the 
French population feels attached 
to the system to the extent of 
demonstrating in the street, if 
necessary, to defend the private 
sector when it appeared to be 
. threatened. 

Higher education: A quarter of 
young people aged 20-24 con- 
tinue their studies after the bac- 
calaureat. These students, who 
number 1,200,000, go to univer- 
sity, preparatory classes for 
admission to the elite, “gnmdes 
ecofes,” of tospecialiZM 'higher 
training establishments. 


“EVERY year, France attracts 1 
millio ns of visitors to it’s Inter- 
national Fairs mostly taking place 
m Paris. The capital ofFrance had 

become a place of great reputation 

and prestige concerning the 
organisation of major trade 
exhibitions in the world. 

From fashion to space indus- 
tries as weft as agro-industries, 
machine tools, telecommunica- 
tions, interior decoration & fur- 
niture, electronics — all fields are 
wefl represented: 

Visitors from Kuwait are most 
welcome to attend and participate 
in these events. PROMO- 
SALONS (office for the promo- 
tion of international trade exhibi- 
tionsinFrapce) is at their disposed , 
to supply them with ; accurate 
information on the fair. 


WITH 3 1 5.000 people, including 

130,000 researchers, research in 
France has a great potential. The 
budget devoted to research in - 
1990 amounts to 2 .38 of the gross 
domestic product. 

Its finest show-piece is the 
National Scientific Research 
Centre (CNRS), created fifty 
years ago. Us purpose is to 
develop, direct and co-ordinate 
all kinds of research. The CN RS 
has more than 1 ,300 laboratories 
employing 27.000 researchers. 

Other big research centres 
include the National Agronomic 
Institute (INRA), the National 
Health and Medical Research 
Institute (INSERM), the 
National Telecommunications 
Studies Centre (CNET), the 
National Space Studies 
Research Centre (CNES), the 
Atomic Energy Commission 
(CEA). the Pasteur Institute 
(vaccines) and the Gustave 
Roussy and Curie Institutes 
(cancer). • ' 

The main trends in French 
research policy are aimed at: ' 

• giving value to scientific and 
technical achievements, par- 
ticularly in the areas of data- 
processing, communication, 
space and microbiology .- 

• developing research which 

will have repercussions on the 
economy and the needs of 
sdciety: energy, genetics, 

biology. 

• intensify! ng.co-operation bet- 
ween physicists, chemists and 
engineers, particularly in the 
-area of new materials. 

French research aims to be 
increasingly open to the outside 
world. The plan for modernizing 
the CNRS, implemented last 
year, provides, for example, for 
extended diversification in ways 
of working in partnership, by 
increased association with 
universities and firms, but also 
foreign countries. 

A few examples include: 

The tight against AIDS: on 
France’s initiative, a certain 
number of countries have agreed 
to setting up a network for 
exchanging information. 
Researchers at INSERM axe 
involved in collaborating with 
their opposite numbers in West 
Gfc*n^yapdGrcm^ 
ticulariy in trying to Sad anti- 
viral agents. 
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The . technological Eureka 
programme, launched. by Fran^ 
in 1985, now extends beyond the 
framework of the EEC. France is 
taking part in 1 27 projects aimed 
at designing the industrial 
products and processes of the 
nextmillemum. 

French researchers are 
involved in several world 
programmes concerning the 
environment. In 1989, the 
“Planet Earth” conference was 
held in Paris. 180 scientists of 40 
different nationalities proposed 
setting up a World Observatory 
of the Globe and launching an 
international programme for 
defending the environment. 

Polar research. With Aus- 
tralia’s agreement, France is 
going to build a permanent scien- 
tific station in -the heart of Antar- 
ctica (South Pole). Named 
“Dome C”, this base will be set 
up at an altitude of 3,000 metres, 

1,000 kilometres from the coast. 

It will enable researches to 
examine the “ice archives" by 
taking core samples several 
thousand metres deep. Scientists 
will be able to read the history of 
climates (and pollution)in them, 
over a period of 500,000 years. 
Dome C will be situated beneath 
the famous- hole in the ozone 
layer, whose development will be 
followed, more easily. 

Space. France is meeting her 
commitments within the- 
European Space Agency by 
developing the programme for 
the Anane 5 launcher, carrying 
out feasibility tests for the Her- 
mes space plane and taking part 
in the orbital infrastructure of 
Columbus. In July 1989, the 
prime minister announced the 
construction of the Spot 4 
satellite, intended for observing 
the Earth, of which it will provide 
high resolution pictures. 

The role of French biologists 
in the “Human Frontiers" 
programme should also be men- 
tioned. This is a Japanese 
initiative on the mechanisms of 
how the human brain works. It 
could have repercussions in the 
area of artificial intelligence and 
also in correcting problems of 
behaviour. 

Finally. France is taking part 
in the programing for describing 
the “Humane genome". 
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AN ARAB TIMES SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT: 

On the occasion of France's National Day 


The Budget 

Priority to solidarity, future 


THE State Budget is drawn up by 
the Government and voted every 
year by a finance law. The main 
source of revenue comes from 
taxes, with the fiscal system 
being largely based on indirect 
taxation. 

For 1990, the revenue projec- 
ted amounts to 1.127 billion 
francs, that is to say 6.8 per cent 
than in 1989. Expenditures 
amount to 1 ,2 1 8 billion francs, (a 
rise of 5.3 per cent over 1989). 
The shortfall is thus reduced 
from 100.5 billion francs to 92.2 
billion francs, that is to say 1.4 
per cent of the Gross Domestic 
Products (GDP. 

The total amount of projected 
Slate spending in 1 990 is divided 
up among* the big ministries in 
the following manner (in billions 
of francs): Ecomomy and Fin- 
ance: 297, Education: 229. 
Defence: 231. Social Affairs and 
Employment J 15: 120. Interior: 
64. Various others: 162. 

Three main objectives domin- 
ated Lhe preparation of the 1990 


Budget: reinforcing solidarity, 
overhauling the public service, 
and building Europe. Tax pres- 
sure has also been significantly 
relieved by a reduction of 16.7 
billion francs. 

In order to reduce social 
inequalities, a bigger effort is 
being made in national 
solidarity: 

•Funding, for housing very low 
income families, has gone up by 
17 per cent. 

•Financing for the Minimum 
insertion Income for people 
without any resources has been 
increased and, for 1 990, amounts 
to 7.5 billion francs. 

•The Employment budget 
provides more largely for train- 
ing young people and for the 
reinsertion of the long-term 
unemployed. 

Several other measures in the 
1990 finance law aim at greater 
social justice .with a reduction of 
Value Added Tax on refundable 
medicines, a decrease, in 


inhabited-property tax for peo- 
ple wiLh low incomes, and the 
creation of a segment of wealth 
lax. 

Public aid for the development 
of Third World countries 
amounts to 34.6 billion francs in 
1990. that is to say 0.54 per cent 
of the GDP. France thereby con- 
solidated her position as leader 
among the big industrialised 
nations in this field. 

It is also important to prepare 
the future . The amount of the 
budget allocated for this is 
greater than in 1989 and con- 
cerns three main areas. 

• Education: Here, the budget of 
227.4 billion francs is up on last 
year by 8.7 percent. It wHl.above 
all. lead to the creation of 13,540 
jobs. 

Primary and secondary educa- 
tion benefit from 200 billion 
francs to increase staffing, to give 
new value to Lhe teaching profes- 
sion and to boost pedagogy and 
guidance. 


The higher education budget, 
for its part, is characterised by a 
9.5 per cent increase. 

• Research. With 45-3 billion 
francs, the civil research and 
development budget benefits 
from an increase of 7 per cent. 
Three kinds of action can thus be 
pursued: 

•The development of public 
research: with the creation of 600 
jobs, including 286 research, par- 
ticularly devoted to work on 
Aids; with the granting of extra 
means for industrial research in 
order to give a boost to big tech- 
nological projects; and for Lhe 
continuation of Space program- 
mes. for instance the Ariane 
rockets. 

•Culture. The budget for Cul- 
tureand Communications ( 10.46 
billion francs) has been increased 
by 7.6 per cent. The amount 
allocated for Big Building 
Projects will, in particular, fin- 
ance the second stage of the 
Grand Louvre as well as the 
preliminary studies and early 


Co-operation 

Opening up to 
Eastern Europe 


A feeling of solidarity, but also 
well-understood interest have 
led France to promote a strong 
policy of co-operation and aid 
for development in Third World 
countries. In 1990, she is devot- 
ing 0.54 of her gross domestic 
product to it and she intends to 
increase it to 0.7 per cent (the 
average contribution of indus- 
trialised countries is around 0.36 
percent). 

The French became aware of 
the widening gap between poor 
and rich countries very early on. 
Life expectancy,, which is 78 
years in France, is less than 40 in 
Guinea or in Sierra Leone. I □ our 
western countries, a hectare of 
land yields 12 tonnes of maize, . 
but only 800 kilos in the Sahel. 

From Africa to the Caribbean 
and including the Indian Ocean, 
the country of Pasteur and 
Schoelcher (a deputy who was at 
the origin of the definitive aboli- 
shment of slavery in 1848) 
increases her intervention to 
lighten the burden weighing on 
the underprivileged. The roost 
spectacular act was the wiping 
out of the debt of 35 poor coun- 
tries. announced by President 
Mitterrand in 1989." Because of. 
the links established during the 
period of colonisation, France 
feels a particular duty towards 
Africa. She comes lop among 
donors to sub-Saharan Africa 


and in second place for the whole 
of the continent. 

In the framework of Europe, 
France was president of the 
European Community last year 
when the latter granted 85 billion 
francs to developing countries. 
Moreover.! she continues her 
action to help refugees, for ins- 
tance by undertaking, at the 
Geneva conference in 1988. Lo 
receive 4,400 Vietnamese. 

In about sixty countries, 
France has 9,000 co-operation 
workers, teachers and tech- 
nicians: specialists in agriculture 
and tropical forestry, irrigation, 
stock-farming, pest control, etc. 
She is also in charge of the 600 
people of the Association Fran- 
caise des Volontaires dii Progres 
(French Association of Volun- 
teers of Progress) which takes 
part in an important programme 
of European development. 

Teaching holds a choice posi- 
tion in Cultural and Technical 
Co-operation. More than 8,000 
teachers have some 162.000 
pupils in 350 French schools 
abroad. In addition to these, 
there is the big network of the 
Alliance Francaise and the 160 
institutes and cultural centres. 
French language radio and telev- 
ision, news picture agencies, art- 
istic exchanges, exhibitions, etc. 
are all used to spread French 
culture. 



In addition to permanent ass- 
istance, emergency aid plays a 
large part in France's human- 
itarian activities. In 1989, France 
helped by providing material aid, 
provisions, medicine and rescue 
teams either directly or through 
non-government organisations 
such as “Mededns du Monde" 
(Doctors -of the World) or 
“Medecins sans Frontieres” 
( Doctors across Borders). 

The co-operation takes 
various forms: an anti-menin- 
gitis campaign to stem an 
epidemic in Ethiopia and in 
Benin; help with supplies and 
intervention by the Paris Civil 
Protection squad when there 
were floods in Burundi and 
Djibouti; an air-bridge to 
repatriate 100,000 victims of the 
conflict between Senega! and 
Mauritania; provision of emer- 
gency material after an earth- 
quake in Algeria and tents in 
N iger to help cope wi th the influx 
of Touaregs. etc. 


Without prejudicing the 
action already undertaken to 
help Third World countries, as a 
result of the changes in Eastern 
Europe Paris had to mobilise 
new means to help those coun- 
tries. 

The main lines of co-opera tion 
with Eastern Europe have been 
drawn up. France intends to play 
an active role in introducing a 
market economy there. Jacques 
Attali, President Mitterrand’s 
special adviser has thus been 
appointed head of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. 

France intervenes when it 
comes to distributing European 
food and agricultural aid to 
Poland and to Hungary. She 
trains executives for the econ- 
omy and industry of countries 
which have rejected the com- 
munist regime. She creates 
grants for their students and sets 
up French or mixed firms par- 
ticularly in East Germany and in 
Czechoslovakia. 


work on the Bibliotheque de 
France f French Library). Cul- 
tural action is directed in five 
areas: protecting and enriching 
the heritage, aiding museums, 
Qfiering support for creation and 
the worm of entertainment, 
theatre, cinema, ballet, etc. mak- 
ing more funds available for Lhe 
development of the cultural 
environment and for teaching in 
artistic fields. 

Finally, the financial means 
allocated lo the public sector of 
the audiovisual area have been 
considerably increased ( + 6.6 
percent). 

Three other key figures: 
•GDP: 6,350.7 billion francs. 
•Total GDP growth in 1990: 
5.5 per cent. 

•Projected consumer price 
index (inflation) for 1990: + 2.5 
percent. 

{*) The Gross Domestic 
Product is the total wealth gen- 
erated by all the national econ- 
omic agents. 

Helping 
to build 
the world 

WITH Ferdinand de Lesseps 
digging the Suez Canal and the 
Panama Canal, Gustave Eiffel 
throwing the first metal bridge 
over the Douro in Portugal. Le 
Corbusier building Chandigarh 
in India, etc., there is a long list of 
builders who have left the mark 
of a French work- all over the 
world, a tradition which is still 
respected. 

Here are a few examples of big 
building projects carried out by 
French firms all over the world: 

The Mosque in Casablanca . It 
was ordered from the architect 
Michel Pinseau and the 
Bouygues firm of builders, by 
King Hassan II of Morocco, 
commander of the faithful. It was 
completed in 1989 and has been 
built on the sea of the extreme 
westofthelslamicworld.lt is the , 
highest religious building in the 
world. The spire of its 200-metre 
high minaret rises above the 
water. The prayer room can hold 

35.000 people and a further 

80.000 can be comfortably 
accommodated in the forecourt. 

Some 750 kilometres of 
pipelines are being installed in 
Colombia by the SAE and Spie- 
Batignolles firms. It is a very 
complex piece of work, crossing 
the Cordillera of the Andes at an 
alLitude of 3.000 metres and end- 
ing at Covenas on the Pacific, an 
achievement worthy of the Guin- 
ness Book of Records. 

The highest day in Africa , The 
Turkwell dam, in north-west 
Kenya, is nearing completion at 
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The new finance ministry building 




Pacific Place, Hong Kong, under construction. 


the foot of Mount Elgon (4.130 
metres), in the Rift Valley. It is 
the work of the Spie-BaUgnolles 
company. This hydroelectric 
complex will increase the coun- 
try's energy resources by 20 per 
cent. 

Thp Cathedral of Yamas- 
soukrd -in * the Ivory Coaisi .was 
inaugurated at the end of 1989. 
Several French firms, including 
Dumez, one of the top building 
and public works companies, 
took part in this fabulous con- 
struction, a replica of Saint 
Peter's in Rome, standing bet- 
ween the savannah and a lagoon . 
It was built in three years (while 
the basilica in the Vatican took a 
century). About 2,000 people 
from 25 different trades worked 
on the site. Some were skilled in 
the most advanced high tech- 
nologies, while others used the 
gestures of cathedral builders 
from the Middle Ages. 

At the beginning of 1990, the 
group formed by Bouygues- 


Momeocol and Debe completed 
the 137 kilometre railv link from 
Ramdan to Djamel and El Milia 
in Algeria. For seven years, it 
mobilised an extraordinary 
mechanised armada. 23,300.000 
M 3 of earth and marl had to be 
removed at the cost of unexpec- 
ted difficulties underground, 
particularly when ilcame to buil- 
ding a 900-tnelre long tunnel and 
carrying out 65 pieces of con- 
struction work. 

The brand new Cairo Metro , 
which is one of the most modern 
in the world, is a one hundred per 
cent French achievement. Three 
years ago, Cairo was still one of 
the most congested cities on 
Earth with an incredible amount 
of traffic. Today, over half a 
million travellers take the Metro 
every day and the city of Saladin 
can breathe again. 

This fine creation is the work 
of a consortium of 17 French 
firms, headed by a subsidiary of 
the Paris Transport Company 
(RATP). 
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Population 

Birth-rate 

exigence 

THERE are 56 million French 
people today, that is to say 6 
million more than 20 years ago. 
France has 1 per cent oil he world 
population and 17 per cent of 
that of the European Commun- 
ity. Three of her neighbours have 
a greater population than 
France: West Germany (61 
million). Italy and the United 
Kingdom (57 million). 

From the middle of the I^lh 
century, a certain fall in the 
demography cun be noted. The 
fertility index (1.9 babies per 
woman of child-bearing age), is 

insufficient to ensure a renewal 

of generations. "The birth-rate is 
becoming a priority and a 
national exigence", the French 
Minister of Finance. Pierre 
Beregovoy, recently declared. 

Attempts to reverse the trend 
are being taken with the 
introduction of numerous 
measures to favour births. 

At the same lime, there is a 
considerable ageing of the 
population as a result of a big fall 
in the death-rate (10 per 
thousand), one of the lowest in 
the world. Thanks to medical 
progress, the average longevity 
for men is 72.3 years and 80. 6 
years for women. In 2020. the 
country will have one citizen 
aged over 60 for every two aged 
between 20 and 60. 

For a tong lime, the surplus 
among immigrants compensated 
for the fail in the birth rate. but. 
since the 70s. it has been growing 
closer to zero rate. After thirty 
years of prosperity, difficulties 
are cropping up on the labour 
market, compelling the govern- 
ments to take measures to put an 
end to illegal immigration. 

The foreign population num- 
bers 4.4 million people, that is to 
say 8 percent of the total popula- 
tion. In France, a traditionally 
welcoming country, it is 
estimated that one citizen in 
three has his roots abroad. Few 
French people leave the country: 

1.500.000 French people live 
abroad. 

Seventy per cent of the 
immigrant population is made 
up of six nationalities: Por- 
tuguese (850.000). Algerian 

(725.000) , Moroccan (560,000). 
Italian (380.000) Spanish 

(350.000) and Tunisian 

(225.000) . 

The French territory is spar- 
sely populated with 102 
inhabitants per square kilometre 
(the EEC average is 160 
inhabitants to the Km). The 
geographical distribution is very 
unequal. In 50 years, the French 
have become city dwellers: 75 per 
cen t of them live in towns of over 

2.000 inhabitants. Three con- 
glomerations have over a million 
people: Paris. Lyonsand Marsei- 
lles. Thirty-six cities have more 
than 100.000 inhabitants. And 
the phenomenon is growing, par- 
ticularly in the Paris area whose 
capital suflers from overswell- 
ing. despite eftbris at decen- 
tralization. 
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Combine US broadcasts: The us 

Information Agency has recommended that the 
US government's radio, television and film 
service operations be consolidated under the 
Voice of America as a unified broadcasting 
group. 

The proposed reorganisation would combine 
the government's satellite television and film 
service. Radio Marti, TV Marti under the direc- 
tion of VOA chief Richard W. Carlson. 

The move would“better position theagency" 
lobe more effective in a rapidly changing world, 
said USIA director Bruce Getb in a statement 
Thursday. (AP). 

m 9 m 

On-the-job seat belt use: Thirty-five 

million US workers who drive on the job will 
have to wear seat belts under a regulation 
announced by Labour Secretary Elizabeth 
Dole. Even business people riding in taxis will 
have to buckle up. 

The US Chamber of Commerce said the rule 
had the potential of being "regulatory over- 
kill" The American Federation of Labour- 
Council of Industrial Organisations, the largest 
US labour alliance, said it didn't go far enough. 
(AP) * 

• * * 

Hobble blueprints reversed: The 

company that built faulty mirrors on the Hob- 
ble space telescope also gave a subcontractor 
reversed drawings for Hubble guidance parts in 
1982, government documents show. 

The backward blueprints drawn by prime 
contractor Perkin-Elmer Corp. forced the com- 
pany in 1981-82 to pay the subcontractor to 
rebuild a Hubble tower assembly part used to 
aim the telescope. (AP) 


Atlantis tank testing: Nasa officials 
hoped to locate a hydrogen leak in Atlantis’ fuel 
system by partly filling tbc shuttle's external 
tank on Friday, the second such test for the 
grounded spacecraft. 

Extra sensors have been placed next to valves. 


hags covering the components. The contents of 
the bags will be analyzed in an attempt to 


pinpoint the leak. 


Nasa gets tough: For nearly 30 years, the 
US space agency looked the other way when its 
high-spirited astronauts tested the rules of 
behaviour that governed their lives. But that's 
all changing now. 

This week, the space agency departed from 
tradition and suspended two veteran shuttle 
commanders over their conduct. For Navy 
Cmdr Robert L. Gibson and Navy Capt. David 
M. Walker, both in their mid-40s, the suspen- 
sions might signal the end of their astronaut 
careers. (AP) 

* * * 

Defence spending: The influential Sen- 
ate Armed Services Committee early Friday 
approved a $289- billion defence bill that cuts 
troop strength in Europe by 50,000, congres- 
sional sources said. 

In a session that began early Thursday and 
ended shortly after 1 am (0500 GMT) Friday, 
the committee agreed to an overall budget that 
is $18 billion less than President George Bush 
proposed in January. (AP) 

• * * 

Drive to cut defence spending: 

Charging that the United States spends 
$570,000 a minute on defence despite the 
reduced Soviet threat, a coalition of national 
groups opened a drive on Wednesday to cut the 
US military budget in half by the year 2000. 

The campaign will feature radio broadcasts 
and other pressure at the grassroots level to 
slash annual Pentagon spending from its 
current $304 billion to S 1 52 billion at the turn of 
the century. (Reuter) 

* * * 

Death row inmate executed: a man 

convicted of abducting and killing a woman in 
1976 was executed in the electric chair early 
Friday after failing in his last two attempts to get 
a reprieve. 

Wallace Norrell Thomas died shortly after 
midnight (0400 GMT), hours after the US 
Supreme Court rejected his plea for a stay of 
execution. (AP) 

* » * 

MTV music video awards: Pop 

superstar Madonna will compete with Irish 
newcomer Sinead O'Connor for top honours 
when the 1990 MTV music video awards are 
announced in September. _ 
Nominations were announced Tuesday and 
in tbecategory ofbest video oftbe year. Madon- 
na's “Vogue” goes against O'Connor's “Noth- 
ing Compares To U," Don Henley's The End 
of the Innocence" and Aerosxnich's ‘Janie's Got 
A Gun." 

For best male video the nominees are BQly 
Idol's “Cradle of Love." Henley's “The En 
Thermo, Pec Hammer’s "U Can't Touch This” 

and Michael Perm’s “No Myth.” (UP!) 

* * • 

* 

Radio host suspended,: a radio talk 
show host has been suspended for barring black 
listeners from calling bis show. He and the 
station also apologised to listeners. 

Host Tun Lennox said Thursday he was upset 
because a black man had broken into a station 
employee's car and stolen her purse. He told his 
listeners about the theft during his two-hour 
show Wednesday, then stopped blacks from 
calling. (AP) ... 

New York chosen: The US Democratic 
Party on Wednesday selected New York City as 
the venue for its 1992 presidential nominating 
convention. 

The formal announcement by Democratic 
National Chairman Ron Brown bad been 
expected and confirmed reports that New York 
had beaten out New Orleans to host the conven- 
tion. which brings publicity and business to the 
host city. (Reuter) 

* * V 

Vote against women ordination: 

The rulingbody of the Seventh-Day Adventist 
church voted Wednesday against allowing the 
ordination of women. 

Delegates to the church's 55th world con- 
ference voted along geographical lines, 1,173- 
377. to accept a commission’s report that 
ordaining women would be disruptive to the 
world church and should not be allowed. ( AP) 

* * * 

Bioremediation advocated: ou-eai- 
ing microbes let loose on the Mega Borg oil spill 
in the •Gulf of Mexico last month reduced the 
size of the slick significantly, raising hopes the 
technique will become the first line of defence in 
future spills, authorities said Thursday. (UPI) 

US may lose FAO vote: Duetoa dash 

expected between the US and the United 
Nations Food Organisation, the US next year 
..may lose its vote, a senior State Department 
' official said Thursday. 

John Bolton, assistant secretary of state for 
UN affairs, said, “The FAO (UN Food and 
Agricultural Organisation) is the only agency 
that has not accepted consensus-based budget- 
ing.” 

Bolton, in comments to the New York Times, 
referred to a congressional amendment now in 
force. (Kuna) 
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Bush praises Dimitrios 


US President George Bush (shown right) on 
Thursday welcomed Patriarch Dimitrios 
(shown left), the spiritual leader of orthodox 
Christians, to the White House and thanked him 
for helping sustain the faith of people in Easfem 
Europe 

“The world rejoices that the new freedoms of 
the past year mean that your orthodox followers 
in so many lands are now once again able to 
follow freely and openly the road of holy light.” 
Bush later told Dimitrios in remarks at a ban- 
quet of the Greek Orthodox Biennial Clergy- 
Laity Congress. 

“We celebrate the dawn of hope for these 
people, particularly those for whom you speak 
in Eastern Europe.” Bush said in reference to 
the democratic reforms in Eastern Europe over 
the last year 

He praised Dimitrios for “unflinching devotion 
to the passing on of clear moral valuesand your 
emphasis on (he importance of a good educa- 
tion." 

Bush also praised the orthodox community 
for “deeply-rooted spiritual beliefs as well as the 
richness of your cultural, fife.” (Reuter wire- 
photo) 

Cocaine collapse 

Friends covered 
for Barry: witness 

WASHINTON. July 13. (AP): Marion 
Barry collapsed from a cocaine overdose 
during 1987 trip to the Super Bowl and 
friends helped cover up the cause of his 
medical treatment, a lawyer testified at tbc 
mayor's drug and perjury trial. 

Lloyd Moore, who also described using 
drugs with the mayor, said Wednesday he 
learned of the cocaine overdose in January 
1987 in a telephone conversation with a 
friend of Barry's. 

The friend. Jeffrey Mitchell, was in Los 
Angeles with the mayor at the time. 

Mitchell "indicated that they bad 
smoked... cocaine laced with something,” 
Moore said of the phone call. 

Barry was “very sick.,, they thought he 
was going to die." Moore said Mitchell told 
him. 

Moore wasthe sixth prosecution witness 
to describe using drugs three-term mayor. 

Barry is facing 10 counts of cocaine pos- 
session. one count of conspiracy and three 
counts of lying to a grand jury about his 
alleged involmcnt with drugs. 

Prosecutors are using the testimony of 
Moore, who was appointed by Barey to the 
city boxing and arts commissions, to sup- 
port a charge that Barry conspired to con- 
ceal his cocaine use. 


UFO 

French probe 

ROUEN. France. July l3, (Reuter): Police 
and scientists are examining a strange dish- 
like hole in a cornfield in western France 
amid suggestions it could have been caused 
by an Unidentified Flying Object. 

Police said on Wednesday they bad called 
in government-paid UFO experts to look at 
a 10 metre (30 foot) wide conically-shaped 
hple that appeared in a field last weekend 
after farmers reported bearing a loud thud. 

There' was no trace of fire but part of the 
field appeared to have been flattened by a 
blast. 

Colonel WiJfried de Brouwer said the 
UFO performed movements which no exist- 
ing airplane was capable of making. 



Marijuana seized 


Narcotics Bureau officers arrested five men 
Thursday in Hong Kong and seized 980 
kilogrammes (2.156 pounds) of manjuana 
worth 58 million Hong Kong dollars (S7.4 million 
US), Hong Kong's biggest seizure of marijuana 
ever, police reported. 

Police said the men were arrested when t*ey 
tried to pick up 1 5 sacks of mariiuana at a pier in 
the fishing village of Aberdeen early Thursday. 

They said another 34 sacks containing 
marijuana were found on a beach nearby. 

The drugs were shipped ro Hong Kong from 
Thailand aboard a fishing trawler, police said. 

They said the men. whose names were not 
disclosed, were assisting police with their inves- 
tigations. 

■ Police Narcotics Officer Yip Kwok Keung 
Inspects part of a seizure of cannabis thought 
to be the biggest consignment ever in the British 
colony. 


Dark matter 


Galaxy hidden 
by dust: study 

NEW YORK, July 13, (AP): Part or the 
universe's mysterious, elusive “dark mat- 
ter” may be just ordinary stars hidden by 
dust, a study suggests. 

The study concludes that spiral-shaped 
galaxies contain far more light-blocking 
dust than scientists had thought. 

If that is true, it weakens oik line of 
evidence for the existene of unseen mass 
called dark matter. But it does not address 
other arguments for the matter’s existence, 
scientists said. 

Dark matter is thought to exist because 
visible objects can accountfor only about 10 
percent ofthe mass detected in the uni verse. 

Oik line of evidence is that the rotation of 
spiral galaxies appears to reflect the 
gravitational tug of unseen objects. The new 
study suggests that at least part or this 
gravitational poll may actually come from 
undetected stars hiddaa by dust in the galax- 
ies. 

The work was presented in Thursday's 
issue of the British Journal Nature by Edwin 
Valeo tijn of the European Southern 
Observatory and the Kapteyn Astron- 
omical Institute in the Netherlands. 

Valentijn analysed the brightness of9381 
galaxies, and concluded that major pans of 
many spiral galaxies are opaque. “In many 
cases, perhaps only the outer layer of stars is 
observable," he wrote. 

The work “looks like a careful analysis 
u«ng new data.” commented astrophysicist 
Jeremiah Ostriker of Princeton University 
professor of physics and astronomy who 
studies brightness of galaxies, said the result 
must be checked in further studies. But it fits 
previous evidence from satellite observa- 
tions, she said. 



Thatcher's ‘seat 1 may go: British 

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s 
parliamentary seat ofFinchley, North London, 
could disappear in tbe review of constituency 
boundaries, it was reported here Thursday. 

The review is due to begin next year for 
completion after the next general election, 
expected in two years’ time. 

However, the British media believed that the 
conservatives could gain 15-25 seats through 
the chan ges. 

An analysis of population changes, conduc- 
ted by a British firm, suggested that Finchley 
should be merged with a neighbouring con- 
stituency because of the falling number of Lon- 
don voters. 

Tbe constituency is inhabited by a Jewish 
majority and Thatcher is the head of the pro- 
Zionist group there, the Conservative Friends 
of Israel. (Kuna) 

* * * 

Protestors win appeals: Two anti- 
nuclear protesters at tbe Greenham Common 
US cruise missile base won appeals of criminal 
trespass convictions Thursday, and lawyers 
said hundreds of fellow demonstrators could be 
acquitted. ‘ • •• 

The House of Lords, Britain's highest court 
of appeals, quashed the convictions of the two 
protestors. Jean’ Hutchinson and Georgina 
Smith, for trespassing on the base, 50 miles (80 
kilometres) west of London, in June 1986. 

Five law lords unanimously found invalid the 
Ministry of Defence bylaws under which the 
women were convicted by Newbury Magis- 
trates Court in July of that year. 

The lords said the bylaws were invalid 
because they denied people established rights of 
use of Greenhorn's public land. (AP) 

* * • 

Televised debates: British parliamen- 
tarians, liking what they see of themselves on 
television, said on Wednesday that an 
experiment to televise debates in the House of 
Commons should be made permanent. 

A parliamentary committee said the 
introduction of cameras into tbe House last 
November had not increased rowdiness as had 
been feared and was a success with viewers. 

The House is expected to vote on tbe recom- 
mendation in two weeks. 

Prune Minister's question time, which twice a 
week features Margaret Thatcher in robust 
exchanges with opposition leader Ned Kin- 
nock. became a hit with millions of viewers in 
.Britain and abroad. (Reuter) 

mmm 

Author cleared of murder: one of 

Greece's best-known writers wasdeared Thurs- 
day of murdering a fellow writer. 

In a retrial, Athanasrios Nasioutzik. 68, a 
former President of Greece’s Writers* Union, 
was found innocent of murdering Athanassios 
Diamantopoulos, 73, by four votes to three on 
grounds that bis guilt was not proved. Tbe court 
comprised three judges and four jurors. 

Nasioutzik. who has written extensively on 
humanism and the theoiy of science, was sen- . 
traced to life imprisonment in April 1986. He 
was found guilty of killing Diamantopoulos 
with 97 hammer blows to the head in 1984. 

“I always believed in my innocence,” 
Nasioutzik, a frail man, suffering the tremors by 
Parkinson's disease, said after the verdict Thur- 
sday. “Now I can get back to my writing.” (AP) 

* • * 

Computer virus chaos: Small busines- 
ses were bracing themselves Friday for an out- 
break of computer chaos from rogue viruses in 
London, reports said. 

As Friday the 13th dawned, software trouble- 
shooters were ready to fight to save corporate 
data from being wiped out by computer hack- 
ers. 

Viruses introduced in a system can lie dor- 
mant for months awaiting a trigger to activate 
the programme’s destructive force, according 
to experts. 

Small businessmen were more likely to lose 
their livelihood if they lose their system. “They 
are more likely to get their software from a 
dubious source, so they need to be extra 
careful,” said computer specialist Susan Dings- 
dale. (Kuna) 

m m m 

Jewel thieves: Two men held up a fashion- 
able Paris jewellery store Thursday and walked 
away with carings and watches with an 
estimated value of 12 million francs ($2.1 
million), the store's director said. 

The two men. beEeved-to be in their 30s and 
speaking Arabic, entered the “Queen Gallery” 
next to Cartier on fashionable A venae Mon- 
taigne in mid-morning when there were no 
diems in the store. 

Tbe store's director, who requested anon- 
ymity, said the two men forced her to open cases . 
containing diamond, saphire and ruby carings. ■ 
She added that major prices we re on exhibition 
because the store's four representatives in Japan 
are in Paris. 

• * • 

Journalists test museum security: 

Two journalists stole a drawing by Jean- 
Auguste Ingres from a museum in southern 
France to test security there, the reporters' new- 
spaper said Wednesday. (AP) 



Mongolian festival 


Mongolian horsemen dressed in their traditional costumes gallop around the stadium on Thursday in Ulan Bator, during opening ceremonies ol the two- 

day-long National Festival. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Debate of treasure ownership goes on 


NORFOLK.. Virginia, July 13, (AP): A group 
of explorers has returned to court to defend 
their claim to an estimated $1 billion in sunken 
treasure found in a shipwreck off the Atlantic- 
coast 

The Columbus America discovery group 
found the wreck of the SS Central America in 
1987 about 160 miles (250 kilometres) off 
Charleston, South Carolina, in water 1 1-2 (2,4 
kilometres) miles deep. The ship, carrying an 
estimated three tons (2.7 metric tons) of gold 
from the California gold fields, had sunk in a 
storm in 1857. 

Nine insurance companies. New York's 
Columbia University, two treasure hunters and 
an order of Roman Catholic monks also claim 
the gold belongs to diem. 

The insurance companies represent 39 under- 
writers who paid Oft on the wreck. Columiba 
says it is due a share because data from its 1984 


60 boat people go back: Sixty Viet- 
namese boatpeople who fled their homeland 
seeking a better life in the West wQI return 
voluntarily to Vietnam Sunday after being 
promised financial incentives under the. 
United Nations repatriation programme. 

A total of 107 boatpeople have returned to 
Vietnam voluntarily from Malaysia but the 


sonar survey of the Area was used to locate the 
wreck. 

Treasure hunters Harry G. John, heir to the 
Miller Brewing Co. Fortune, and Jack Grimm, 
a Texas oilman who found the wreck of the 
Titanic, paid Columbia $300,000 to do the 
survey. John later , assigned his stake in die 
Columbia data to the province of St Joseph of 
the Capuchin order ofmonks in Detroit- 

Two weeks before the trial opened in early 
April, John bought his stake back from the 
monks for $10. He and Griinm later agreed to 
evenly split with the order whatever they 
recovered. 

The April trial over the ownership of the 
cargo of. the SS Central America featured ten 
days of testimony before the parties submitted 
briefs to the US district judge Richard Kellam. 

Columbus America attorneys said the 
insurance companies had abandoned the wreck 


Thud World country still i 
solution to the 20,000 others 
camps. (UPI) 


lling fo r a 
in hokfieg 


Voluntary repatriation: More than 
100 Vietnamese are expected to return to their 
homeland in the first voluntary reparation of 
Vietnamese refugees from Thailand since 1975. 
a United Nations official said Friday. 

An official of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees said 113 refugees from the Pfaanat 
Nikhom refugee camp had volunteered to 
return to Vietnam and would be interviewed by 
Vietnamese immigration officials in Thailand 
early next week. 

The official, who spoke on condition ofanon- 
ynrity. said he expected tbe refugees to return to 
Vietnam within one or two months. (AP) 

m m m 

Refugee screening in Hong Kong 

flawed: Vietnamese asylum-seekers should 
not be sent back from Hong Kong because tbe 
British colony’s screen ing process for refugees 
still has significant flaws. Amnesty Inter- 
national said Friday. 

The international human rights organisation 
said there have been some positive develop- 
ments m tbe screening process over tbe last szx 
months. 

But it said sufficient safeguards are stQl not in 
place to ensure that refugees who at risk of 
having their human rights violated are not 
returned to Vietnam. ( AP) 

• 9m m 

Disagreement on repatriation: An 

in Cernaoonal conference to discuss the future of 
Vietnamese boat people has been postponed in a 
continued disagreement over repatriation of 
non- refugees. 

Raymond Hall, spokesman for the office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, said Wednesday that no new dale has 
been set for tbe conference, which had been 
scheduled for July 16-17. 

Hall called the delay “very dangerous” and 
said risks were growing that countries near 
Vietnam would refuse to allow boat people to 
land on their shores. About 1 12,000 boat people 
currently are in Southeast Asian refugee camps, 
be said. 

Japan protests: The Soviet Union rook a 
slap at Japan Friday, sending 169 Japanese 
fishermen who were caught poaching salmon in 
Soviet waters to Communist North Korea, 
many against their will and the request of the 


‘Cowboy’ Kaifu 


A traditional-style painter of Japanese 
kimono dress material and T-shirts, does a 
caricature of Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu 
in a cowboy hat during his attendance at 
Ihe Group of Seven summit in Houston for 
a customer outside her workshop in 
T okyo. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Japanese government. 

The fishermen were aboard 12 ships that had 
apparently been leased illegally to North Korea 
along with their crews by a Japanese company. 

Japan, which had requested that its citizens 
be allowed to return directly to Japan, 
immediately protested to tbe Soviets. 

9 m m 

Rebels repel attack: Cambodian resis- 
tance forces attacked a province capital and 
halted a drive by government troops to recap- 
ture rebel-held towns in fighting last week that 
IriUed 150 government soldiers, Khmer Rouge 
radio said Thursday. 

The radio of the Chinese-backed guerrilla 
group also reported that Gen Tie B»nh, the 
defence minister of the Vietnamese-installed 
government, has been arrested for illegal finan- 
cial activities and is being held under guard in a 
Vietnamese hospital. (UPI) 

• * « 

Cambodian minis ter detained: 

Khmer Rouge guerrilla radio claimed Thurs- 
day that Tie Banh, defence minister in Caxn- 



fot 1 32 years and were now trying to cash in on 
someone clsc's labour. Lawyer Richard Robol 
said the gold could be worth $1 billion. He said 
there was no evidence the companies hud ever 
paid off on the policies, and said they hud no 
inventory of insured items. 

“There was no proof that they arc the iden- 
tified owners of identified property." he said. 

The insurance companies denied they aban- 
doned the wreck. Attorneys said salvage opera- 
tions were launched aseariy as 1 858. but efforts 
were unsuccessful because the technology was 
notavailable to recover cargo from deep water. 

The companies said newspaper accounts of 
the time clearly show the claims were paid. 
Columbus America countered that the 
accounts arecontradiciory. misleading and per- 
haps false. The group has demanded the com- 
panies produce precise business records of the 
claims and payoffs. 


bodia's Pro-Hanoi government, was under 
guard in a Vietnamese hospital. 

__ The report ooukl not be independently con- 
firmed and analysts say Khmer Rouge radio 
reports cannot always be considered reliable 
sources of information. The report was mon- 
itored in Bangkok. 

Roland Eng, spokesman for the guerrilla 
faction loyal to Cambodian Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, claimed He Banh was under house 
arrest, bnt said details were sketchy. (AP) 

Pro-democracy quiz: Chinese high 
school seniors taking this year’s college entry 
examination freed a new series of questions on 
last year’s pro-democracy protests, an official 
report said. 

Students were asked to “analyse the reasons, 
essence and lessons chat should be drawn from 
last year's turmoil and rebellion,'’ said the Tues- 
day edition of the Yangcheng Evening News of 
Canton, seen in Beijing on Wednesday. 

• • * 

Japanese good-will mission: The 

Japanese Socialist Party on Friday said it is 
sending a good-will mission to North Korea in a 
bid to unprove relations between Tokyo and 
PyongYang. 

The party’s Vice-Chairman Wataru Kubo 
said a six-member d e l e ga t ion would head for 
North Korea on July 19 at the invitation of tbe 
Korean Labour Party. 

I Relations between tbe two countries soured 

in 1985 following the detention of five Japanese 
by North Korean authorities ou charges of 
spying. (Kuna) 


Malaysia opposes US bases: 

Malaysia today reiterated its stand chat it is 
opposed to any plan by Singapore to allow the 
United States to establish military bases in the 
republic. 

Deputy Prime Minister Ghafar Baba said 
Malaysia would not oppose Singapore’s inten- 
tion to allow US troops to use the republic's 
facilities for service and maintenance. 

He wascommentingpn negotiations between 
the United Stales and Singapore on the matter. 
(Kona) 


I 


Caribbean earthquake: a moderate 
earthquake in the Caribbean shook Maritin- 
ique and the Windward Islands Thursday 
night, but there were no immediate reports of 
damage or injuries, radio stations and officials 
said. 

The quake of 5.5 on the Richter Scale struck 
at 7.08 pm '(2308 GMT) in the Windward 
Islands, 50 miles (80 kilometres) east of Fort- 
d e-France, Martinique, according to the US 
Geological Service in Colorado. 

Radio Paris, in a broadcast relayed on Radio 
Caraibe in Guadeloupe, reported that three 
tremors struck Martinique, a French territory. 
The report said there were no injuries or 
damage, but gave no further details (AP). 

Engineers arrive in Bolivia: a con- 
tingent Of 65 US military engineers arrived 
Thursday in Bolivia to extend a provincial 
runway, a US Embassy spokesman said. 

Their arrival in LaJPaz came just hours after 

President Jaime PazZamora denied the United 

Stain would set up a prototype anti-drug com- 
mand in Bolivia to fight cocaine traffickers. 


Tfc technicians, members of the engineer 


Minimi guns 

Australian Army private Matthew (Bundy) Ryan with one ol the/Amimi 5.56mm machine-guns in 
Brisbane. Australia. The Minimi machine-guns are undergoing evaluation tests to replace the 
Australian Army's ageing M60 machine-guns. (Reuter wirephoto) 



Hwps, mauaingooctore and military sup- 
port personnel, scheduled to arrive in Bolivia 

over die next two weeks, Wharton said (UPI) 
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.^Kne sset plans change in law of ret urn 

Immigrants charge Ethiopia holding Jews to get arms 


ARAB TIMES, SATURDAY, JULY 14,1990 



•' OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, July 13, lAgen- 
: desji The chairman of Israel's parliament com- 

mittee on immigration warned yesterday dial 
immigration laws would be changed if the num- 
bers of Soviet non-Jews exploiting them contin- 
ued to grow. 

' ‘There are at least five million people allowed 
into Israel under the law of return who are 
actually Don- Jews," said Michael Kleiner, head 
oftbe parliamentary co niraittee."Wecan'ttake 
n five million more people." 

“When every plane starts bringing in a high 
^ per cent of non-Jews coming here on a tech- 

I nkaHry, it will be time to change the law.*' 

The 1950 law of return entitles every Jew to 
automatic Israeli citizenship. An amendment 


passed in 1970 passes this right on to the child, 
grandchild or spouse of a Jew. as well as ihe 
spouse of his child or grandchild. 

The parliamentary law opposes Jewish hala- 
cna. a traditional law that names a Jew only one 
who is born to Jewish mother. Israel's orthodox 
establishment has long fought to change the law 
of return to follow the halacha and exclude non- 
orthodox converts. 

• Kleiner, orPrime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
right-wing Likud bloc that now tries to cement 
an unstable alliance with orthodox parties, says 
there are 2.2 mi | lion “proper" Jews in the Soviet 
union , in addition to five million non- Jews wi th 
Jewish grandparents, and another 500.000 with 


Jewish fathers. 

That makes 7.7 million people eligible for 
Israeli citizenship and ihe related economic 
help. 

■ Ethiopia's embattled leader Mengistu Haile 
Mariam is denying some 10.000 Jews permis- 
sion toleavefor Israel in an effort to get military 
supplies, a leader of Lhe Ethiopian community 
in Israel charged today. 

The accusation comes amid reports that 
Mengjstu's hardline Marxist government is 
teetering as secessionist rebels gain ground in 
their battle to topple him. 

Rahamim Elazar, chairman of the public 
council for Ethiopian affairsm Israel, said Men- 


gistu was demanding arms from Israel to allow 
more Jews to leave his country for Israel. 

“Mengistu is trying to use them (the Eth- 
iopian Jews) for military aid." he said. "He is 
trying to squeeze Israel for aid." 

Israel has sought to bring out ail of Ethiopia's 
Jews since immigration was cut ollin 1984 when 
a secret airlift campaign known as Operation 
Moses was halted after the Ethiopian govern- 
ment learned of it. 

An inquiry by a US congressional panel has 
concluded Ethiopia has halted the emigration 
of Ethiopian Jews, apparently in an effort to 
force Israel to send more weapons, the New 
York Times reported in today's editions. 


Gen. Powell rules 

out Mideast war 


Little chance of victory for any country fighting Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, July 1 3, (UPI): The chairman of the US 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Colin Powell said today war in the Middle 
East was unlikely because any country fighting Israel had little chance 
of victory. 

Powell, who is on a visit to the Middle East, made the remarks after a 
meeting with Prime Minister Yitzhak Sh amir . Powell and Shamir 
discussed possibilities for peace in the Middle East, Soviet Jewish 
immigration and US-Jsraeli co-operation, army radio reported. 

After the meeting. Powell told reporters although there is always the 

Mayors 
met Arens 
with PLO 
approval 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, 

July 13, (AP): A PLO official said 
in a published interview today 
that his organisation approved in 
advance the first major meeting 
between local Palestinians and a 
cabinet minister in the new 
Israeli government. 

The meeting beween Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens and three 
West Bank Palestinian mayors 
camp after tfie„i)isw right-wing 

government said it hoped to Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of! 
reach a Middle East peace set- ' Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Sh t 
tlement by talking only to Pales- talks. (Reute 

linians not linked to the Palestine ' ; 

Liberation Organisation. ■ 

Israel's refusal to give the PLO 13 I jpfc # | I 

even an indirect role in peace {jg | % 1 1 I I 

negotiations was one reason t hat 

United States* efforts to mediate ■ ■ _a 

a peace settlement have run into tBk 1 WP WP I 

troubles. CHI I dlUd 

Abdullah Hourani, a member 

of the PLO's executive commit- D 

tee, said in Lhe interview with the DUyilly Util Cl 

Jerusalem Arabic weekly AJ 

Nadwa that the PLO knew of the , nw( ; U A 

meeting ahead of time and got LUDWIGSHAFEN, ^^t Gmn 
reports on it afterwards. Mmmando group has bougt abc 

European nations for attacks on 
“The PLOendorsed a meeting disclosed yesterday, 
as a chance for Palestinian In 1987. six Israeli soldiers wer 
national figures to notify the ■ when a Palestinian commando fiev 
Israeli official that the PLO is the northern Israel from Lebanon, 

legitimate representative ... for The West German newspaper D 
the Palestinian people." Hourani Western intelligence services disco 
was quoted as saying. recently been buying another 1(X 

Mayor Farah ArajofBeit Jala, Yugoslavia and Austria, 

one of those who met with Arens Thf single-person pi were 

on June 27. said that the account capable of ear-ring 1 80 kilograi 

given bv Hourani was correct. ammunition and explosives, the ne 

_ . ,, / ■ u The ultra-light planes are highlj 

"The content of our talks (with e |ud e radar detection by flying at e; 

Arens) that the PLO is the only The paper added that one of the group involved m the operation was 

representative is a Iso correct, he ^ pacing Liberation Front of Mohammed Abbas, also known as 
said today. A bul Abbas, a pro-Li by an group responsible for the May 30 attack on 

Mayor Elias Freij of Bel hie- an Israeli beach. 

hem, whoalso attended the mirei- Abul Abbas' group also carried out the 1985 seizure of the Italian 
ing, only said that Hourani "has cruiser Achille Lauro, in which one elderly American was killed, 

the right to say this" when asked , -pb e newspaper said the other group involved in Ahmed Jibril's 

about the PLO official's com- popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine-General Command 

ments. (PFLP-GC), which conducted the 1 987 hang-glider attack. 

_ .. . It added the planes were being financed partly by Libya and could be 

rTeij. who is regaraeu as. launched either from a Libyan ship in the eastern Mediterranean or 
among ihe most m^erate PaJes- from 

timans, had said alter ine June Meanwhile, the Libyan news agency Jana dismissed as part of a 
meeting that the officials to d ., ‘Zionist-imperialist scheme" a report that Palestinian commandos 

Arens that only ine flu couia j ova l to Abul Abbas are planning to launch an air borne a ttack on Israel 

negotiate with Israel. from Libya. 

‘Die third mayor ? "Some news agencies have relayed news, attributed by a German 

ded, Hanna Atrasn or oeri newspaper to Zionist and Western intelligence sources, that the Pales- 
Sahour. was not available lor t - ne ijbc ral j OI1 Front, was preparing for an air attack against the 
comment. . Zionist entity in occupied Palestine." said the state-run agency mon- 

After ^me Mmisrer^itrfiak itored by the British Broadcasting Corp. ' 

Shamir formed me new ngni- .. As ll9 , ial in promotion of such news, the sources dragged the 
w-mg government on July T . naine of lhc Jamahiriyah into them.” said the dispatch, 

officials immediately reiterated , , ... , • . j r 

the stand that the government ■ The Swedish government ordered the expulsion yesterday of a 
would not negotiate with the Palestinian man accused of having Links to ten-onst groups. 

PLO which Israel considers a Erik Lempert of the Immigration Ministry said the tabmet dropped 

terrorist organisation expulsion orders against two other Palestinians, including one who has 

Officials said later that the already lefi Sweden and another who cannot now be found in the 
government's peace efforts counliy. 

would focus on trying to open g The Palestine Liberation Organisation denied yesterday it was 
talks with non-PLO Palestin- providing training to Muslim fighters in southern Thailand who seek 
ians, a lactic that has repeatedly an independent state, 
failed in the past- 

Yossi Ben-Aharon. a top Coins comm 

policy adviser to Shamir, 

explained the government's plan , , ,, , v 

this wav: *’We are going to make WASHINGTON, July 13, (Kuna 

a determined effort to convince Palestine might not exist on the gr 
our Palestinians here that the certainly now exists in new comm 
PLO option is not available.” silver and bronze corns that are now 
US efforts to arrange Israeli- here in the United Stales to Araenc 
Palestinian peace talks stalled in be proud of. 

March when Shamir turned The com s promoters also describ 
down - a compromise that would as a "handsome memento oi the i 

have included Palestinians date in Pa Icstian history since th 
deported by Israel or with homes Palestine m 1948. * 
in East Jerusalem among the The coins in question i depict on c 

Palestinian delegates. leaf olive branch. On the other, a 



Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff General Colin Powell (left) and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir exchange smiles during their 
talks. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Palestinians plan 
airraids on Israel 

Buying ultra-light planes * 

LUDWIGSHAFEN, West Germany, July 13, (AP): A Palestinian 
commando group has bought about 100 ultra-light aircrafts in four 
European nations for attacks on Israel, a West German newspaper 
disclosed yesterday. 

In 1987. six Israeli soldiers were killed and another seven injured 
- when a Palestinian commando flew such a motorised hang-glider into 
northern Israel from Lebanon. 

The West German newspaper Die Rheinpfalz said Israeli and other 
Western intelligence services discovered Palestinian commandos had 
recently been buying another 100 of the aircrafts in Britain, Italy, 
Yugoslavia and Austria. 

The single-person planes were being converted into two-seaters 
capable of carrying 180 kilogrammes (370 pounds) of weapons, 
ammunition and explosives, the newspaper said. 

The ultra-light planes are highly mobile, make little noise and can 


possibility of war in the region, it was unlikely. 

"It is clear to anyone examining the situation, the balance of power 
and the strength of Israel and its connections with other states that a 
war against it has a very small chance of success," he said. “Therefore, I 
do not see a serious possibility of war in the region.” 

Powell said further ‘US funding for the Arrow missile being 
developed by Israeli aircraft industries is being examined in Washing- 
ton. 


The initial phase of the Arrow 
project cosl SI 58 million, with 
roughly 80 per cent of the fund- 
ing coming from the United 
States. 

The US Defence Department 
must decide whether to allocate 
S200 million more for the next 
phase of development of the 
Arrow, which is designed to com- 
bat short-range ballistic missiles. 

Powell said he was disturbed 
with the weapons build up inthe 
Middle East but did not 
anticipate that war would break 
out. 

Buildup 

Israel was his last stop on a 
five-nation orientation tour that 
earlier took Powell to Morocco, 
Tunisia, Egypt and Jordan. 

Powell noted that there were 
sophisticated weapons in the 
region, including ballistic mis- 
siles, and that “armies are build- 
ing in size rather than going 
down in size, which is what we’re 
starting to see happen in other 
parts of the world." 

He said the trend was worr- 
isome but that despite Arab 
threats, he did not consider war 
inevitable. 

“I think that it is clear to 
anyone examining the situation 
— that the correlation of forces 
are such and the strength of 
Israel's relation with others is 
such — that there could be little 
prospect of success in going to 
war,” Powell said. 

Rhetoric 

He added: “I don’t really see a 
serious prospect of war breaking 
out. Noth withstanding a great 
deal of rhetoric about the 
subject.” 

After meeting with Powell yes- 
terday, Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens told reporters: “I 
think we've apparently found an 
answer to ground-to-ground 
missiles. We expect the US 
administration to continue fund- 
ing Arrow project so that we can 
successfully complete its 
development and arm ousel ves 
with it.” 

The Arrow is being developed 
jointly by Israel aircraft indus- 
tries and the American Lockheed 
Corp. 

Earlier in the day, he was taken 
by helicopter to southern Israel 
to see a military exercise in the 
Negev desert. 

Violence 

The former chairman of the 
US Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee has warned of “gath- 
ering momentum towards 
violence and war” in the Middle 
East and urged that aid to Israel 
be tied to human rights practices.* 

In a tough statement based on 
a three-week trip to the region, 
former senator Charles Percy 
said the United States could act 
quickly to revive peace efforts if it 
had political will and said it may 
be time for a joint peace proposal 
with the SovieL Union. 

“Real debate, however, on US 
Mideast policy has been frozen 
for almost two decades as 
uncompromising support for 
Israel in this capital has become 
the norm of good politics," the 
Republican told a press con- 
ference. 


ME church 
alarmed at 
Christian 
emigration 

LIMASSOL, Cyprus, July 13, 
(AP): The Middle East’s Chris- 
tian prelates voiced alarm Friday 
at the exodus of Christians from 
the region at a time when htmdreds 
of thousands of Soviet Jews are 
expected to flood into Israel and 
the Arab lands it occupies. 

“Middle East emigration could 
not but be seen in the light of the 
current crisis created by Soviet 
Jewish emigration to Israel, the 
occupied Territories and East 
Jerusalem,” the executive com- 
mittee of the Middle East Grand! 
of Churches said in a statement. 

The committee also blamed 
Israeli Human Rights violations 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, where Palestinians 
have been waging an uprising 
since December 1987. 

The communique was issued 
after a three-day meeting of the 
24-member committee. It consists 
of senior representatives of the 
region's four main Christian sects, 
the Eastern and Oriental Orth- 
odox, Roman Catholcis and 
Angtiatn-Protestants. 

“While emigration is a matter 
of deep concern, it is symptomatic 
of deeper causes which can be 
traced to the political, economic 
and h uman rights situation in the 
Middle East” the comnniqne 
noted. 

It added that it was consequen- 
tly necessary “to join with other 
religious and non-religious organ- 
isations, as well as governments, 
to work together to increase 
awareness among people for the 
concern for human rights.* 1 
The communique reiterated the 
coBndTs support “for the restora- 
tion of the rights of the Christian 
community in Jerusalem, in the 
context of the realisation of justice 
and peace in Palestine-Israei as a 
whole." 

It also repeated a call last Jan- 
uary by the council’s general 
assembly for the right of the 
Palestinians to establish a state of 
their own. 

lltecoiiceni over the accelerat- 
ing Christian exodus coincided 
with a survey of Christian Pales- 
tinians in Jerusalem and the West 
Bank and Gaza that showed 2, 160 
Christians were emigrating from 
those areas every year. 

The survey was carried out by 
the Ecumenical Institute for 
Theological Research in Bethle- 
hem. 

Samir Kafity, the Anglican 
Bishop of Jerusalem, said dnring 
the executive meeting that the 
wave of emigration from the area 
“is not a peculiarly Christian 
problem. 

“But we are a minority and it’s 
more visible and noticeable in oar 
case.” 

Emigration by Christian and 
Muslim Palestinians was being 
spurred “by the massive Soviet- 
Jewish emigration which super- 
cedes any other political 
problem,” he told a news con- 
ference Friday . 

“Israel previously pushed peo- 
ple out and now with the coming of 
the Soviet Jews, there’s a new 
threat for taking over the place not 
only of the Christians but also of 
the Muslim population,** he 
added. 

It is believed there are only 
46,000 Christians among the 1.8 
Palestinians who live in Jerusalem 
and the Israeli-occupied 
territories. Another 91,000 Arab 
Christians live in Israel. 

The council estimates that the 
total Christian population in the 
Middle East is 14 miOiqa. 

Kafity said it was necessary “to 
attack the causeof emigration and 
not the symptoms, and the cause is 
the viola don of the hmnan rights 
of the people.” 


Souks a lost glory 


Bazaars abandoned for boutiques 


DAMASCUS. Syria, July !3,(AP):The 
grand bazaars of the Middle East, where 
for hundreds of years camel trains used to 
bring the riches of the world io the 
Islamic and Ottoman empires, have lost 
much of their glory. 

But they still evoke ihe sight and 
sounds of an epic past. 

Bazaars, or souks as they are known in 
Arabic and kapali carsi in Turkish, are 
the most ancient version of a shopping 
mall. 

Barkers still elbow each other aside as 
tourists dawdle past. 

“For you special price.” 

“You want nice carpet? Just look my 
shop.” 

Bazaars 

"Hashish. You want hashish?” 

When the Islamic and Ottoman 
empires flourished from the 8th century 
to the 1600s, the bazaars of Damascus. 
Cairo and Istanbul were commercial 
giants. 

The dusty camel caravans from 
Samarkand, the Arabian peninsula and 
ancient Persia are long gone. Much of the 
exquisite architecture is practically 
invisible now and cratering under the 
grime of centuries. 

Still, the bazaars abound with images 
that have changed little since the Middle 
Ages. 

Here a peasant rides a donkey. There a 
craftsman beats a copper tray. Caught in 
a light beam filtering through a cracked 
roof in the opaque light of the teeming 
bazaar, they provide time-capsule 
glimpses of what once was. 

All but the poorest local shoppers have 
abandoned the bazaars for downtown 
boutiques and department stores. 

But the aura of history draws new 
clientele, the tourists, the life blood of the 
bazaars. 

Erected 

The bazaar in Cairo, Egypt's capital, is 
often called Khan A1 Khalili after a core 
building erected by the sultan’s hotse 
master in 1 382. 

Michel Nassar runs a top jewelry store 
established there by his Lebanese 
grandfather ia 1890. 

“Khan AJ Khalili used to be high-class, 
a market not a tourist area,” said 
Nassar, whose store still creates made-to- 
order designs in gold, diamonds and 
emeralds. 

But the environment has changed, he 
said, with craftsmen no longer masters of 
their arts. 

“People used to come to the Khan and 
spend the day. Now they rush fromfchop 
to shop, and the bazaar is filled with 
junk.” 

The sea trade that started with the 
voyage of Vasco Da Gama around Africa 
to Asia in 1497 eventually made caravan 
trade obsolete. Then colonial occupiers of 
the 19th and 20th centuries crippled local 
craftsmen as cheap imports forced them 
aside. 

Middle East conflicts and revolutions 
since World War IT also took their toll, 
interrupting the vital tourist trade for 
years. 

Craflman 

Many experienced craftsmen and 
merchants fled. Foreigners or Jews felt 
vulnerable as their wealth and patriotism 
was questioned in Arab states bent on 
implementing socialism and fighting 
Israel. 



Anti -Israel demo 

Tens ot thousands Hezbollah supporters chant anti-Israeli slogans 
during a luneral of iwo militants killed in south Lebanon by an Israeli air 
raid. (Reuter wirepholo) 


Coins commemorating Palestine being promoted in US as ‘gift to be proud of’ 


WASHINGTON, July 13, (Kuna): The State of 
Palestine might not exist on the ground yet, bul it 
certainly now exists in new commomeralive gold, 
silver and bronze coins that are now being marketed 
here in the United Stales to Americans as “a gift to 
be proud of.” * 

The coin's promoters also desert bed the new corns 
as a “handsome moment© of the most significant 
date in Palcsiian history since the exodus from. 
Palestine in 1948.” 

The coins in question depict on one side a seven- 
leaf olive branch. On the other, a text in classical 


Arabic script reads, "declaration of the indepen- 
dence of the Stale of Palestine, November 15, 1988.” 

Crafted by expert goldsmiths after a design by 
Palestinian artist Kamal Boullata, the Slate of 
Palestine commemorative coin can be mounted as a 
striking pendant, impressive desk furnishing, 
opulent wall display or distinctive money-clip, attes- 
ted by a certificate of authenticity. 

While one side of the coin manifests the grace of 
Arabic calligraphy, recalling a date to be celebrated 
in years to come, the reverse of the coin shows an 


olive branch with seven leaves, a symbol rich in 
significance. 

Carefully tended as a family and national 
resource through the ages, the olive tree appears 
throughout the uplands of Palestine. Individual 
trees reach back into history, often attaining several 
hundred years of age. 

The fruit of the olive tree gives savour to meals, 
while the oil. from time immemorial one of the bases 
of Palestinian cuisine, once also fuelled the lamps 
tiiat brightened Palestinian homes. 

The coin is available in the American market in 24 


karat gold, sterling silver, and bronze. The gold and 
silver coins are individually encased in specially 
designed jewellery boxes. The three-coin set comes 
with a handsome display of jewellery box. 

At present, the gold coin is selling for $300, the 
sterling silver coin for $60 and the bronze coin for 
$11 

The three-coin set of gold, silver and bronze can 
be bought, however, for $360. It is being marketed 
by a company called ‘lnvisions Inc.” in Olathe, 
Kansas. 


In Istanbul. Turkey, stores selling 
household items like quilts gradually 
disappeared as lhe area focused on 
loruisls looking for orient alia. 

Until 15 years ago all customers were 
Turks. Now 90 per cent of our customers 
are foreign tourists." said Onder Somcr. 
secretary -general of the Grand Bazaar 
Shopkeeper’s Association and the fourth 
generation of Somers working in the 
bazaar. 

"We were selling furniture in our seven 
shops. Now we sell leather in four of them 
and clothes in the other three.” he said. 

Damascus. Syria's capital, retains only 
a tenth of its brassmakers. 

“It's a tiring profession, people don’t 
want to do it.” said one. 

It can take a year of painstaking labour 
to pound together a brass and silver 
coffee brazier. Wealthy Arabs will pay up 
to SI 0.000 for a particularly ornate one. 

Ghassan Nasrallah. director of the 
administration for Damascus' old 
monuments, said demand for medicinal 
herbs, perfume and traditional clothes 
has tumbled, though a few shops remain. 

Modernisation 

“Everything is changing in a fever of 
modernisation, the cancer eating 
everything,” said Hassan Zahaby, a 
Damascus merchant. “You may be an 
excellent craftsmen, but your son is 
interested in computers/' 

In most bazzars, stores remain grouped 
like medieval guilds. The tent makers 
share a street as do the nut sellers, the 
gold merchants, and those selling silk or 
coffee or discount underwear. 

They were originally lodged in Khans 
or wekalas. large buildings constructed 
around a courtyard with rooms for 
sleeping upstairs and trading downstairs. 

But trade gradually flowed out of the 
Khans, now the province of the 
wholesalers, to the surrounding warren of 
streets. 

A 1 5th century traveller to Cairo 
claimed the city contained more than 30 
souks and 1 2,000 shops. There are less 
than 5,000 in each of the three big cities 
now. 

Turkey’s Sultan Mehmet the conquerer 
ordered the construction of the Istanbul 
bazaar in 1461, eight years after 
capturing the city, to improve its 
economy. For 300 years it spread down 
the hills below the major mosques and 
palaces. 

Many street names reflect dead crafts. 
There is a street for fezzes and turbans, 
weavers of rush mats and makers of 
looking glasses. 

Landmark 

Damascus was capital of the Islamic 
world during the Omayyid Dynasty of 
the 7th and 8th centuries, and was again 
the capital of a major kingdom around 
1200. Landmark mosques, tombs and 
khans are interspersed among the stores. 

The mixture of history and souvenir 
hunting that draws tourists makes for 
brutal real estate prices in ancient streets 
where expansion is impossible. Buildings, 
most privately owned, rarely change 
hands. 

A lease costs at least $80,000 in Cairo, 
or between $1 50,000 and $350,000 in 
Damascus. A shop in the main bazaar in 
Istanbul was recently sold for $2. 1 
million, newspapers reported. 


Swedes call 
back envoy 
over hanging 

STOCKHOLM. July 13, l UP!): 
Sweden recalled its ambassador 
to Iraq yesterday after Baghdad 
authorities announced they had 
hanged a Swedish citizen for spy- 
ing on behalf of Israel, Sweden's 
foreign minister said. 

"It is with deep anger and 
sorrow that I have learned of the 
execution in Baghdad of a 
Swedish citizen." said Foreign 
Minister Sien Andersson. 

Andersson said he had 
recalled Sweden's ambassador to 
Baghdad for consultations foll- 
owing Iraq’s announcement that 
it had hanged Jalil Mahdi A1 
Neamy. an liaqi-bom natural- 
ised Swede with a Swedish wife 
and ! 2-year-old daughter. 

In diplomatic terms, recalling 
an ambassador for consultations 
falls just short of breaking ofT 
diplomatic relations. 

“The death penalty is an 
abominable thing irrespective of 
the crime. The execution of a 
Swedish citizen must be strongly 
condemned.” Anderson said. 

He went on to severely con- 
demn Iraq's refusal to hear 
Sweden's requests for clemency 
and said relations between the 
two countries had been seriously 
harmed. 
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157 killed as Lanka 
fighting intensifies 

58 soldiers die when rebels take over Kokkavil military camp 


COLOMBO. July 13, (AP): At least 157 people were killed in the past 
two days as fighting escalated throughout Sri Lanka, according to 
government and rebel statements today. 

In fighting in the north and east. 148 people were killed, military 
officials and a rebel statement said. 

In Lhe south, at least nine people were killed in what could be a 
resurgence of an ultranationalist Sinhalese campaign against the gover- 
nment, police said. 

Tamil Tiger rebels lost 40 men when soldiers attacked and captured 
two gucrripT camps near the eastern port city of Trincomaiee yesterday. 



Women protest 


Kashmiri Muslim women shout anti-India slogans during protest in Srinagar against the harassment of women by the 

secunty forces during searches. (Reuter wirephoio) 

Chautala returns 

Major blows to Singh’s image 


By Thomas Abraham 

Arab Times correspondent 

NEW DELHI, July 13: Incredi- 
ble as it may sound. Om Prakash 
Chautala relumed as chief mini- 
ster of Haryana yesterday, less 
Lhun two months after he was 
forced to quit by rising public 
opinion against his role in the 
Mehum by-election violence. 

The net result of the day-long 
political drama was that Prime 
Minister V.P. Singh and the Jan- 
ata Dal suffered major blows to 
their images as practitioners of 
value-based politics, though 
sources close lo Singh main- 
tained he had nothing lo do with 
the series of events. 

It all began with Banarasi Das 
Gupta making a surprise 
announcement early yesterday 
morning about his decision to 
quit. He gave no reasons 
immediately but it soon became 
clear ihm he had stepped aside to 
pave the way for Chautala lo 
return. By evening, the Haryana 
Janta Dal legislature parry met in 
Delhi and elected Chautala as its 
leader. A little later, he was 
sworn in chief minister for a 
second lime by Governor 
Dhanik Lul MunduL who flew in 
to the national capital for the 
purpose. 

In fact. Chautala himself was 
some 300 kilometres away tour- 
ing some flood affected areas of 
Haryana when Gupta resigned, 
and a special aircraft was sent to 
fetch him to Delhi. 

Soon after Gupta resigned as 
chief minister. Chautala was 
named by Janata Dal president 
S.R. Bommai asoneofilssixnew 
general secretaries. He also con- 
tinues to be president of the 
Haryana unit of the party, and it 
is not immediately cleared if he 
will quit the party posts in keep- 
ing with the principle of "one- 
man-one-post." 

$200m Indo-Saudi 
joint plant in Jordan 

NEW DELHI. July 13. (Kunai: 
India and Saudi Arabia a ro setting up 
S200 milliion phosphoric plant in 
Jordan. The unit will have a capacity 
or 400.000 tonnes. 

The plani is being set up by the 
Mineral and Metals Trading Co- 
operation of India (MMTC) in 
collaboration with Southern Petro- 
chemicals Industries Company 
(Spic) of Saudi Arabia. 


It is more than clear that 
Chautala has bounced back to 
power due lo the continuous 
efforts made by Deputy Prime 
Minister Devi Lai, his father. 
Devi Lai was never quite recon- 
ciled to the manner in which his 
first-born was ousted from the 
chief ministership at the instance 
of the party high command and 
regarded it as a personal affront. 

There are differing versions 
about Prime Minister Singh's 
stand on the whole issue, and it is 
not clear if Chau tala's return has 
his support. Singh hosted a din- 
ner for Devi Lai a few days ago 
here in a bid to sort out their 
differences. According lo some, 
Chautala 's reinstatement was 
one of the specifics discussed at 
the meeting. Some newspapers 
also reported that the leaders had 
worked out a package, which 
included inducting Devi Lai's 
younger son Ranjit Singh as a 
member of the Rajya Sabha and 
the appointment of a close 
relative as an ambassador. 

Sources close to Devi Lai 
argue that if Chautala was good 
enough to be made a party gen- 
era 1 secretary, wha t was wrong in 
his being made chief minister of 
Haryana. Further, in between, 
Chautala was elected to the state 
assembly from another con- 
stituency. Darba Ralan. with a 
large majority. In recenL days, 
Devi Lai has been taking the Jan- 
ata Dal's ally, the Bharatiya Jan- 
ata Party (BJP) head on in a 
verbal battle, and has challenged 
it to fight fresh elections in 
Haryana. Chautala's return 
might also indicate an early mid- 
term poll in the stale in a bid to 
cut the BJP's influence in the 
state. 

There is another version which 
would have people believe that 
Singh has really pulled a fast one 
on Devi Lai this time, hoping 
that Chautala's return would 


Pakistan, Australia sign trade pact 


CANBERRA. July 13. (AP): Aus- 
tralia and Pakistan signed a joint 
trade agreement ycsrcrdaycalling for 
study of ways to expand trade ties 
and overcoming potential problems. 

The pact established a Joint com- 
mittee to review the state of bilateral 
trade. 

“This initiative w ill strengthen and 
diversify trade of both traditional 
and potential exports with the aim of 


ensuring out tracing relationship 
continues to expand.’* Australian 

Foreign Affairs Minister Gareth 
Evans said at the brier signing 
ceremony. 

"Under this agreement, Australia 
and Pakistan will support commer- 
cial ventures in exploring and con- 
cluding mutually beneficial long- 
term arrangements for the purchase 
of goods, particularly commodities." 


Greece police 
arrest 105 on 
grounded ship 

ATHENS, July 13, (Reuter): A 
ship carrying 226 Pakistani, 
Indian and Sri Lankan nationals 
from Lebanon to Greece was 
detained on Wednesday after it 
was grounded off Cape Sounion 
south of Athens. 

The port authority at nearby 
Lavrion port said 105 were arres- 
ted, 55 remained on the boat 
which was taken to Piraeus and 
66 were thought to have escaped. 

Authorities said they maae a 
surprise visit to the boat alter 
noticing suspicious speedboats 
moving in tne area and found 
that none of the passengers had 
proper travelling documen is. 

The unidentified Syrian cap- 
tain of the ship, which was not 
flying any flag, said he and his 
eight crew members picked up 
their passengers in Lebanon and 
were destined for Piraeus until a 
breakdown grounded them. 
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said military officials, speaking on condition of anonymity. At least 33 
more Tigers were killed when navy gunboats destroyed six rebel boats 
in a 1 agoon. (hey said. 

At least 45 soldiers were killed on Wednesday night and Thursday 
when the rebels overran the Kokkavil military camp in the north, they 
said. 

The government had said all but two of the 60 soldiers at the camp 
were killed, but revised the toll today after a survivor reported that 15 
men had escaped into the jungle around Kokkavil. 

— A statement for the Tigers said 

45 soldiers and 18 rebels were 
killed in the battle for the Kokk- 
avil camp, about 290 kilometres 
(180 miles) northeast or 
Colombo. The statement, issued 
by theTigers’ London office, was 
telexed to newspaper and news 
agency offices in Colombo. 

In scattered fighting around 
Kokkavil today, at least eight 
rebels were killed, military 
officials said. Also, four soldiers 
were killed in other fighting, they 
said. 

The killings raise to 2,393 the 
number of combatants killed 
since fighting resumed last 
month. Many civilians have also 
died. 

T amils , who make up 18 per 
cent of Sri Lanka's 16 million 
population, began fighting for a 
separate nation in 1983, claiming 
discrimination in jobs, education 
and language by the majority . 
Sinhalese. 

Sinhalese form 75 per cent of 
the population and dominate the 
military and the government 
The insurrection has killed at 
least 1 3,400 people. 

In India, government officials 
said the fighting in Sri Lanka was 

nst the harassment of women by the causing an influx of Tamil 

, (0 ) refugees into southern India. 

^ Also today, a group of men 

dressed in black uniforms killed 
■ nine members of three families in 

V B I B^ B^B southern Sri Lanka, which is 

B BB B fl B ^^B dominated by the majority Sin- 

Bl halese community, said police 

officials. 

. ; „ ^ The killings, in the village of 

> I m 3. Q 6 Karandeniya. 1 50 kilometres (95 

^ miles) south of Colombo, were 

linked to a Sinhalese campaign 
build up public opinion so stron- against the government. Lhe 

gly against Devi Lai and his dan officials said. The movement was 

and finish them politically. almost wiped out last winter after 

Whatever the truth, the fact is ultranationalist Sinhalese 

that the party's image has taken a leaders were killed by security 

severe beating. forces. 

Along, with Chautala, four Meanwhile at a press con- 
ministers were also sworn in. ference in Colombo Thursday, 

They are Hukum Singh (deputy State Minister for Defence, Ran- 

chier minister). Sampat Singh. J an Wijeratne, said the goyeru- 

Dhirpal Singh and Jagannath. ment wll set up civil admmistra- 

All four were ministers during l i°y* ' n *h e eastern province 

Chautala's first term and later which had broken down since the 

under Gupta’s shori-lived tenure war started in the area on June 

of 5 1 days. **. . D . . 

At a press conference after the President Ranasmghc 
swearing-in. Chautala sought to Premadasa s Secretary K.H.G. 

give the impression that his Wijedasa, visited the eastern 

return had the consent of the Amri district Wednesday 

prime minister. Asked if his with a t^oftop-level adirnms- 

comeback would not harm Sin- Jrators to set theovri admimstra- 

gh's image. Chautala said he tionin motion, Wijeratne said, 

would be the first to sacrifice When mopping up operations 
everything for the sake of the are over in the Tnncomalee and 
prime minister's reputation. BatUcaloa districts, too, cm! 

Earlier. Gupta said he had administration will commence 

resigned in deference to the party fu H n S 0tung ' ^ state mnala 
leadership's wishes. According added. 

to him. Devi Lai warned him to Commenting on security 
play a larger rote in national operations .n the northern 
politics, and so did Singh. province, Wijeratne said the 

Chautala. in a lighter vein. LT 7? “ 77 t , pr0 T7 

thanked the media Tor making isolating the Tamil and the 

his name known farand wide. Muslim people in Mannar. 

Apart from Chautala, the 
other new general secretaries of 
lhe Janata Dal are S.Jaipal 
Reddy, former minister Puni- 
shot (am Kaushik. S.P. 

Malaviya. Mahfooz Ali Khan 
and Gopal Pacherwal. Reddy 
was the candidate against Bom- 
mai for the post of interim 
president the latter being Devi 
Lai's choice. Ultimately. Reddy 
was persuaded lo withdraw from 
the contest to avoid a sharp 
divide in the party. 

Shakilur Rehman is the new 
vice-president of the party. He is 
a noted Urdu writer and former 
vice-chancellor of Mithila 
University. 
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Striking Indian airlines employees shout anti-government slogans in 
front of the airline’s headquarters in New Delhi on Thursday. About 
20,000 employees went on a 24-hour-strike to protest what they called 


1 j 


the airline s mismanagement and privatisation c>t air services uter 

wirephotc) 


4 killed in Kashmir 

24-hour curfew imposed 


SRINAGAR, July 13, (UPI): 
Separatist violence in the trou- 
bled Kashmir valley left at least 
four people dead today, and a 24- 
hour curfew prevented Mus lims 
from publicly celebrating “Mar- 
tyrs Day," witnesses and official 
sources said. 

Official sources said separatist 
militants today shot dead two 
civilians in the border town of 
Handwara, 45 miles (70 km) 
north of Srinagar, and a civilian 
in Anantnag. about 30 miles (50 
km) to the south. 

No further details were availa- 
ble, but official sources said all 
three had probably been killed 
because they were suspected 
police informers. 

In a separate incident in Bijbi- 
hara. 25 miles (40 km) south of 
Srinagar, militants threw a gren- 
ade at a security force vehicle. 
Officials said one soldier was 
critically injured in the attack, 
but a witness said the man died at 
the scene. 

Violence has rocked the pic- 
turesque Kashmir valley, home 
to the region's4 million Muslims, 
since mid-January, when a 2- 
y ear-old secessionist movement 
gained widespread popular sup- 
port after security forces opened 
nreon a group of demonstrators. 

Since then, more than 600 peo- 
ple have been killed in bombings, 
arson attacks and assassinations. 

Tens of thousands of Indian 
troops and security force person- 
nel deployed to the region have 
failed to crush the movement. 

Today's violence came as 


security forces enforced a 24- 
hour curfew in the Kashmir 
valley. 

Militants bad called for 
demonstrations today, a public 
holiday called "Martyrs Day." 
but authorities apparently feared 
that the outdoor gatherings 
might lead to violence and 
imposed the curfew. 

The curfew and thousands of 
soldiers patrolling the streets 
also prevented Muslims from 
attending Friday prayers in Srin- 
agar and other towns in the 
valley- ( 

In Srinagar, the summer 
capital of Jammu and Kashmir 
state, 400 miles (640 km) north of 
New Delhi, a Hindu human 
rights activist issued a statement 
condemning the central govern- 
ment's tactics in subduing the 
Kashmir separatist movement 

“The security forces, instead 
of providing security to innocent 
people, are resorting to large 
scale arson, wholesale destruc- 
tion o# villages ... (and then) mass 
humiliation of women," said 
Inder Mohan, the human rights 
activist “Scores of young men 
have been forcibly lifted away 
and their family members are 
feeling agonised regarding their 
whereabouts." 

Kashmiris have routinely 
accused security forces of 
improper and often brutal 
behaviour. 

Mohan said Kashmiris are 
“solidly determined” ip their 
fight for separation. 

“They are participating in a 


well-organised movement." he 
said. “They will fight for their 
fundamental, social, economic, 
political and human rights until 
they succeed." 

Also, a government spokes- 
man said today that police raided 
a bouse in the old city section of 
Srinagar and arrested two susp- 
ected militants last night. The 
spokesman said 15 automatic 
rifles, two pistols and about 
2.700 rounds of ammunition 
were recovered in the raid. 

In a separate incident, auth- 
orities arrested 13 suspected 
militants near the Indo-Pakislan 
border when they tried to cross 
into Pakistan, the spokesman 
said. 

India has repeatedly accused 
Pakistan of arming and training 
militants engineering the 
separatist movement. Although 
Pakistan denies the allegation, it 
admits to providing moral sup- 
port for the movement. 

Militants, who are supported 
by virtually all Kashmiri 
Muslims, claim separation from 
India is necessary because suc- 
cessive Hindu-dominated 
administrations in New Delhi 
have consistently ignored the 
interests of Kashmiris. 

They also complain that New 
Delhi reneged on a promise to 
hold a plebiscite so Kashmiris 
could decide if they wanted to 
remain a part of India or join 
neighbouring Pakistan. Many 
militant groups advocate 
independence. 


Opposition begins protests 

Ershad offers talks 

DHAKA, July 13. (AP): 
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DHAKA, July 13. (AP): 

President Hussain Muhammad 
Ershad offered yesterday to talk 
with the opposition about a 
presidential election next year, 
while his opponents said they 
would proceed with a 17-day 
campaign against him . 

Ershad said he was prepared 
for a dialogue to answer charges 
:be had rigged previous presiden- 
tial and parliamentary elections. 

“Wears prepared to sit with all 
concerned for holding free and 
fair elections," he said. He is will- 
ing to discuss any changes in elec- 
tion law the opposition suggests, 
he said. 

However, the opposition 
began its anti-Ershad campaign 
yesterday with rallies and meet- 
ings in rural areas. 

“At this stage we are drum- 
ming up support for our 
movement," said Mujahidul 
Islam Selin, an opposition 
leader. “Also, activists are being 


Epidemic 
spreads 
in Nepal, 
82 dead 

KATHMANDU. July 13. 
(UPI): The death toll from an 
epidemic of gastroenteritis and 
cholera reached 82 today, ax 
government officials threatened 
action against entrepreneurs 
believed to be hoarding a treat- 
ment. 

The diseases, which are 
blamed on contaminated drink- 
ing waterand kill their victims by 
causing severe diarrhoea, have 
spread throughout the country 
and have been hospitalising 
about 300 people each day in the 
capital, officials said. 

The Health Ministry >uid it has 
learned that traders have been 
aggravating the epidemic h> 
“trying to "create an artificial 
shortage of jeevanjul." a medica- 
tion given to victims of diarr- 
hoeal diseases. 

Jeevan jal is a mixture of salt 
and sugar that is added to water 
to create a rehydra lion mixture 
that is fed to diarrhoea victims. 

Government officials said the 
traders have been hiding jeevan 
jal to increase their sales of water 
purifiers manufactured abroad. 

Latest reports said 19 persons 
died in the past month of gas- 
troenteritis in the western Nepal 
district of Synagha, the official 
National News Agency said 
today. 

Two people have died in the 
nearby district of Yamechap. 
where the lack of medicine is hel- 
ping the epidemic spread to 
villages, the news agency said. 

Four others have died in the 
eastern Nepal district of Sind- 
hupalchok, officials reported. • 

Gastroenteritis and cholera 
were reported to have 
killed 57 people in two other wes- 
tern Nepal districts and in Kath- 
mandu. 
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The impomoea crassicarlis plant is found in flood-prone 
Bangladesh, where its roots help check soil erosion. The plant 
usually grows up to 1 0 feet (3 metres) but has no food value. 

A government-owned newspaper, Dainik Bangla, said the 
diamond-shaped insect that feeds on the plant’s leaves has killed 
at least 30 people nationwide. 

Many of the victims were children who played in the bushes. 


Deaf Pakistani indicted in triple murder Benazir blocking refugee repatriation, says son of Zia-ul-Haq 


PATERSON. New Jersey. July 13. (AP): A deaf 
Pakistani immigrant was arraigned yesterday on 
charges or fatally stabbing an immigrant family of 
deaf-mutes, authorities said. 

A sign- language interpreter and an Urdu tran- 
slator were in superior court to help Abdul Qodoos, 
26. who is deaf, understand the proceedings, said 
Passaic county assistant prosecutor Steven J. 
Brizek. 

Qodoos was indicted July 2 on three counts of 
murder, felony murder, weapons offenses, robbery, 
burglary, theft and endangering the welfare of a 


child. 

He is accused of killing Mieczyslaw Turzynski. 
6 1 . a Polish immigrant: his son, Kazimierz T urzyn- 
ski, 35: and his Singapore-born wife. Kui Yin Lee 
Turzynski, 39. on March 17. officials said. 

County authorities this week announced they 
would seek the death penalty against Qodoos 
because of the murder counts, and because he also 
placed the 18-month-old daughter of Kazimierz and 
Kui Yin Lee Turzynski at risk of death. 

The baby was found in Lhe victims' apartment a 
week after the slayings. 


DHAKA, Bangladesh, July 13, (AP): A Pak- 
istani opposition leader accused Prime Mini- 
ster Benazir Bhutto's government of blocking 
the repatriation to Pakistan of 250,000 
refugees stranded in Bangladesh. 

In an interview published Friday in the 
Bangladesh Observer, Ijaz-ul-Haq. son of the 
late Pakistani president Zia-ul-Haq. said he 
would petition Pakistan's Supreme Court for 
the return of the refugees. They have been 
housed in camps in Bangladesh since the 
country's independence from Pakistan in 


About 250,000 Urdu-speaking Muslims, 
known as Biharis after the region in India 
from which they originated, have remained in 
more than 70 refugee camps. 

The Biharis opted for Pakistan when the 
Bangladesh government asked them to 
choose a nationality after independence. 
Their repatriation has since been a conten- 
tious issue between Dhaka and Islamabad. 

ThoughZia-ul-Haq,whowaskilledin 1988 
in a mysterious plane crash, set up a trust lo 


mobilised fora big thrustagainst 
Ershad." 

The campaign is expected to 
culminate in a nation-wide 
protest on July 29, he said. 

Ershad. a former army gen- 
eral, has said he will be a can- 
didate for next May’s elections. 
“This will be my last tenure in 


office,” he said yesterday, “And I 
myself want the elections to be 
free and fair.” 

The opposition accuses 
Ershad and his Jatiya, or Peo- 
ple’s Party of rigging presidential 
and parliamentary elections 
since he took power in a blood- 
less coup in 1982. 


raise money for the repatriation, Mrs Bhutto 
refused to take the refugees to Pakistan when 
she visited Bangladesh last year, Ijaz said. 


Ijaz, who quit his career as a banker to enter 
politics after his father's death, is leading a ] 9- 
member delegation of opposition politicians 
and journalists to Bangladesh. 
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Bush briefs cabinet 
on summit results 

We re very satisfied 1 ; ‘everybody was basically upbeat...’ 


ViASfflNGTON. July 13, {AP): President George Bush won a round 
of applause from his cabinet yesterday and briefed congressional 
leadws about a week of summitry on two continents where be says US 
positions got “good consideration.'' 

^ s ? UsGc ?r Busb lold reporters on Wednesday night on 
the fhgnt home from Houston, Texas, after a three-day s ummi t with 
leaders of six other major industrial democracies. 

The president was greeted by an ovation from his cabinet at the first 
of two bnefrags on the Houson talks and the earlier North Atlantic 



HOUSTON. July 13, (Reuter): Following is a par- 
tial text of the final communique issued at the 
summit of the Group of Seven leading industrial 
democracies. 

- J._.{ We) celebrate the renaissance of democracy 
throughout much of the world. We welcome 
unreservedly the spread or multiparty democracy, 
the practise or Tree elections, the freedom of expres- 
sion and assembly. the increased respect for human 
rights, the rule of law. and the increasing recogni- 
tion or the principles of the open and competitive 
economy. These vents proclaim loudly man's 
inalienable rights: When people are free to choose, 
they choose freedom ... 

4. Around the world, we are determined to assist 
other people to achieve and sustain economic pros- 
perity and political freedom. We will support their 
efforts with our experience, resources, and goodwill 

The international economic situation 

5. ... Unemployment remains high in a number of 
countries, inflation, although considerably lower 
than in the early 1980s. is a matter of serious 
concern in some countries and requires considera- 
ble vigilance. External imbalances have been 
reduced in the United Slates and Japan, whereas in 
other countries they have increased. Continuing 
adjustment remains a requirement in order to coun- 
ter protectionist pressures. Alleviate uncertainties 
in financial and exchange markets, and contribute 
to avoiding pressures on interest rates ... 

6 . In the developing world ... serious efforts — in 
some cases by new leadership — to implement 
economic adjustment and market-oriented policies 
have begun to yield positive results and should be 
continued ... 

International monetary developments and 
policy co-ordination 

14. We welcome the prospect of a unified, 
democratic Germany which enjoys full sovereignty 
without discriminatory constraints. German econ- 
omic, monetary. and social union will contribute to 
improved non-inflationary global growth and to a 
reduction of external imbalances. This process will 
promote positive economic developments in cen- 
tral and eastern Europe ... 

Measures aimed at economic efficiency 
16. We emphasise the widespread need for fur- 
ther steps to promote regulatory reform and 
liberalise areas such as retail trade, telecommunica- 
tions. transport, labour markets and financial 
markets, as well as to reduce industrial and agricul- 
tural subsidies, improve tax systems, and improve 
labour-force skills though education and training 

The international trading system 

19. The successful outcome of the Uruguay 
round (of trade talks) has the highest priority on the 
international economic agenda. Consequently, we 
stress our determination to take the difficult 
political decisions necessary to achieve far-reach- 
ing. substantial results in all areas of the Uruguay 
round by the end of this year. We instruct our 
negotiators to make progress and in particular to 
agree on the complete profile of the final package 
by the July meeting of the trade negotiations com- 
mittee ... 

21. .As regards agriculture, achieving the long- 
term objective of the of agricultural policies is 
critical to permit the greater liberalisation of trade 
in agricultural products. Experience has shown the 
high cost of agricultural policies which tend to 

-create surpluses. The outcome of the GATT 
negotiations on agriculture should lead to a better 
balance between supply and demand and ensure 
that agricultural policies do not impede the effec- 
tive functioning of international markets. We 
therefore reaffirm our commitments to the long- 
term objective of the reformn. i.e., to allow market 
signals to influence agricultural production, and to 
establish a fair and market-oriented agricultural 
trading system. 

22. The achievement of this objective requires 
each of us to make substantial, progressive reduc- 
tions in support and protection of agriculture — 
covering internal regimes, market access, and 
export subsidies ... the negotiations on agriculture 
should therefore be conducted in a framework that 
... should contain specific assurances that ... par- 
ticipants would reduce not only internal support 
but also export subsidies and import protection in a 
related way. 

23. Agreement on such a framework by the time 
of the July meeting of the trade negotiations com- 
mittee is critical to the successful completion of the 
Urucuay round as whole. Accordingly, we com- 
mend to" our neeotkitore the text submitted by the 
chairman of the agricultural negotiating group as a 
means to intensify the negotiations ... 

25. ... concerning subsidies, rules are needed 
which will effectively discipline domestic subsidies 
so as to avoid trade distortions, competitive sub- 
sidisation. and trade conflicts, improved disci- 
plines must also cover countervailing measures so 
that they do not become harriers to trade. 

Reform in Central and Eastern Europe 

34. Wc and other countries should assist Central 
jnd Eastern European nations that are firmly com- 
mitted to economic and political reform. Those 
providing help should favour countries that 
implement such reforms ... 


- 39. We expect the new European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) to play 
a key role in fostering investment in those countries 
and to contribute to orderly transitions towards 
-market economies and a sound basis for 
democracy. We urge the rapid entry into force or 
the bank. 

The Soviet Union 

42. Wc discussed the situation in the Soviet 
Union, and exchanged views regarding the message 
that Soviet President Gorbachev sent us several 
days ago on his economic plans. We welcome the 
efforts underway in the Soviet Union la liberalise 
and to create a more open, democratic, and plural- 
istic Soviet society, and to move towards a market- 
oriented economy. These measures deserve our 
support. The success of perestroika depends upon 
the determined pursuit and development of these 
reform efTorts. In particular, we welcome President 
Gorbachev's suggestion for a sustained economic 
dialogue. 

43. We have all begun, individually and collec- 
tively. to assist these reform efforts. We all believe 
that technical assistance should be provided now to 
help the Soviet Union move to a market -oriented 
economy and to mobilise its own resources. Some 
countries are already in a position to extend large- 
scale financial credits. 

44. We also agreed that further Soviet decisions 
to introduce more radical steps towards a market- 
oriented economy, to shift resources substantially 
away from the military sector and to cut support to 
nations promoting regional conflict will all 
improve die prospect for meaningful and sustained 
economic assistance. 

45. We have taken note of the decision of the 
European Council in Dublin on June 26. We have 
agreed to ask the IMF. the World Bank, the OECD 
and the designated president of the EBRD to 
undertake, in dose consultation with the commis- 
sion of the European communities, a detailed study 
of the Soviet economy, to make recommendations 
for its. reform and to establish the criteria under 
which Western economic assitance could effec- 
tively support these reforms, This work should be 
completed by year's end and be convened by the 
IMF... 

The developing nations 

48. We reiterate that our commitment lo the 
developing world will not be weakened by the 
support for reforming countries in Central and 
Eastern Europe. The poorest of the developing 
natibns must remain the focus of spedal attention 

Third World debt 

57. The adoption by debtor nations of strong 
economic reform programmes with the IMF and 
World Bank remains at the heart of the debt 
strategy, and u prerequisite for debt and debt 
service reduction within commecia I bank financing 
packages ... 

58. For countries implementing courageous 
reforms, commercial banks should lake realistic 
and constructive approaches in their negotiations 
to conclude promptly agreements on financial 
packages including debt reduction, debt-service 
reduction and new money. 

59. . .. We encourage the Paris Club to continue 
reviewing additional options to address debt bur- 
dens. In the case of the lower middle-income coun- 
tries implementing strong reform programmes, we 
encourage the Paris Club to lengthen the 
repayment period, taking account of the special 
situation of these countries ... 

The environment 

62. . .. Environmental challenges such as climate 
change, ozone depletion, deforestation, marine 
pollution, and loss of biological diversity require 
closer and more effective international co-opera- 
tion and concrete action. 

63. Climate change is ofkey importance. We are 
committed to undertake common efforts to limit 
emissions of greenhouse gases. 

66. We are determined to take action to increase 
forests, while protect ing existing ones and recognis- 
ing the sovereign rights of all countries to make use 
of their nat ura I resou rces. 

67. We are ready to begin negotiations, in the 
appropriate fora, as expeditiously as possible on a 
global forest convention or agreement, which is 
needed to curb deforestation, protect biodiversity, 
stimulate positive forestry actions, and address 
threats to the world’s forests. The convention or 
agreement should be completed as soon as possible, 
but no later than 1 992 ... 

68. We will expand co-operation to combat 
desertification, expand projects to conserve 
biological diversity, protect the Antarctic. and ass- 
ist developing countries in their environmental 
efforts ... 

Narcotics 

79. Effective procedures should be adopted to 
ensure that precursor and essential chemicals are 
not diverted lo manufacture illicit drugs. A task 
force ... should be created for this purpose. _ 

80. We support a strategy for attacking the 
cocaine trade as outlined in particular in the Car- 
tegena declaration. We recognise the importance of 
supporting all countries strongly engaged in the 
fight against drug trafficking. 




Treaty Organisation summit in London. He then reviewed the summit 
results in a separate session with leaders of both parties of Congress. 

Afterward, congressman Dante Fascell, chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, said everybody was “basically upbeat ... 
about what the United Stales was able to accomplish" in London and 
Houston. 

The Nato summit adopted changes that show “the Soviets need not 
fear Nato," Fascell said, adding that Bush was “absolutely right" to 
insist on further Soviet reforms as a condition of any direct US 
assistance. 

Bush declined to say whether 
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President Mikhail S. Gorbachev, 
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Oh No! Composite file photos of Britain's Trade and industry Secretary Nicholas Ridlev who in a magazine amcie nas accused Germany ot trying to 
lake Over Europe and said giving sovereignty to the European Community was like giving in to Adolf Hiller (Reurer wirepliotol 

Ridley returns under attack 

Criticised West Germany of seeking to dominate Europe 


LONDON, July 13. fAP): British Trade 
Secretary Nicholas Ridley returns today 
under attack for accusing West Germany of 
seeking to dominate Europe and comparing 
common market institutions with Adolf 
Hitler. 

Aides to Prime Minister Margaret That- 
cher indicated today that she would leave it up 
to Ridley whether to resign, according to 
Press Association. Britain's domestic news 
agency. 

Mrs Thatcher has not spoken to Ridley 
since the controversy erupted. Press Associa- 
tion quoted aides as saying. 

Ridley, who has been on a trade visit to 
Hungary, cancelled plans for a news con- 
ference this morning. 

He had withdrawn his controversial 
remarks hours after they were published yes- 
terday in the Spectator, a weekly London 
magazine of politics and current affairs. 

His outspoken interview produced angry 
reaction both in Germany and at home and 
British newspapers predicted today that 


Ridley's cabinet career, begun in 1983. was 
about to end. 

European Community officials declined to 
comment on the statements by Ridley, who 
inferred that fighting Hitter was preferable lo 
dealing with the economic challenge 
embodied by West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl. 

In Bonn.LulzSlavenhagen.asenioraideto 
Kohl, described the statement as “scan- 
dalous" “insulting” and “unprecedented.” 

Mrs Thatcher fielded a volley of complaints 
during her obligatory question hour in the 
lower house of Parliament. Opposition 
politicians demanded the resignation of 
Ridley, who is touring Hungary. 

She" repeatedly told members to accept 
Ridley's declaration that after reflection, he 
regretted the remarks, and “unreservedly 
withdraw them." 

Opposition members would not accept the 
retraction, and said Britain could not have its 
highest ranking trade official holding such 




Thatcher shakes hands with Gens- 
cher. (Heuler wirepholo) 


E. German firms agree to protect jobs: 

East German factories hit by strikes called by a 
powerful West German labour union agreed yester- 
day in a new contract to raise wages and protect the 
jobs of 350.000 workers. 

The contract is the biggest negotiated since East 
Germany formally entered the free market on July 1 
and merged its economy with West Germany's. 

The agreement came after a 47-hour bargaining 
session that ended early yesterday. (AP) 

* » * 

US Congress must act quickly on debt: 

The Treasury told Congress on Wednesday it must 
boost the federal debt limit to $3.5 1 trillion before il 
begins its August recess or a first-ever government 
default likely will occur before lawmakers return in 
September. 

The current debt limi t is S3 . 1 2 trillion a od the debt 
reached. 3.09 trillion on Monday. The nation's debt 
topped S3 trillion for the first time last April. 

“Treasury's current estimates show that the per- 
manent ceiling of S3. 12 trillion will be sufficient only 
until raid -August," Treasury Undersecretary Robert 
R. Glauber told the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee. (AP) 

* * * 

Con artists take $1 billion: con artists 
using bogus Pacific island banks and Central 
American “boiler room” operations have taken 
small US investors Tor more than SI billion over the 
last two years, according to state slock regulators. 

Crooks, mostly US-based promoters falsely claim- 
ing to be i n vol ved with overseas i n vestmen t program- 
mes. have victimised US consumers for SI. 1 billion, 
according to a study by the North American 
Securities Administrators Association. 

The 100-page report by the organisation of state- 
level Securities Regulators was presented on Thurs- 
day before a House of Representatives subcommittee 
looking into telemarketing fraud. (AP) 

• * * 

Nynex raises phone bill questions: Bac- 
chanalian bashes featuring prostitutes were annual 
staples for Nynex telephone company employees, 
and an investigation is under way to determine if the 
parties cost customers money, the Wall SlreeL Jour- 
nal reported on Thursday. 

The meetings, held for one week each year in 
Florida from 1984-88, allegedly involved improper 
contact between employees of Materiel Enterprises 
Co., the purchasing unit of New York telephone 
corporate parent Nynex. and about 30 company 
suppliers, the journal said. 

Authorities are trying to determine if there was a 
connection between supply orders and party atten- 
dance, and whether any deals made in Florida resul- 
ted in higher phone rates, the newspaper reported. Il 
said much of the tab for the parties was picked up by 
the suppliers. (AP) 

* * * 



Trademark 

Parliament passed lhe Iwsi reading ot a nademarv 
bill toughening measures against sellers or 
producers of pirare goods, in response to demands 
Irom the United Slates, senior Thai and US officials 
said yesterday. 

Once the bill passes two more readings, producers 
of goods imitaimg international brands will lace a 
line of up to $16,000 and lour years in prison, while 
sellers will lace half Ihose penalties 

Piclure shows a street vendor showing some of lhe 
lake Rolex watches he is selling m Bangkok. (Reuier 
wirephoto) 

Greece sees EMS membership by 1993: 

Greece will become a full member of the European 
Monetary System in 1993 if new government fiscal 
measures pay oIT, central bank governor Dimitris 
Halikias said on Thursday. 

“If the situation develops in line with the govern- 
ment's three-year plan then Greece will be in a posi- 
tion to join the EMS fixed exchange rate mechanism 
in 1993,” he said. 

The conservative government's three-year econ- 
omic programme aims for single-digit inflation by 
1993 and a public sector borrowing requirement 
representing less than 10 per cent of Gross Domestic 
Product. 

Inflation reached 2 1 .7 per cent in June. The public 
sector borrowing requirement Tor 1989 was 18.1 per 
cent of GDP, or 1.6 trillion drachmas ($9.8 billion). 


US retail sales up 

Washington. July 13 . iapi: 

Retail sales, bolstered by a big jump 
in department stone sales, shot upO.5 
per cent in June, posting the first 
increase in five months, the govern- 
ment said today. 

Tbe Commerce Department said 
sales rose to a seasonally adji^teo 
SI 47.82 billion last month, up 57S4 
million from May. 

The June increase came after three 
consecutive declines, something that 
had not happened since 1981, during 
the last recession. 


strident views against West Germany. 
Britain's largest trading partner. 

Labour leader Neil Kmnock said Ridley's 
remarks were “not just deeply offensive lo our 
allies and partners, but deeply damaging to 
our country 's interests. That man must go." 

He said Ridley remained in the cabinet 
because “his views are her views.** 

Thatcher replied that Ridley, who is renow- 
ned for sharing most stances with the British 
leader, had made statements that “did not 
represent the government’s view, nor indeed 
my own view." 

She complimented Bonn on how it ran its 
economy, and said Britain had taken steps to 
improve international co-operation. 

KJnnock retorted that on this basis, Ridley 
should be sacked for making comments so 
deeply divergent with the official line. 

Margaret Ewing, leader of the Scottish 
National Party.said Ridley's "unneighbouriy 
altitude" was "the worst example of little 
Englander behaviour that we have seen.” 


US orders 
to write off 
loans to 
Argentina 

NEW YORK. July 13. (AP): 
Federal regulators have ordered 
the nation's largest banks to 
write off as a loss large portions 
of about $14 billion in outstand- 
ing loans to economically trou- 
bled Brazil and Argentina. 

The order requires 36 affected 
banks to write off 20 per cent of 
about Sll billion in loans to 
Brazil and to increase write-offs 
of $2.9 billion in loans to Argen- 
tina to 60 per cent from 40. 

The write-off of Brazilian 
loans is the first required by 
federal authorities and comes as 
the South ‘American nation 
undertakes economic reform 
and is seeking new loans lo bol- 
ster industry. 

Brazil and Argentina are far in 
arrears on debt repayments. 
Neither country has negotiated 
debt forgiveness with the United 
States, a step taken by Mexico 
last year and Venezuela earlier 
this year. 

Bank officials speaking on 
condition of anonymity on Wed- 
nesday confirmed the receipt of 
letters ordering the write-downs 
in recent days from the 
interagency country exposure 
review committee. 

The panel consists of represen- 
tatives of the Federal Reserve 
Boa rd. I he office of the controller 
of the currency and the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp. It nor- 
mally does not announce its 
decisions. 

The action could force some of 
the banks to further boost 
reserves lo protect against losses 
from non-performing loans to 
developing nations, money that 
would be subtracted from 
profits. 


Kuwaiti dinars 


Declining food prices hold US inflation to 0.2pc; inflation up in Britain exchange rates 


WASHINGTON, July 13, (AP): Declining food 
and energey prices helped hold wholesale price 
inflation to a modest 0.2 per cent in June, despite a 
worrisome jump in the cost of other items, the 
government said today. 

The rise in the Labour Department’s producer 
price index for finished goods one stop short of the 
retail level followed a rise in May of 0.3 per cent 

It brought wholesale inflation for the first half of 
1990 to an annual rote of3.7 percent, compared with 
4.8 per cent for all of 1 989. 

The number was about what economists 


anticipated. However, prices for items outside the 
volatile food and energy sectors jumped 0.6 per cent 
in June, the steepest increase in a year and about 
double the expected rise. 

Analysis consider this so-called “core” rate a 
better indicator of underlying inflation pressures in 
the economy. However the jump follows a string of 
five moderate rises of 0.3 per cent or 0.2 percent. 

Automobile costs rose after months of generally 
flat or falling prices. 

Energy prices, which skyrocketed 13.7 per cent in 
January because of a severe cold snap, have declined 


every month since. They were down 0.9 per cent in 
June after dropping ! per cent in May. Fuel oil fell 
10.5 per cent and gasoline was down 1.3 per cent. 
Natural gas costs rose 0.4 per cent. 

Food prices lowered for the third time in four 
months. They dropped 0.4 percent last month after 
a 0.6 per cent increase in May. 

Prices for both fresh fruit and eggs jumped 6.7 per 
cent and vegetable prices rose 2.5 per cent. But. 
prices fell sharply for pasta, 7.4 per cent: pork, 3.4 
percent: chicken, 5.8 per cent, and fish, 14.7 percent. 

The fairly stiff increase in prices excluding food 


and energy could put a crimp in Federal Reserve 
plans to lower interest rates. The central bank 
usually attempts to quell inflation by slowing 
demand with high interest rates. 

Yesterday, Federal Reserve Chairman Alan 
Greenspan strongly suggested that he would cut 
rates to counter the dampening effects of an 
apparent pullback in bank lending. 

■ Meanwhile. Britain's retail prices rose 0.1 pier 
cent in June, pushing the annual inflation rale to 9.8 
per cent, its highesL level in eight years, the govern- 
ment said today. 


GENEVA. July 13. (Kuna); At the 
start of foreign exchange trading in 
Switzerland today, one Kuwaiti 
dinar was trading at 4.7828 Swiss 
francs, as against the closing rate 
yesterday of 4.8400. the Swiss- 
Kuwaiti Bank reported. 

Against the dinar, the German 
mark opened at 5.6434 {5.71 12), the 
pound sterling 1.8988 (1.9261), 
Japanese yen 506.6276 (511.4963), 
and the US dollar remained unchan- 
ged at 3.4364. 





US will push interest rates lower 


WASHINGTON, July 13, (AP): Federal 
reserve chairman Alan Greenspan sugges- 
ted yesterday the US Central Bank will 
push interest rates lower to ofTset an emer- 
ging credit crunch. 

His comments, to the Senate banking 
committee, launched rallies on the stock 
and bond markets and represented good 
news for President George Bush.who has 
been pounding on the Federal Reserve Tor 
months 10 cut interest rates. 

The administration needs lower rates to 
counteract the dampening effect on the 
economy if Congress and the White House 
lower spending and raise taxes as part of a 
deficit-reduction pact. 

Business owners have been saying since 
winter that banks have tightened lending 
standards in response to the savings and 


loan crisis, a softer economy and weaken- 
ing real estate markets. 

Until yesterday, however, Greenspan 
had said the Central Bank saw little 
evidence of a broad-based credit crunch 
affecting the economy nationally. 

In a sharp change from his assessment 
only three weeks ago, he told the commit- 
tee that slow growth in the US money 
supply and an increase in average interest 
rates on commercial loans indicate credit 
conditions may be tightening independent 
of Central Bank action. 

If that is in fact the case, it could have 
undesirable effects on the economy that 
the Federal Reserve would have to con- 
sider offsetting using monetary policy," he 
said. 

Such a shift would produce “a very 


modest change in the level of the federal 
funds rate.” the key rate banks charge one 
anoiher for overnight loans, he said. 

Financial markets rallied within min- 
utes of Greenspan’s comments* shortly 
after noon (1600 GMT). The Dow Jones 
average of industrial stocks jumped 14 
points within five minutes and held the 
gains through the afternoon to close at a 
record high. 

The Federal Reserve raises interest rales 
to combat inflation by slowing the econ- 
omy and lowers rates in an effort to pep up 
growth if the economy appears to be head- 
ing toward a recession. 

Its policy has remained unchanged since 
late December, with the federal funds rate 
averaging around 8.25 per cent. Despite 


that, Greenspan said there is "some 
evidence” commercial loan rates are edg- 
ing higher. 

"This suggests a market tightening of 
modest dimensions," he said, adding, "we 
don't consider that a tightening at this 
stage would be desirable." 

“It’s not that we are seeing the economy 
eroding ... it’s that we're seeing that we’re 
getting more credit tightening in the 
market than we had, as far as our policy 
stance is concerned, planned," he said. 

“We are monitoring the situation on a 
day-by-day basis." he said. 

It is rare for the Central Bank's chair- 
man to so strongly signal the future direc- 
tion of interest rates. Usually he declines 
comment on the subject or uses 
deliberately ambiguous language. 


Recession possible 

Loss of jobs 

WASHINGTON, July 13, (Reuter): A mounting toll of job losses in US 
manufacturing industries may soon spread to the service sector and make the 
world’s largest economy more vulnerable to recession, analysts say. 

Hundreds of thousand of Americans in basic businesses from carmaking to 
metalworking have lost their jobs in the past year and that is slowly spreading 
fear among consumers who fuel expansion through their purchases. 

"it's all part or a process in which economic activity seems to be grinding 
slowly to a halt," commented David Jones, chief economist with Aubrey 
Lanston and Co. in New York. 

Cautious consumers rein in spending because they worry about their job, 
plants lay people off as sales declines ana eventually the whole of the economy 
slows. 

Manufacturing companies that make long-lasting durable goods account for 
20 to 25 per cent of total job opportunities and they have long been seen as the 
backbone or America. 

More foreign sales of US- made goods are seen asa possible saviour because of 
strong markets in countries like Germany, but may not be enough to ofTset 
seeping weak ness at home. “The problem is we buy an awful lot more Mercedes 
than we do Chevralets.” Jones remarked. 

The rest of the work opportunities are in service industries, not simply low- 
paying “hamburger-flipper*' jobs but also highly skilled health care, financial 
and real estate. Those jobs have been increasing, though more slowly in 1990, 
while manufacturing jobs shrink. 

The Labour Department said last Friday that 30.000 US factory jobs were 
lost in June alone. 

“Since the current slide in manufacturing employment began in the spring of 
1989. job losses have totalled 335,000, with especially large declines in durable 
goods industries such as electrical equipment, autos, fabricated metals and 
machinery," said Janet Norwood, commissioner of the Bureau of Labour 
Statistics. 

Somewhat ominously, says economist Jones, the pace of job growth in service 
industries also has begun to slow. Excluding temporary employees hired to 
count Americans for the 10-year census, service jobs have expanded by an 
average 1 22.000 a month for the past three months compared with 203,000 a 
month over the past 1 2 months. 

“It doesn't say we're going to be in recession tomorrow," Jones said, “both 
does suggest the economy is on a downward glide path perhaps towards a hard 
landing rather than the soft landing the Fed wants." 
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‘I will 
not butt 
in,’ says 
Bush 

WASHINGTON. July 13, 
(UPI): President George Bush 
pledged Wednesday not to inter- 
fere in the investigation of his son 
Neil’s role in the SI billion 
collapse of a Denver savings and 
loan but conceded, “this is not 
easy for me as a father.” 

The president's comments at 
the conclusion of the Houston 
economic summit occurred as a 
federal government agency said it 
was considering suing his son and 
others in the billion-do liar failure 
of Silverado Banking, Savings 
and Loan. 

“I agree that the president 
ought to stay out of it and that the 
system ought to work,” Bush said. 
“And I have great confidence in 
the integrity and bonom of my 
SUL 

“And if he’s done something 
w rung, the system will _ digest 
that,”l®saM, 

At a news conference in Denver 
Wednesday, the younger Bush 
declined to speculate on the pos- 
sibility of a lawsrat against him. 

He reiterated his previous 
deduction of integrity saying, “I 
acted prudently. I act responsibly. 
I acted and took my respoo- 
sibitities serioddy and acted with 
diligence.” 

News reports disclosed the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp^ 
the agency that insures deposits at 
the nation's banks and thrifts, is 
planning to press a $200 million 
lawsuit against Neil Bush, a direc- 
tor at the Denver thrift seized by 
the government in 1988, and other 
officers. 

$1 b losses 

The reports said an FD1C smt, 
charging uegligeuce and not 
fraud, would seek to recover some 
of the $1 billion in losses — that 
taxpayers are being asked to 
make good — from speculative 
lending and other high-flying 
transactions at Silverado, making 
such a suit one of the largest 
claims ever filed by the govern- 
ment agency. 

Despite his pledge to “let the 
system work,” the president said 
“tins is not easy for me, as a 
father. It's easy for me as the 
president because the system is 
going to work and I will not 
intervene.” 

“I\e not discussed this with any 
officials and suggested any out- 
come,” he said, noting the 
Silverado case is taking its 
emotional toll on the first family. 

“It’s tough on people in public 
life to some degree,” tire president 
said “And I've got three other 
sons and they all want to go to the 
barricades. 

“They want to do what any 
other ... kids would do. And I say, 
“you calm down now, we're in a 
different role now. You can't react 
like you would if your brother was 
picked on in a street fight.” That's 
not the way the system works.” 

Alan Whitney, a spokesman for 
tire FDIG, said “no final derision 
has been made” on a Silverado 
lawsuit. 

“We have acknowledged in the 
ast we were investigating 




were grounds for a soil against 
Silverado's officers, directors and 
others (such as) lawyers and 
accountants,” WhJjntTy added 
It is believeti that the final 
decision on fifing the suit would 
Tall to FDIC chairman William 
Scidman, who has bad bitter dif- 
ferences with the president over 
the bailout of the nation's battered 
savings industry* 
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US Attorney General Dick Thornburgh said Thursday that if the evidence 
warranted the US would prosecute Nell Bush. President Bush's son. accused of 
breaking rules as a director of savings and loan institution. (Reuter wirephoto) 

OECD reports 

Developing nations’ debts 

PARIS, July 13, (Kuna): Total external debt of developing countries 
increased to $1 .322 billion at the end of 1 989, $9 billion more than at the 
end of 1 988 but S7 billion less than at the end of 1 987, accordi ng to figures 
just released here by the Paris-based OECD. 

Total debt service in 1989 amounted to SI 70 billion, unchanged from 
the 1988 level compared to 1 54 billion in 1987. 

The debt service rise in 1988 was mainly attributed to higher inter- 
national interest rates combined with repayments of past interests 
arrears to banks and export credit agencies. 

The debt of European Least Development Countries rt.DC) remained 
stable in 1989 at $120 billion, with debt service rising from 19 billion in 

1987 to 22 billion in 1989. 

The debt ofNorth Africa and the Middle East, some 2 1 5 billion both in 

1988 and 1989, was made up largely of commercial finance with total 
' export credits and bank loans accounting for nearly 75 per cent or that 
total, and a further 9 per cent representing Development Assistance 
Committee (DAQ and Official Development Assistance (ODA) debt, 
mainly to Egypt and Israel. 

Debt service payments for that group of countries were largely 
conditional on changes in international interest rates and total debt 
service rose from S25 billion dollars in 1987 to an estimated 32 billion in 
1989. 


Second time in 1 4 months 


Japan’s trade 
surplus widens 


TOKYO, July 13, (AP): Japan’s 
trade surplus expanded 28 per 
cent in June to $6.72 billion, only 
the second time in 14 months it 
had climbed from a year earlier, 
the Ministry of Finance reported 
yesterday. 

The country's surplus with the 
United States, however, narr- 
owed to $3.25 billion in June 
from $3.62 billion in June 1989. 
The 10 per cent decline was good 
news in the wake of a recent 
agreement aimed at reducing 
trade frictions. 

Japan's trade surplus with the 
European Economic Commun- 
ity in June expanded to $1.59 
billion from $1.53 billion the 
previous year. 

For the first six months of the 
year, Japan's overall merchan- 
dise trade suroiusshrank 22.8 per 
cent to $25.79 billion from $33.39 


billion in the year-earlier period, 
the ministry said. 

Imports for the six months 
totalled $108.15 billion, up 5.6 
per cent from $102.43 billion the 
year before. Exports slipped 1.4 
per cent to $138.94 billion from 
SI 35.84 billion. 

Foreign Ministry officials 
attributed the June reversal to a 
drop in import values resulting 
from a decrease in world com- 
modity prices and slowed domes- 
tic demand. At the same time, the 
export values of many big-ticket 
items sold by Japan grew, they 
said. 

Kazuko Mizuno, an econ- 
omist at Baring Securities 
(Japan) Ltd, said export growth 
had accelerated since the yen 
began depreciating rapidly at the 
beginning of the yea r. and import 
growth slowed. 


European consortium launches HDTV 


STRASBOURG, France. July 13. fAP): A European 
consortium of High Definition Television companies was 
launched Wednesday in a bid to make its version of razor- 
sharp pictures, wrapped in digital sound, acceptable 
world-wide. 

The consortium "Vision 1250” — so named as 
European HDTV screens feature 1.250 horizontal lines 
instead of 625 on conventional sets — is a multinational 
group that will make HDTV production facilities availa- 
ble to film and TV professionals. 

Its launch "may turn out to be a milestone.’’ said 
Antonio la Pergola, chairman of the European 


Parliament's Energy, Research and Technology Commit- 
tee. 

Vision 1250 follows a 1989 decision by the 12 European 
Economic Community governments to formulate a 
strategy to launch HDTV in Europe. 

La Pergola said Europe had “reduced significantly 
Japan's 10- year lead" in HDTV technology as the EEC's 
technology is compatible with existing TV standards. 

Japan and the United States have proposed a world- 
wide HDTV standard based on 1,125 horizontal lines. 
Conventional TV sets in the United States and Japan 
feature 525 horizontal lines. 
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McDonnell may sell 

aircraft operations 

Company burdened by debt 

SEATTLE, July 13, (UPI): McDonnell Douglas Corp. burdened by a huge debt and 

its production lines, may sell its mullibillion-dollar commercial aircraft opera I it ns. * • 

y Don Hanson, a spokesman at the company’s DouclasAirerafi Cn. division in Long Bc^h. 
denied that any sale of Douglas is pending. "McDonnell Douglas wilt not sell Douli«. . 

n °But a well-placed industry source who supplies parts to the company said he had roonved 
several upper-middle management employees at the Long Beach facility that the la m < 
operation is for sale. 


The source, who requested 
anonymity, said Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries of Japan has 
emerged as the most likely buyer. 

But a Mitsubishi officials in 
Japan said, “it is a surprise to us. 
We have no such plan. We can- 
not afford to buy them. It's 
unfounded speculation.” 

Still, sources said, John F. 
McDonnell, the chairman and 
chief executive officer of the St 
Louis-based company, is expec- 
ted to make a major announ- 
cement about the company 
today. 

The sources also said Douglas 
employees have been told that 
they could participate today in a 
question-and-answer session 
with McDonnell, but the topic of 
the session was not disclosed. 
Hanson also denied that such a 
session had been scheduled. 

“We’ve had rumours like this 
come by us before,” Hanson 
said. “But John McDonnell has 
’* said on more than one occasion 
that the future of the company 
lies with Douglas Aircraft." 

In 1989 the company's trans- 
port aircraft segment — which is 
largely composed of Douglas 
Aircraft — lost $222 million on 
sales of $4.74 billion, while the 
company as a whole earned $219 
million on revenues of $14.58 
billion. 

The losses stem largely from 
the costs of developing two 
major aircraft production 
programmes at Douglas: the 
MD-1 1 iumbojet and the C-17 
cargo plane. Douglas hope to 
begin deliveries of the MD-11, 
which first flew last January, by 
the end of this year following 
certification by the Federal Avia- 
tion Administration. 

Douglas has received orders 
that would total about $30 
billion once the buyers exercise 
their options. Each plane has a 
price tag of about $100 million. 

The C-17 is scheduled to make 
its first flight by next June. Two 
months ago, Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney recommended cut- 
ting back the C-17 programme 
from a previously planned 210 
aircraft to 120, which would cut 
$11.9 billion from the $41.8 
billion programme. 






De Benedetti regains control: industrialist carlo de bct- 

ederti has regained management control of leading Italian 
Araaldo Mondadori after a bitter seven-month battle to oust media 
tycoon Silvio Berlusconi. 

Allies of De Benedetti. whose business empire includes compiler 
maker Olivetti E Cie Spa. took two of the top three executive port* m a 
managerial shake-up on Tuesday night. (Reuter t 

Jordan tackles Petra Bank crisis: The Jordanian goveni- 

ment on Wednesday ordered ihc transfer of all deposit*. Irani the 
troubled Petra Bank io the mainly stale-owned Housing Bank. Mat e-run 
Petra news agency said. . „ , . , 

Bankers said the move was a de facto liquidation ul Petra Bank, until 
recently one of Jordan's biggest commercial banks. 

In an interview with the news agency. Central Bank Governor 
Mohammed Said Nabulsi assured Petre depositors that the (.rntra. 
Bank would guarantee their savings. 

He told the news agency the interests of Petra Bank s 7UP employees 

would be taken care of. (Reuter) 

* * • 

French takeover Motel Six: The French group Accor, a 

world-wide leader in the hotel, restaurant and service sectors. .announced 
in Paris on Friday it was taking over the American Motel Six Corpora- 
tion. 

Accor is expected to make its takeover bid on the American group by 
next Wednesday. July 18. with 1 00 percent of Motel Six' shares estimated 
at some $1.3 billion. 

With the acquisition of Motel Six Corporation, which comprises :*>* 
hotels all over tne United States. Accor will become the number one hotel 
group in the world with a total of 1 60.000 hotel rooms under its control. 
(Kuna) 

« • * 

Polish investors fear scam: Dozens of angry investors 
besieged the office ofa Polish financier on Wednesday after it dosed for 
lack of funds and a newspaper reported the dealer may have vanished 
abroad. 

The Solidarity daily Gazeta Wyborcra said employees of Lech 
Grobelny, once Warsaw's best-known black market currency dealer, 
had closed his BK.O (safe savings bank) after telling -a prosecutor it had 
run out of money. 

“Creditors can make claims at the district court," said a sign on the 
door. Some of the 24 employees were inride but did not answer the 
doorbell or telephone. (Reuter) 

* • • 

Trilateral airline package: Singapore .Airlines isi a>. Delia 

Airlines and Swissair have further extended their areas of co-operation 
with the launch of three joint fare packages early this month. 

The packages offered by the three airlines, which last year formed the 
world’s first “global airline alliance", are the round-the-world, circle trip 
excursion and trans-Atlantic easy fare. 

The round-the-worid package, priced at $2300 for departure* from 
Singapore, globe-trotters can use any of the three airlines. Passengers 
have a choice of routing options with convenient connections. 
Debt-for-scholarship swap: Harvard University plans to buy about S5 
million of Ecuador’s debt to finance scholarships for Ecuadoran 
students, officials said Wednesday. 

"It'sa rather special situation that provides a model that could be built 
on for other countries in simitar circumstances.’' Harvard President 
Derek C. Bok said. 

The elaborate “debt-for-scholarship swap” essentially converts a 
portion of Ecuador's SI 1 billion foreign debt into cash for education. 


Poland passes bill to privatize state industry 


WARSAW, July 13, (AP); Poland’s Solidarity-led 
government took its radical economic reform plan 
another step today as Parliament passed a bill to 
quickly privatize the more than 90 per cent of 
industry owned by the state. 

The long-delayed legislation sailed through the 
Sejm or lower house of Parliament on a 328-2 vote 
with 39 abstentions. A separate bfll to create an 
agency to oversee the changes passed unanimously. 

The legislation must be affirmed by the Senate on 
July 19, but with 99 of 100 Senators elected from 
Solidarity it was not expected to face opposition. 


Hie bills allow for the sale of shares of stale 
enterprises under the agency for ownership trans- 
formations, which will evaluate companies and put 
those in best shape up for sale first. 

“The ownership changes must be completed more 
quickly than in any country that has attempted it 
before us," Finance Minister Leszek Balccrowicz 
said yesterday in introducing the legislation. 

“Without a decisive change in the ownership of 
the economy, further progress of the reforms is not 
possible, he added. 



CENTRAL BANK OF KUWAIT, on behalf of the Ministry of Finance of 
the State of Kuwait, hereby announces the offering of TREASURY 
BEARER BILLS in Kuwaiti Dinar for SUBSCRIPTION in compliance with 
the following Rules and Regulations: 

1. AMOUNT OF ISSUE: 

The Amount of this Issue is KD 75 million distributed over THREE 
Denominations as follows: 

KD 50 000, KD 250 000, KD 500 000 

2. ISSUE DATE : Wednesday 19 / 7/1990 

3. DUE DATE : Wednesday 17 / 10 / 1990 

4. OFFERING PERIOD: 

From: Saturday 14/7/1990 

To : Tuesday 17/7/1990 

5. ALLOTMENT: Wednesday 1S/7/1990 

6. DELIVERY OF BILLS: 

After one week following the date of submitting the application 

7. The Provisions of this Issue shall be subject to the Rules and Condition 

stipulated in the Announcement for Subscription in issue No. (1) fnrTrvw S 
Bills, published in the Local Newspapers of Saturday, November 21 19H7 
and in the Official Gazette (Kuwait Al-Youm) No.1746 issued 
November 22, 1987. Sunday, 


* 






9.00 Holy Quran 

9.15 AJ Bad A1 Khamasi: 
cartoons 

9.40 iftah Ya Simsim 
(Sesame Street) 

10.10 Good Morning 

10.30 Wad A1 Nahar. Arabic 
serial: starring Azza 
Kamal, Moustafa 
Fahmi 

11.15 Sabah A1 Khair: 
(Good Morning) 

12.00 A1 Kanar. Araic serial. 
Starring: Hind Kamel. 
Nazar AI Samarai, 
May Jamal, Fawzi 
Mahdi 

1.00 News Summary 

1.05 World News via 
Satellite 

1.30 Al Sanafen cartoon 
serial 

2.00 Cartoons 

2.30 Surkhat Nadm: Gulf 
serial, starring Ali 
Hassan, Maryam 
Saleh, Saad Bu 
Rashid, Basma 
Hamada 

3.00 Min Hadei AJ Quran: 
religious programme 

3.30 Al Asdiqah: The 
Friends. Arabic serial. 
Part 2. Featuring Jalal 
Sharqawi, Laila 

' Hamada, Hala Sudqi, 
Farouk Najib. 

5.30 Adventures: cartoon 
serial 

6.00 Young Artists: chil- 
dren's serial 

6.30 Noor Al Islam: 
religious programme 
prepared and presen- 
ted by Ahmad Abdul 
Qadir 

8.00 Nadwah Al Usbooh: 
weekly discussion 

9.00 News in Arabic 

9.45 Raqeeb La Yanam: 
“The Vigilantes." 
Arabic series. Star- 
ring: Ahmad Mazhar, 
Sumiya Al Alfi. Mahi 
Ismael 

11.00 Saleek Lakin Shuara: 
Arabic serial 

12.00 News Summary 

12.05 World News via 

Satellite 

12.25 Holy Quran/CIose- 
down 


SUNDAY 

July 15 

6.00 Holy Quran 

6.10 IVfacoron I: cartoon 
serial 

6.30 The Beachcombers: 

“The Long Way 
Home.” Nick and 
John help old DulTy 
find his long-lost son. 
Starring: Bruno 

Gerussi, Robert 

Clothier. 

7.00 Natural World: The 
Haida Qwai: Island of 
the People. 

8.00 News in English 

8.40 Made in Kuwait: Local 
series on products 
manufactured in fac- 
tories around Kuwait 
Also, a look at local 
industrial develop- 
ment. 

9.30 E.N.G. "Forest of the 
Night.” Jake's 
paranoi affects his 
work: and the team 
has to find an alter- 
native to fill crucial 
spots on TV. 

10.00 The Lenny Henry 
Show: Lenny's comic 
spectacular punc- 
tuated with songs. 

10.30 Best Seller: "Kane and 
AbeL" based on Jef- 
frey Archer's best-sell- 
ing novel of the same 
name. Florentina, 
Abel's daughter, falls 
in love with Kane's 
son. Starring: Peter 
Strauss, Sam O'Neil. 

12.00 News in Brief 

12.10 Magazine D'Actualite/ 
Closedown 

MONDAY 

July 16 

6.00 HolyQnran 

6.10 Cartoons 

6.30 Only One Earth: 

Examines water pollu- 
tion and its impact on 
the quality of life. . 

7.00 Roving Report: KTV 
presents roundup of 
regional and world 
news. 

7.30 Charies-in-Charge: 
Charles marries 
another woman; and 
the family try to recon- 
cile differences bet- 
ween Charles and his 
former flame, Ste- 
phanie. 

8.00 News in English 


8.40 Face to Face: Interview 
with Mohammad 
Hamad Al Roorai, 
director of the Com- 
puter Department at 
the Ministry of 
Interior. 

9.10 Jake and the Fat Man: 
Jake gets some help 
from Alexis to inves- 
tigate a series of 
crimes. 

9.40 The People Next Door: 
“Town WithoutPily.” 
Walter's imagination 
goes haywire when he 
tries to caricature his 
new home town. 

10.30 The New Mission 

Impossible: "The 

Berlin Wall." Secret 
agents rescue a girl 
taken hostage by the 
East Germans. 

11.30 News in Brief 

11.40 Magazine D'Actualhe/ 
Closedown 

TUESDAY 

July 17 

6.00 HotyQnran 

6.10 Chic and Dale's Res- 
cue: cartoon serial 

6.30 The New Mickey 
Mouse Cluh: A variety 
show for young 
viewers. 

7.00 International Over- 
doorsman: “Alligators 
in the Wild.” A look at 
alligators in the 
swamps of Louisiana. 

7.30 Kate and AEfie: "Better 
Never Than Late." 
AJlie's mother-in-law 
pays a surprise visit 
and claims her grand- 
son. Comedy. 

8.00 News in Englfei 

8.30 Yon and the Law: A 
weekly programme on 
Kuwaiti laws; 
prepared by the 
Interior Ministry. 

8.40 Border Town: A white 
boy adopted by an 
Indian chief js 
reclaimed by his 
relatives. 

9.00 Horizon: The sharpest 
show of the Universe. 
A look at a giant teles- 
cope launched in 
space. 

10.00 Perfect Strangers: 
Balki and Larry plan 
to join a karate club. 
Comedy. 

10.30 Best SeDer “The For- 
tunes of War" Guy 


brushes up his acting 
skills as the war con- 
tinues. 

12.30 News in Brief 

12.40 Magazine D'Actualite/ 
Closedown 

WEDNESDAY 

July 18 

6.00 HolyQnran 

6.10 The Karate Kid: car- 
toon serial 

6.30 Alf: “Promises, 

Promises." Alf steps in 
to sort out a feud bet- 
ween father and 

' daughter. 

7.00 PJVL Magazine: A 
magazine featuring 
science news from 
around the world. 

8.00 News in English 

8.40 Chart Attack: Top 
twenty songs from 
Europe. 

9.10 Paradise: Dead Run. 
Emilia is kidnapped 
and tortured; Ethan 
plans a rescue opera- 
tion. 

10.00 Witness to Survival: 
Real-life stories about 
courage and determin- 
ation to survive. 

10.30 Feature Film: "Bull- 
shot.” A scientist who 
has invented a sub- 
stitute of oil is kidnap- 
ped; his daughter seeks 
help to rescue him. 
Comedy. 

12.00 News in Brief 

12.10 Magazine D’Actualhe/ 
Closedown 

THURSDAY 

July 19 

6.00 HolyQnran 

6.10 Cartoons 

6.30 My Secret Identity: 
Andrew wants to help 
his girl friend solve a 
problem. 

7.00 Star Trek: “The 

Outrageous Okona." 
The Okona seeks sanc- 
tuary on the Enter- 
prise; trouble breaks 
out after another 
spaceship claims 
Okona has stolen the 
captain's jewellery. 
What is the secret 
behind Okona? 

8.00 News in English 

8.40 Adventurer: Jack sails 
towards an island 
where he hopes to find 
a hidden treasure. 

9.30 Paid Daniel Magic 
show 


6.00 Holy Quran 

6.10 Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles; cartoon serial 

6.30 Abracadabra: Time 
Tunnel. 

7.00 The Hogan Family: 
“Faulty Attraction.” 
Sandy's former hus- 
band comes back into 
her life. 

7.30 The Last Frontier: 
“Shark Reef.” John 
Stone sails to the 
Caribbean Sea to 
study sharks in their 
natural habitat. 

8.00 News in English 

8.40 Murder, She Wrote; 

9.30 Adventures in 
Space.. 

10.30 Saturday movie: Joh- 
nny Belinda. It's the 
story of a deaf-mute 
girl. 

12.00 News in brief 

12.10 Magazine D Ac- 

tualite/CIosedown 



KTV 2. Friday, 10:00 pm — Docior Doctor 


10.00 B01 Cosby Show: “Mis- 
ter Sandman." ClifT 
volunteers to take his 
daughter to dance les- 
sons.... Starring: Bill 
Cosby. Phylicia 
Rashad. 

10.30 Thursday Night Movie: 
“Sweet Revenge." 

12.00 News in Brief 

12.10 Magazine D'Actualite/ 
Closedown 

FRIDAY 

July 20 

6.00 Holy Quran 

6.10 Cartoons 

6.30 Family Feature Film: 
"The Wonderful 
World of Disney.” 
The story of Hamad, 
who is kidnapped 
from Bahrain and 
taken to an island. 

8.00 News in English 

8.40 Breaking Away: A look 
at what’s on in 
Kuwait. 

8.50 T & T: “Hard Way 
Home.” Kidnap and 
ransom demands form 
the theme of this 
episode. Starring: Mr. 
T. 

9. 1 5 Globe TV: A Ticket to 
die world. 

10.00 Doctor Doctor: Dr 
Michael disagrees 
with the way in which 
their clinic is run; and 
the doctors almost 
break up. Comedy. 

10.30 The Men: “Thomas." 
Paul wants to write an 
expose on police 
corruption. 

11.30 News in Brief 

11.35 Magazine D'Actualite/ 
Closedown 


Al Andalus 

Jazira Al Shaitan (Arabic) 
Starring: Adel imam, Yusra 

AlSahniya 

Taht Al Sifr (Arabic) 

Starring: Salah Saadani, Najla 
Fathi 

AlHamra 

AJ Falaheen Ahham (Arabic) 
Starring: Saeed Saleh. 

Hayatem 
Drive-In 

Jazira Al Shaitan (Arabic) 
Starring: Adel Imam, Yusra 
Al Firdous 
Eshwarl Hindi) 

Starring: Anil Kapoor, Vijay 
Shanti 

Fab abed Open-Air 
Bhrashtachar (Hindi) 
Starring: Rekha, Rishi Kapoor 
AlFabaheel 

Oru Vadakkan Veeragadha 
(Malaya lam) 

AI Jahra 

Tenzan: The Ultimate Mission 

Granada 

Closed 

Snlaibikhat 

Hanafi Al Abhahu (Arabic) 
AlJleeb 

Ramji Rao Speaking 
(Malayalam) 

Ahmadi Drive-in 
Soldiers Terminators 



Fajr 

Znhr 

Asr 

Maghreb 

Isfaa 


3.24 am 
11.54 
3.28 pm 
6.50 
8.20 


Approb ‘Who's Who' directory 

THE Association of Pakistani 
Professionals and Businessmen 
(Approb) is planning to publish 
a “Who's Who" directory of 
prominent Pakistani profes- 
sionals and businessmen 
resident in Kuwait by January 
1991. The directory aims at 
providing information about 
all Pakistanis proficient and 
distinguished in their profes- 
sions and businesses. 

Data forms are available free 
of cost from Approb executive 
board members and ot her loca- 
tions. For further details con- 
tact Approb on Tel. No. 
2425315. Fax 5323751, P.O. 
Box 2351. Salmiya, 22024 Sal- 
miya, Kuwait. 

A copy of the directory will 
be given free of charge to all 
individuals whose names will 
appear in the directory. 

Kapilku 

July 19: Kapilku awards cer- 
tificates of attendance to those 
who attended tailoring, bookk- 
eeping, basic accounts and 
basic computer courses. The 
ceremony will be held al Al 
Araliya Restaurant. 8 pm. 
Philippine Ambassador 
Mauyag Mohammad Tamano 
! will be the chief guest. Buffet 
dinner, K.D 3 per person. 
Proceeds will go towards the 
school fund. 

Those who attended self- 
improvement classes are asked 
to contact Sarah Macarim- 
bang. Tele: 4839009. 4839889, 
4843447. 

July 14: The Ambassador 
also invites the French com- 
munity to a reception, from 7 to 
9 pm, at the Meridien Hotel. 
Jahra Ballroom. 

Summerbelle ’90 

Aug 2: United Goans Centre 
will hold Summerbelle '90 al 
the SAS Hotel’s The Tent. Top 
Ranks and Hunican Alley in 
attendance. For reservations 
call Tony 2612024; Cyril 
253930; Joe 5655140. 

E>Th^tire^-; ' r - ^\ 


Natya B ha rati 

Natya Bharad calls amateur 
dramatists to audition for their 
fourth Hindi production enti- 
tled “Badi Buaji" (The Big 
Aunt), a full-length comedy 
which will be performed in mid- 
October. Required a female 
lead, young smart lady, past 
stage experience would be an 
asset, two supporting actresses, 
character actors, a middle-aged 
man with a good personality 
and two young men in their 
early 30s. Genuinely interested 
people who plan to slay in 
Kuwait during summer 
holidays can contact 4880965 
or 5623810 after 1.30 pm or 
3721545 after 8.30 am for fur- 
ther details. 

Goan drama 

Sept 21: Goan comedy king 
Bab Prince Jacob will present 
the comedy "Pergaum” 
(announcement) at Indian Arts 
Circle. The programme will be 
organised by Menino de San- 
vordem. For details call Fer- 
nandes: 24356S5; 2435688. 


Sur §angeet 

July 19: A musical evening will 
be presented by Sur San gee l 
group to say farewell to outgo- 
ing Indian Second Secretary 
S.M. Mathur. Singers par- 
ticipating in the show include 
Valencia. Rosebud. Laxmi, 
Charlie, Shahnawaz Karim. 
Rock and Reggae 
July 22: 'Lets Rock and Reg- 
gae’. a concert with Steve 
Michael and the Afro Beal, will 
be held from 9pm at the 
Holiday Inn Hotel's Grand 
Ballroom. Vocalist Sheryl 
Pereira will make a special 
appearanceasa soloist and also 
join Steve in some duets. Tina 
Mathews will perform a Reg- 
gae dance routine. Reserva- 
tions open. Tel: 2405648; 
2476660; 5714340; 5721030. 
Tickets also available from 
special desk in Holiday inn 
lobby. The concert is being 
organised and presented by 
Phil Danielle. Early bookings 
are advised due to limited seat- 
ing. 

■' Cfneam 

British Council July 14/15: 6.30 
pm. “The Shooting Party." (92 
minutes). They are elegant, 
arrogant and assured. They 
dine, shooL. gossip and flirt. 
But then, it is 1 9 1 3 and disturb- 
ing undercurrents lie beneath 
the glittering facade of this Trim. 
James Mason's swan song. 
Winner of the Best of the Brit- 
ish Director Award. Admission 
free. But reservations must be 
made. Tel: 2533204; 2533227. 

At Al Salem 
July 12—19 

Al Bandar Coffee Shop: Arabic 
and Continental buffets, lunch 
and dinner; also a la carte; open 
6am to midnight 
Al Mawardy Open-Air Cale: 
open from 6 pm to midnight. 

Al Gandoul Grill Garden; 
open after 6 pm; grilled food. 

Friday brunch: 12 noon to 3 
pm, ship discovery tour, enter- 
tainment for children and car- 
toon-strip characters. 

At the Meridien 
La Brasserie 

Thai Comer Saturday night. 
Cowboy Night Every Sunday, 
with live country music. 
Chinese Comer Monday night 
feature. 

Greek Taveraa: Mediterran- 
ean magic with bousouki 
music. 

Indonesian comer on Wednes- 
days; food prepared in front of 
you. 

Jazz Night: New Orleans 
atmosphere on Thursday 
ni^ht. 

Friday: Oriental luncheon buf- 
fet: family day. 

Versailles: Business lunch; and 
a la carte dinner. 

Atthe Plaza: 

Al Dallah Coffee Shop: inter- 
national cuisine; open buffet 
plus menu. 

Lolouwah Corner, snacks 
and refreshing summer drinks. 

Marco Polo: Italian 

ambience and cuisine, par- 
ticularly pasta. 


At the Holiday Inn 

Al Ahmadi Coffee Shop: 
breakfast. lunch and dinner. 
Buffets featuring Continental 
and Oriental cuisine: emphasis 
on seafood. 

Al Andalus Supper Club. 
Arabic style dining on Thurs- 
da> nights: music by resident 
Arab band. 

Friday Family Lunch: Disney 
Fantasy: children half price. 

Atthe International 

Faila ka. situated on the 1 9th 
floor, overlooking the coas- 
tline. it offers international 
cuisine: live entertainment in 
the evenings. Closed on 
Fridays. 

La Palma, offers buffet as 
well as a la carte. Family style 
brunch on Fridays. 

Kei. offers Japanese dining in 
an oriental atmosphere. 

La Patisserie: selection of 
snacks; pianist in the evenings. 
Al Waha: ice cream promotion 
featuring different flavours, 
until August 1990. 

Atthe SAS 

Bislrello: Sunday /Wednesday; 

— pasta night: Italian music. 
Peacock Room- Chinese 

cuisine; lunch and dinner. 

Al Boom; K uwaiti experience: 
charcoal grilled food, plus mez- 
zeh buffet. 

Clock: snack bar — burgers, 
french fries, etc. 

At Al Salam 

July 12-19: Seafood festival 
at El Bendur CofTee Shop; 7 pm 
to midnight. Flotel A I Salam 
features jumbo shrimps and 
lobsters and other seafood 
specialities. 

At the Messilah Beach 

Al Mubarakiah: open around 
the clock: seafood promotion 
on Wednesdays. 7 pm; Fridays 

— Middle Eastern cuisine. 

Al Jawharah: Thursday 

special — special menu; music 
by Rainbow Band. 

Al Berdowneh: BBQ on 
Thursday in beach-garden res- 
taurant: Lebanese food. 

I Sport 


All-Filipino 

Scrabble 

Tournament 

July 20: Filch eck have announ- 
ced the all-female scrabble 
tournament, scheduled to start 
on Friday. July 20, will now be 
open to all Filipinos, male and 
female. Deadline for entries is 
July 19. 

A total of 15 minutes is 
allocated for each player to fin- 
ish the game; a player who 
exceeds the time limit will cease 
to play and his/her last score 
will be considered as the last 
score. Each player is required 
to use a chess dock to monitor 
time. The winner or the player 
with the highest score will earn 
3 points: second will be 2 
points; third one point and the 
last zero point. In case of a lie, 
the player with the highest 
score wins. 

The champion and the two 
runners-up will each receive a 
trophy and valuable gift items. 
Registration forms are availa- 
ble at the Kabayan Restaurant. 
For details contact Edward/ 
Liza — 2402045 
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SYCH ARLES GOREtf AMD OMAR SHARIF 

PLAY THE ODDS 


ACROSS 
1 Substance 
5 Healing signs 
10 Ripens 

14 Melville novel 

15 Trumpet's 
cousin 

16 Persia, today 

17 Loss of rank 

19 "l — man who 
wasn't there" 

20 Tend the 
furnace 

21 Stooges 

23 Sixth sense, 
for short 

24 Barbara s 
predecessor 

26 Naval historian: 
1840-1914 
28 School subj. 

30 CIA forerunner 
32 Arena action 

35 — Jima 

36 Hits like 
"The Babe" 

■38 Triple Crown 
winner: 1935 
39 Legend 

41 Collector's car 

42 One who trifles 

43 Threadlike 

44 Book of — : 
Irish treasure 

46 Food for babies 

47 Atelier 

49 The Ebro, for 
example 

50 June honorees 

51 Observers 
53 Energizer 
55 Sovereignty, 

in India 
57 Hot stuff. 
at the 
cantina 

59 Glacial ridge 
62 Popular name 
in Oslo 

64 Strauss's "Die 
Fledermaus." 
for one 


66 Ballerina 
Plisetskaya 

67 Gene Tremey 
rote 

68 Emerald Isle 

69 Aide: Abbr. 

70 Stage 
direction 

71 Prospective 
attv's exam 
DOWN 

1 Clusters 
ot seals 

2 “ — a man 
who..." 

3 Ontario nine 

4 water pipe 

5 Govt, a gey. for 
entrepraneurs 

6 Witch in Bum's 
"Tam o’ 

Shanter" 

7 Exchange 
premium 

8 Flower 

9 Battle of 
Hastings site: 

1066 

10 Goal 

11 Wisconsin 
eleven 

12 Cuisine, diner 
style 

13 Break 

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 


18 Army VIP 

32 Fires 
25 Bovine 

27 Shot n' shell 

28 Offends 

29 Expect 

31 Take the helm 

33 In front 

34 Diamond 
covers, for 
short 

36 Some are mini 

37 Card game for 
a loner 

40 Luck 
or love 
beginning 
45 Card game 
of old 
48 Prophdt 
50 Scatter 
52 "McSoriey's 
Bar" painter 

54 Recent. 

Comb, form 

55 Capital of Italia 

56 Oh dear! 

58 Filth 

60 Diva's song 

61 Declaim 
violently 

63 Kind of cat 
65 Jalopy 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 K J 10 7 2 
63 

A Q 5 
A 9 4 
EAST 
4 9 3 
v 10 9 
v K J 9 4 
4 K J 10 8 6 
SOUTH 
4 A 4 

9 A K J 7 5 2 
C* 10 6 
* 7 5 2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 <7 Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 9 Pass 4 C Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Eight of v 
Ever feel that you are a bridge 
star just waiting to be discovered? 
Cover the East-West hands with 
your thumbs and see how you fare 
on this play problem. 

North’s raise to four hearts is not 
a misprint. South’s two-heart rebid 
in this sequence guarantees a six- 
card suit, and when your side has an 
eight-card major-suit fit, it is usual- 
ly wiser to play in a suit than in no 


trump «hen your values consist 
largely of prime cards- wo ana! 

kpjd vou take the diamond finesse j 
at the ‘first trick? If so. read no j 
further— vou have already flunked 
this test.* Should the diamond fi- 
nesse lose, you have given Eav the 

opportunity to shift to a club, which j 
could place your contract ir. <crituis , 
trouble. 

You have surmounted she firs! 
hurdle if you rose with the acc of 
diamonds and led a trump from 
dummy. Did you finest? If so. join 
the diamond finessers on the side- 
lines. for the same reasons they're 
warming the bench. 

Correct is to rise with the king of 
trumps and cash the ace. Both de- 
fenders folio", and you can now 
virtually claim your contract. (You 
would still have chances if trumps 
were 4-1.) Cash the two high spade 
and lead the jack, discarding a dia 
mond no matter what East does. AH 
that remains is to take the ace of 
clubs at the first opportunity and 
discard a club on the ten of spades. 
By refusing three finesses, you've 
held your losers to one trump, one 
spade and one club. 
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*1 can't move my head." 







j Capricorn 

V Dec 21 ■ Jan N 


You will not feel like doing very 
much but you should try to pull 
yourself together. Not everything is 
going your way, but do not despair, 
there arc compensations. And do 
not think others do not have 
problems. Be abstemious. 


M ake su re you are not late for an 
appointment. Your lucky numbers 
are 16 and 34. Have a Little more 
confidence in yourself and faith in 
those close to you. Try to overcome 
a certain reluctance to get down to 
things. Be tolerant 


You should try to do more to 
maintain your interest in what 
really interests your partner. Do 
not allow your enjoyment to be 
clouded by the fact that others can 
afTord more than you. Avoid any- 
thing that would get you imo 
serious debt Be consistent. 


Before purchasing a labour sav- 
ing device do ask yourself how 
much time you spent earning its 
cost Do not dwell on the past 
except in order to avoid repeaUne 
mistakes. Pursue a hobby, but not 
to the extent where it becomes an 
obsession. Be reasonable. 



Taurus 

Avrfl 21 - Mq 2« 




You will have to make an impor- 
tant decision. Make sure you do so 
after calm reflection, not on the 
spur of the moment. Avoid spend- 
ing more than you can readily 
a Iron! Be pertinent. 


You will have to beware of creat- 
ing complications where a personal 
matter is concerned. Do not try to 
do what requires new methods by 
means of outworn ones. Do not 
stake more than you can readily 
afford to lose on a gamble. Be 
resilient. 


Do not allow yourself to be 
daunted by certain difficulties, they 
will be easier to deal with than you 
thought Try to take your mind 
away from gloomy thoughts about 
things that might have been. Do 
look forward to what is stili to 
come. Be frugal. 



What you had not realised before 
will now become clear and you will 
reap the benefit. Avoid spending 
more time than you need in the 
company of those you do not much 
care for. Do not take all things so 
seriously. Be consistent. 



Gemini 

Ml) 21 - June 2> 




Sagittarius 

No* 23-Dec 20 


If you wait too long it could well 
be too late, but you should make 
sure you do not act in too great a 
hurry either. You are Tar too liable 
to put your eggs all in one basket 
don't. Avoidtrying to live on the 
same terms as someone a lot better 
off than you. Be more patient. 


Try to avoid gening into a 
prolonged argument. And keep 
your temper even when dealing 
with an irascible person. Take 
regular exercise but not to the point 
where you exhaust yourself or 
strain your heart. Be generous. 


Do not think that everything is 
against you, you are far less 
unlucky than some others. Avoid 
anything that would upset the har- 
mony with your partner and chil- 
dren. If invited do not stay longer 
than welcome. Be moderate. 



Do your best to make vour t 
ner feel happy. You are like) 
start on the wrong course but t 
is still time to change direction 
olTer or proposal has hidden si 
so consider it carefully. Be i 
siderate. 



ciaaaunmwniPwwsxiaaM 


"Maybe it was ivory poachers. 
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'Well, at (east the trip's over." 
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A slain policeman lives -again as the dauntless 
Robocop (Peter Weller). 

Baddies megamonster fights back 

Tough Robocop 
goes to pieces 


THE trouble with being a robot cop is that, faced 
with a crisis, you could really go to pieces! Asad that 
is just what happens in the satire movie Robocop 
2 a sequel to the 1987 blockbuster. 

In fad, the baddies make a thorough job of poor 
Robo. He is mangled by magnets and returned to the 
police in bits and pieces. 

But Robocop rises again to race, clanking, into 
action against the Forces of Evil in a crime- riden and 
futuristic Detroit. Just as slain cop Alex. J. Murphy 
(Peter Weller) was resurrected as the robot law 
enforcer with horrendous firepower. 

The original Robocop movie stormed its way into 
more than S50 million at the box office in America 
alone. Which is reason enough to give the*mind over 
metal* policeman a polish up and new lease of life. 

This time Robocop has a tough time as he plods 
his beat. As cars hurtle lethally at him, a beautiful 
psychiatrist ti nkers with his head and the villains are 
bent on dismemberment, the shiny bright robofstill 
remembers his official “prime directives.” 

These range from “uphold the law" and don't 
rush traffic lights” to “if somebody shoots at you 
And out why and explain to them that their attitude 
is unreproductive.” 

And Robocop has to deal with a Detroit that has 
turned into another fine mess. Thehuman-typeoops 





Metal meets metal as baddies mow down the cop with the heart of steel 


Robocop with his (riend Officer Ann Lewis (Nancy 
Mien), who finds him only half the robot he used to 
be. 


Peter Weller, the face behind Robocop’s mask; 

are on strike, the city’s going bankrupt and a deadly 
new designer drugcalled Nuke is raking huge profits 
for the baddies. 

Worse, Robocops bosses have already marked 
him down for the scrapyard. So he has a megamon- 
ster programmed for evil. Robocop’s rival is des- 
cribed as having ‘a chronium cranium within which 
is a mind as cunning and corrupt as that of any 
psychopath. Maybe more so.” 

Robocop's world is peopled with weird and won- 
derful characters. There is his friendly cop partner 
officer Ann Lewis (Nancy Allen) who seems to have 
a soft spot for the robot's unyielding exterior. 

And among the villai ns is cult-leader Cain, played 
by Ian Noonan, whose hitman Hot is a savage, 
sadistic killer. Quite a qualification fora 12-year-old 
boy (Gabriel Damon). 

By the way. when the film begins, a nuclear 
accident has contaminated the Amazon rain forest 
and America's surgeon-general has been shot dead 
while filing a TV health commercial. That is just for 
openers. 

Only Robocop has the mettle to go boldly where 
no other cop dares to go, as drug addicts roam the 
streets and die baddies work their evil ways. 

It's amazing but audiences axe already finding the 
metal hero's plight a laughing matter 


Bull-fighting 


Billion dollar stake behind fiestas 


Bloody spectacle 


MADRID, (Reuter): When a 
matador faces half a tonne of 
.lethal horned beef in the bullring 
more than his life is at stake, for 
Spain's ‘fiesta nacional’ 
(national festival) is a billion- 
doll ar business. 

The protests of animal-lovers 
have done little to abate Span- 
iards' enthusiasm for the bloody 
spectacle. 

Last year 5 1 million people — 
including King Juan Carlos, 
cabinet ministers and stars of the 
booming Spanish business world 
— saw 29,000 proud “toros 
bravos” (wild bulls) killed in the 
ringor charge through thestreets 
in Pamplona-style fiesta. 

The paid 78 billion pesetas . 
($760 million) for the privilege 
and Juan Manuel Moreno, 
president of the National Union 
of Bullfight Businessmen, said 
those figures should rise between 
six and eight percent this year. 

This is good news for the 
170,000 people whose livelihood 
depends on the “corrida” (bull- 
fight) — the farmworkers and 
breeders who lovingly rear the 
bulls, the matadors who kill them 
and their teams of assistants and 
agents and the businessmen who 
run the bullrings and other spin- 
off industries. 

A lop matador can charge 
around two to four million 
pesetas ($19,600 to 39,200) per 
corrida while star Juan Antonio 
Ruiz, known as Espartaco, can 
demand up to eight million 
pesetas ($78,400) a fight. 

Espartaco's earnings last year 
were calculated to be 400 million 


pesetas (S3.9 million) 

“You don’t earn a lot, con- 
sidering what you are risking.” 
said Espartaco, 27, who since he 
was carried out of Seville’s la 
Maestranza bullring on the 
crowd's shoulders in 1985 has 
been the king of Spanish 
matadors. 

Espartaco says that each time 
he faces a bull he fears for his life, 
but he does not take the same 
risks with his earnings which are 
invested safely in real estate at 
home in Andalusia. 

“It has cost me a lot to earn 
that money, lots of blood and 
sweat, so I am not going to play 
around with it,” he said. 

Out of his earnings the 
matador must pay his of 
two mounted “picadores” and 
three “banderilleros” who help 
him in the ring and spectacularly 
run up to the bull's horns and 
stick flagged spears in its back to 
prepare it for the loll. 

Only a handful of Spain's200- 
odd matadors command such 
star rates. Many others, and the 
500 "novilleros” (novices who 
fight younger bulls) and 800 
matador’s assistants must find 
other work outside the March to 
October season. 

Moreno said many of the 
businessmen who contract 
matadors to appear aL their rings, 
which in most cases are leased 
from the town or city authorities, 
are themselves failed or frus- 
trated bullfighters. 

Moreno swirled the red cape 
briefly in his youth before swap- 
ping the spangled, tight-fitting 


“suit of lights” — 195,000 pestas 
($1,900) for a good one from the- 
specialist tailors — for a business 
suit. 

“1 wanted to be a bullfighter 
liker all Spaniards do,” he said. 
“Normally the businessmen in 
this game are frustrated bullfigh- 
ters. It is more romanticism than 
business." 

At the Union of Fighting Bull 
Breeders, Jaime Sebastian de 
Erice saidmost of the 240 profes- 
sional breeders were also driven 
by love of the fiesta rather than 
love of money. 

“In the great majority of cases 
there are no profits,” he said. 
“Most of the bullbreeders are 
aficionados and the greatest ben- 
efit they get out of it is their 
enjoyment of the fiesta.” 

A first-class four-year-old 
bull, of which six are usually 
killed per corrida, costs the buD- 
ring some 700,000 pesetas 
($6,862) while the three-year- 
olds for the novilleros are 
cheaper at 400,000 pesetas 
($3,900) apiece. Erice said it can 
cost more than that to rear each 
bull. 

Only a handful ofbusinessmen 
dominate the b.ull world, acting 
as agents for the best fighters and 
running the rings. The biggest in 
the arena is Manolo Ch opera 
who runs 15 rings in Spain, 
France and Latin America. 

The world’s top venue is 
Madrid's Las Ventas, a* 1920s 
red-brick ring in Moorish style 
which seats 32,000 people. To 
bullfighters and their devotees it 


is known as “The Cathedral.” 
The lease until 1993 is held by 
Toresma Sa. a company con- 
trolled by the Lozano Brothers. 


Eduardo. Jose Luis and the for- 
mer matador Pablo, which 
shares the profils with Madrid 
local authorities. 



A bull-fighter is gored during a light in Pamplona 


America’s ethnic fabric may change 


1990 census expected to show varied results 


h 




WASHINGTON. (UP1): With 
theCensus Bureau reporting that 
it has surveyed all but one per 
cent of the estimated 1 06 million 
households in the United States, 
analysts are already beginning to 
wonder what the numbers will 
show. 

Official figures on the once-a- 
decade national head count will 
not be available until the end of 
the year, when they are formally 
presented — as required by the 
Constitution — to the President 
for purposes of redisiricting the 
House of Representatives. 

But even before they began 
counting on April I .Census Day, 
demographers at the Census 
Bureau had some idea of what to 
expecL 

They expect, for example, that 
the national population will 
come in right around 250 million 
people, up from 226,545,805 
people in 1980, and growing 
about one per cent a year. 

The census is also expected to 
show that the population is get- 
ting older, (hat the average 
household and family sizes are 
continuing to decline, that the 
nation's racial and ethnic mix is 
changing, and that the 
movement from the frostbelt to 


the sunbelt is continuing but at a 
slower rate. 

“But what is not known,” 
according to census officials, “is 
whether particular regions, 
states, metropolitan areas, cities, 
counties and even neighbour- 
hoods are changing in the same 
way as national trends.” 

What the national trends — as 


the nation's health care system, 
among other issues. 

Census demographers also 
expect the size of the average 
family to continue to decline, 
from 3.29 persons in 1 980 to 3. 1 5 
persons in 1990. That figure 
reflects the lower birth rate in the 
past two decades compared with 
the 1950s and 1960s, delayed 


compared with 6.5 per cent in 
1980. Since 1980, the Hispanic 
population has increased by 39 
per oenl, or about 5.6 million 
people and in 1989, census 
officials estimated its size at 20. 1 
million people. 

The 1990 census is also expec- 
ted to confirm that the Asian and 
Paciiic'lslander population is the 


while the overall population will 
show about a 10 per cent 
increase, the growth by regions 
will be uneven, with the West and 
South continuing to grow faster 
than the Northeast and Midwest 
although at a slower rate. 

For example, census demogra- 

J ihers are predicting the 1990 
igures will show that the popula- 


Americon demographers expect the census results, expected at 
year end, to show the population getting older , declining average 
fondly sizes and a rise in the percentage of Asians and Pacific 

Islanders . 


well as the specific regional to 
neighbourhood findings — show 
have implications for political 
policy makers and business 
leaders as they contemplate the 
future. 

For example, the 1990 census 
is expected to show an increase of 
about 23 per cent in the number 
of people 65 year old and older, 
bringing the size of that group to 
31.4 million people compared 
with 25.5 million in the 1980 
count. That growth has policy 
and economic implications for 


marriage and an increased 
proportion of people living alone 
in most adult age groups. 

The United States, always a 
land of immigrants, continues to 
be so, but the new census figures 
will demonstrate how die mix is 
changing, especially reflecting an 
increase in the numbers of 
immigrants from Latin 
American and Asia. 

Bureau staffers, for example, 
believe the nevf census will show 
the Hispanic population making 
up about 8.2 per cent of the 
expected 250 million people. 


fastest growing racial group 
from a percentage view, totalling 
less than 2 per cent of the popula- 
tion in 1980 but how expected to 
be nearly 3 per cent. 

Blacks, who made up 1 1 .8 per 
cent of the population in 1980, 
are expected to represent about 
1 2.4 per cent of the total in 1 990, 
with slightly more than 30 peo- 
ple. 

Marketers and business plan- 
ners unit also look carefully at 
how the regional distribution of 
the population has changed. 


According to census studies, 
tion in the South has grown 
about J5 per cent since 1980, 
compared with a 20 per cent 
growth between 1970 and 1980. 
The West’s growth rate is projec- 
ted to be about 20 per cent in the 
1980s, compared with 24 per cent 
in the 1970s. 

Meanwhile, Lhe population 
growth of the Northeast during 
the 1980s is expected to show 
close to a 4 per cent increase, 
compared with only a 0.2 per cent 
rise from 1970 to 1980. “ 



FAMILY DOCTOR 

By DR ALLAN BRUCKHEIM 


QUESTION: I'm writing concerning an article 1 
read a month ago about news of a new treatment for 
bed-wetting. My daughter is 7 years old and the 
problem is very embarrassing. We have tried drops 
for allergies, which helped some, but the problem is 
still there. I can't find any information on the new 
treatment. Can you help me? Thank you. 

Answers: The medication, which was just recently 
approved by the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), is desmopressin acetate (DDAVP nasal 
spray marketed by Rorer) and may be used in both 
adults and children. Normally the levels of a hor- 
mone that prevents the kidneys from producing 
urine (called vasopressin increases at night, so little 
urine is formed orstored in the bladder. However, in 
some individuals the quantity of this antidiuretic 
hormone stays low during the overnight hours, and 
the amount of urine produced is much higher. In 
youngsters who don't have fully developed control, 
of muscles that keep the bladder closed, the low 
hormone level results in bed-wetting at night. 

DDAVP is a synthetic chemical resembling the 
hormone that fools the body into thinking that there 
is sufficient hormone present, so urine production is 
lowered. Although most children can urinate on 
command by age4, it isn't until they have passed age 
5 or 6 that they can hold their urine in when there is a 
bit of pressure in the bladder. Girls are belter at this 
than boys, and control urination at an earlier age. 

When bed-wetting continues past age 5 in girls or 
age 6 in boys, the new medication, which is expen- 
sive, can be considered for use by your physician (it 
is available by prescription only). One or two puffs 
from the nasal spray pump usually is sufficient to 
control the problem. Once wetting is under control, 
the medication may be used every other nighu It 


NOSE SPRAY OFFERS 
RELIEF FROM BED-WETTING 


takes about three mu.iihs of regular use to achieve 
regular dryness, and when the medication schedule 
is interrupted before that, bed-wetting may recur 
immediately. 

A complete study is necessary to be sure that the 
problem is only night bed-wetting (or nocturnal 
enuresis, if you wish the medical terminology) and 
not the result of another medical condition, such as 
diabetes or urinary tract obstruction. 

Question: When my husband's hand started to 
shake, we thought it was a sign of Parkinson' dis- 
ease. However, we are now told that it is something 
called ‘■essential tremor." It has gradually become 
worse and it now affects his voice. Does this mean he 
will someday develop a full-blown Parkinson’s? Do 
you know of any treatments that might help? Thank 
you. 


Answer. Some estimates place the number of 
people with essential tremor to be in the millions, 
and certainly it is the most common tremor disorder 
seen in the United States. It may start at any age. but 
usually begins during mid-life. There is a positive 
family history in about 50 per cent of the cases, 
which helps to differentiate it from Parkinson's 
where the family history is most often negative. 

While it often only affects one side of the body, it 
can touch the hands, legs, head and trunk and the 
severity varies greatly from person to person. There 
is no link between essential tremor and Parkinson’s 
disease. A peculiar aspect of essential tremor is that 
drinking alcohol can dramatically reduce the shak- 
ing, a situation that does not occur with Parkin- 
son’s. Both propanolol (80 to 320 milligrammes a 
day ) and primidone (50 to 250 milligrammes a day), 
alone or together, offer real hope for improvement. 
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ACCOMMODATION 


Wanted 


00RT0D00 



PHILIPPINES 

_ 484^447 
S 483-9009 
483-98B9 

* FAST-RELIABLE * 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 


Tefc 2401908 <2407677 
2451489 <2451476 
FAX 2403260 

The AH Real Estate 


Mtehrif: Villa 4 bedrooms, large 
so I oo a carpet maid's quarter and 
garden. 650/- 

Hlslirif: Villa 4 bedrooms, so km 
3 bedrooms. 400/- 

Jabrfya: Villa 4 bedrooms, large 
saloon, basement carpet and 
curtains. 700/- 

Safwa: Rat 3 bedrooms, saloon, 
maid room. 375/- 

Sevarai villas and he# villas are 
avataWe with swimming pool orwfflwuf 
in different areas. 

2621301/2655287 


ALGHANIM 


24 hour service 


SHUWAIKH MESS1LAH 

5623400 4811824 
5623700 4838200 


CALL TAXI 


Is your 

CAR 

for Sale 


May be its Worth more 
than you think? 

Call: Fahad Al Otaibe 
Tel: 3967340 
3968361 
All day 


Expat Letting 


Good value single and double 
bedroom apartments of KD.l 60- 
21 0 respectively. Well-finished 
3-bed apartments at KD 375 
inclusive — Mease cab: 
2521546/7 


EASTERN HOMES 


REQUIRED 

for a tailor worieshop 

Tailors and 
designing masters 


Candidates should 
have previous 
experience with 
transferable residence. 

Tele: 2660182 


WANTED 

ELECTRICIAN 

for all 

AUTO CARS 

Tele. 39891X1 
Ext 7091 
7 am- 4 pm 
5626653 after 5 pm 
Mr Ibrahim 


1 . Air-conditioning maintenance engineer 

2. CAC and units maintenance technician 

Transferable residence. 

Preferably having a valid Kuwaiti driving licence. 

For information contact 

Tele: 4843354 - 4843365 


FOR RENT 
GOLD STORE 


with licence, at Al-Watiya Shopping 
Centre, fully equipped including telephone,, 
ready to start. 


Tel: 2406018 -2406019 


A choice 
for every 


need 


For New 
Entrant 



UCDWCS. COlOP UOHriD* 


\ • (WD FL DSntS W AB MKfl UU 


For fast Data 
Entry 

neiwtiiiiuiigwoi ^ 

*- VGA COLOR MONITOR - IMS RAM \ 

* TWO ft. DRIVES ANY CM8. PLUS 40 MB H CH9K / 

Multitasking 

Professional 

\ KBIT MULUMSKoaG 5PEE0 J0MHZ J 

* VGA COLOR MONITOR ' IMR RAM \ 

' TWO FL DRIVES ANY C0M8 PLUS AO MB H.DISK J 

Cad-Cam/Desk 
top Publishing _ 

i . 
k . 

qggggB 

k JZ BIT LAN SERVER EKED » MHZS . 

VGA COLOR MONITOR RES. ( 1024 X7M] 

TWO FL DRIVES ANY COMB PLUS M MB H.DISK SCSI 1 
TWO MB HAM LOADED 

Replaces Mini 80486 - cpu based 

Computers 1 00 users most powerful computer 

( FOR COMPLETE CONF/GURATTOfT) 

( EACH COMPUTER SYSTEM } AND FOR PRICES 

kHVcALl.'i CONTACT:^R > MALnnHHHBRi^9| 


f> AL-WAZZAN STORE 


J Nofwmttvw «-Worton Srwi Co. W.LL Canada Off Sfr»*l • Shvwolih v^vs 
T.):*4Jlf«-53.4S1M32.4S3M«2 cor>i ; r 

M-w*mu**aj* Tfrtl. 23t5» -SAMKI- Ffl*:44i3#B3 -C.B, 1M20 <0 ,„ 


Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 


Tel. 2400013, 
2400014, 2400015 


Farwaniya branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 


SHARING accommodation 
required in a CAC flat for 2 work- 
ing ladies with a good family in the 
City. Riggae or Farwaniya. Tele. 
4816934 

CAT6-53534-3) 


Available 


GENERAL 

SERVICE 

For all your shifting with 
transportation, painting, wall- 
papering, carpet & villa 
cleaning. We we at your service, 
with skilled workers. We are also! 
buying and selling furniture. 


Tel: 4748877-4769219 
Al Mavrasim Trading ft 
Contracting Co. 


SALMIYA. near Sheikha Centre, 
Gulf Street One room for a cou- 
ple or 2 working girls. Bus routes 
1 09. 34, 505. 1 4. Tele. 5725331 .10' 
pm - 12 pm; 5749099, 9 am - 12 
noon. 

CAT5-53505-3) 
SAUvilYA, Balajat Street One 
room for a family with tele, 
facilities. Tele. Hameed. 4740732. 

(AT6-53521-3) 

ONE single bedroom for an Indian 
working lady (preferably Goan) in 
Sharq, behind Fire Brigade. Tele. 
2421834. 

(AT5-53512-3) 

KUWAIT City. Sharq. behind cin- 
ema Firdous. House no 117, near 
Teachers Institute. Room for a 
family. Tele. Ezzat Mohd Musa. 
2432169. 

(AT6-55533-3) 


FOR RENT 



WANTED - 

Petrol Mechanic 

A petrol engine mechanic who Is 
capable of working on his own. 
Must have previous experience 
in working on two stroke marine 
engines. The position Is 
available immediately. 
Transferable residency a 
requirement. 

For interview contact 
4830474, 4830570 


Villas, half villas, 
flats, complete 
(buildings, offices ii 
all areas in Kuwait 
with or without 
swimming pool 


Qatar Real Estate 
Tele. 2406592, 
2406593 


Boodai 

Cargo 

C (early the 
better' 


choice... - . 





4 * 

With a team 
of professionals 

BOODAI CARGO 

481 7708-4837650-4847973 


Wanted 

Experienced TV & 
video technician. 
Transferable residence 
is required. 

Please call 
Tel. 2625130 
(4-8 pm) 


£2 


Al-Naaeeb & Khatlar 


fBA KAMI KAPAG 
CARGO ANG 
PINAG - USAPAN 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 


484-6009 


J The All Trading Real Estate 

El 2401008/2407677 Offlcwtimc 2431 470/2451 480 

ifl =452040/2452047 Ham- 

8 P™ 2452091 /2452074 

■U Fax; 2403260 


IN We have in all areas of Kuwait, villas, floors. 

[M apartments, buildings, offices, storeys. 


^ Villas 

. Floors 


Salwa 

Salwa 


2 Story new deluxe 4 bed mulhoq 

New superdeluxe Boor S.pool spoil 

Jacuzzi sauna spar room KD 750 

club 3 bed 3 bain marble LR. 

j 2 Siory 4 bed lacing sea KD 600 

13x10 mend room 


2 Story new deluxe villa KD 1200 

in basement 

KD 600 

JABRIYA 



1 story S basement 4 bed 

Area 1 1 

KD 400 

muinaq KD 650 

New Hoar 4 bed 3 bath 

KD 400 

2 Story 5 bed KD 700 


KD 350 

2 Story 7 bed swimming KD BOO 



SURRA 

New Hats 3 oed 2 bath 

KD 260 

2 storey. 2 family wiffi 

JABRIYA 


MuKwq KD BOO 



MISHRIF 

New deluxe-floor 3 bed 3 bath | 

1 Stoiy 4 bed mulbaq KD 650 

Ground floor 3 bed with 

KD 500 

2 Siory & basement 5 bed 

mtitftaq 

KD 450 

mulhaq KD 750 



YARMOUK 

New halt vda 1 si floor 


New 2 storey wtffi basement KD 900 

3 bed 3 bam 

KD 450 

BAYAN 

New Door 3 bed 3 bath 

KD 430 

1 Story 3 t»a 3 big ha ns & 

New 3 levels flats 3 bed 


muinaq KD 700 

wnlhmaid room 

KD 350 

2 Story mce furniture 4 

SHAAB 


bed KD 750 

New 2 Had 2 bath 

KD 280 


SALMIYA. near Salmiya 
Educational Centre. Accom- 
modation for a single bachelor in a 
single room. Rent KD50/- with E/ 
W. Tele. 5722868. Leo Fernandes. 
8-9am, 1 -7.30 pm,. 

(AT6-53523-3) 
SALMIYA. near Indian School. 
Furnished single room with tele, 
facilities, far two Indian bachelors 
to share with a- Gujarati family. 
Must be vegetarian. Tel. off: 
2408193. Thakkar. 9 am - 1 pm, 5 ■ 
8 pm. res. 5654035 after 10.30 pm. 


(AT6-53525-2) 
RUMAITHIYA. near passport 


APPLIANCES 
REPAIRS? 


continued 

service 


CALL THE EXPERTS 
WITH OVER 

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE ! 


Now get your valuable 
Home Appliances like 
REFRIGERATORS, 

AIR CONDITIONERS, 

WASHING MACHINES, COOKERS & 
OVENS etc - repaired & maintained by 
skilled technicians at your home or our 
Workshop. Competitive prices I 


Subject to Parts availability* 

BADER AL MULLA& RROS.CO.W.L. 
Domestic Appliances Workshop 
Workshop - Shuwaifch Tel: 4835624. 4835680 


Office. Furnished room with kit- 
chen and tele, facilities for one 
bachelor. Tele. 5613895 after 5 


pm, 


(ATI -52608-3) 
SALMIYA, Amman Street Single 
room for Muslim bachelor. Bus 
routes 15, 24. 27, 30, 19. Tele. 
Majid. 2448405. 9 am - 7 pm. 

(ATI -53541 -33 


For Rent 


JABRIYA, in good location. Villa. 
CAC. Tele 5744884/5. 

(AT2-53459-6) 
SALWA Area 12 Two rooms 
including kitchen and bathroom in 
beautiful location near Messilah 
Beach Hotel. Rent KD130. Tele. 
4743485 - 2469617/8. ask for 
Naser or Salma h. 

(ATI -53540-3) 


TOYOTA Crown. 2000 cc. 1978 
■mode!, in excellent condition, sin- 
glehanddriven. Price KD550ono. 
Tel. Mohammed Amjad. 4719971 
after 200 pm., 

(AT6-53520-3) 
NISSAN Sunny, model 88. man- 
ual. insured upto May 91. Price 
KD 1.200 fixed. Tele. 4313206 
after 200 pm. 

(AT6-53522-2) 
VOLVO 240 GL wagon. 1989. 
30,000 kms, manual gear, metallic 
wine red. AC. in perfect condition, 
extra seat for 2 children. Selling 
due to transfer. KD3.750 or best 
offer. Tele. 56241 11. ext 615. 

(ATI -53537-3) 
HYUNDAI Prima. 88. fully 
automatic, carefully maintained. 
65.000 kms. in very good condi- 
tion. Pnce KD1.750. Tele. Off. 
4814123. Ftes 3716532 

(AT5-53514-3) 

MAZDA 929 GLX 1983. 100.000 
kms, manual gear with full options 
including sunroof in excellent 
condition. Single owner leaving 
Kuwait. KD950 ono. Tele. 
2463698. 

(AT5-53507-3) 
TOYOTA Corolla DX. 1983 
model, white, four door, manual, 
rear wheel drive, insured up to 23/ 
3/91. in very good condition For 
best offer. Tele. 5734354. 

(AT6-53506-3) 


Miscellaneous 


FOR SALE 


Boats 


20FT boat with 1 15HP outboard 
engine, all equipment and com- 
plete with trailer, in good condi- 
tion: Ideal diving/fishing, KD900. 
Tela 3910830 or 3982296. after 5 
pm. 

(AT5-53509-3) 


Cars 


BUICK Le Sabre 1 981 , automatic, 
in good condition. KD750. Con- 
tact 2531816, 2554206. 8 am - 2 
pm. 

• (AT5-53508-3) . 
TOYOTA Corona, model 83. 
manual, insured up to 4/91. Pnce 
KD750/- fixed. Tele. 4313206 
after 2 pm. 

(AT6-53522-2) 

MERCEDES 280S, model 1984. 
white with grey Interior. Fully 
automatic, low mileage, in a very 
good condition. Best offer 
secures the car. Tele. 5744017. 

(ATl-B-TM-3) 


FAMILY leaving, must sell at thr- 
owaway prices. Beds, sofa, din- 
ing set Singer sewing machine. 
Hot Point washing machine, 
fridge 10 eft Sony 21" TV, Smeg 
cooker, crockery, carpet 3 x 4 m. 
Tele. 5623092 

(AT6-53518-2) 
1 BEDROOM flat in Sharq for sale 
with miscellaneous household 
items including A/Cs & cup- 
boards etc., all for KD500. Rent 
KD1 50. Tele. 2449734. between 4- 
8pm. 

(AT5-5351 6-3) 

CREDA washing machine. 
Phillips dish washer and other 
household items. For details Tele. 
391 0830 or 3982296. after 5 pm. 

(AT5-53509-3) 
FARWANIYA. Owner leaving 
Kuwait selling all household 
items and electrical appliances. 
Contact Ejaz. Tele. 4767095. Res. 

CAT5-53513-3) 

- IKEA sofa set centre table, music 
table, carpets and curtains. Tele. 
(Res) 5335231, office 2413071. 
Contact Ahmed. 

(AT5-535 1 7-3) 
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Al-Naaeeb & Khattar Co. W.LL 


AIRFREIGHT IT! 
484-6009 



Door 
to door. 


Oh dear! 

I should 
have called 


No one dQps it better. 
The biggest IOTA 


^HghanSm 


Customer S er vices Teh 

474-5533 
5 476-3.666 


FSea»Freigtt‘Ar[^>> 

Packing 

mmn—i aea348^-aa«qaa6Qwap 

Mnrgab 8418886/8418881 



;#;The Al Mulla Group 




c0^ 




sanbouk. 

CAR RENTAL 



Tel: 2446297 Fax: 24261 29 

Airport Counter: 47431 62 Tlx: 44381 S AFFTRAL 


2 BEDROOM CAC carpeted apt 
Rent KD167. Furniture & Yamaha 
organ, music system, washing 
machine, fridge. Freezer TV and 
other appliances. Tele. Mrs Fran- 

C&2438184 ' CAT5-53510-31 


EXQUISITE Indian salwar kameez 
in an excellent quality and a wide 


range Tele. 4731242^^^ 

7 -S EATER sofa set. American. 
KD 45. 4-bumer gas cooker KD 
35, dining table 4-seater. chairs 
KD 30. vacuum cleaner KD 15 
Tele 5616387. 

(AT6-53528-3) 
LEAVING Kuwait Dining room 
table, chairs and buffet couches, 
toys, washer, drier. Frigidaire. All 
bargains 8 am till 9 pm. Saturday 
and Sunday. Call 5339327. 
2512722 2512800. 

(ATI -53549-2) 
MOBILE telephone with extra 
power battery MTSC subscrip- 
tion paid till Jan 1991. Made in 
Finland with complete acces- 
sories. Price KD1.650. Tele. 
5744017. _ _ 

(ATl-B-TM-3) 


REQUIRED for a lady 
Salmiya to ShwwrtK » ,ce ^ 

8 arr.to 1230 ard 330 -/amT S c 
4816934 ^ 

(A76 o3d>«-3/ 

REQUIRED from Salmiya to 
Shuwaikh 8 30 am - ■ 30 or. 4 -8 
pm. Call 571 «55L berween £ ■ -0 

CAT6-5353* 2) 

REQUIRED for a lady M 
Jabnya to Kuwait City -Sa.hiys 
Complex) at 4 15 pm --a • * 

5329365. after 

REQUIRED for a lady from Sharq 
to Khafdiya (Kuwait University) at 
7 15 am and back at 2 30 pm. s 
days a week Teie Beni. 2463693 
(AT5-53507-3) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ATTENTION ladies 1 Excellent 
care and coaching for your tod- 
dlers and pre-schoolers with an 
experienced lady in Fahaheei For 
information contact Tele 
3920760 

(AT 1-53542 3) 


SITUATIONS 


SERVICES 


Wanted 


Tuition 


TUITION available in maths, 
physics and chemistry forO level. 
A' level and higher classes (Std IX 
to XII) in Kuwait City behind the 
GPO. Tele. 2422246. after 4 pm 

(AT6-53636-3) 
REQUIRED female English tea- 
cher for a lady. 4 days a week at 
home at Maidan Hawalli Tele. 

5635457. 9 am - 3 pm. 7 - 1 0 pm. 

(AT6- 53530-3) 
GUARANTEED authentic les- 
sons in systematic theory and tec- 
nique of playing organ/accor- 
dion/piano at home by Canada 
trained Indian consultant in music. 
Tele, residence. 2541093. foren- 
oons. 

(AT6-53532-2) 


CODED welder. Indian. 12 years 
experience m UAE. 1 year in 
Kuwait looking for a job Contact 
Thomas. Tele. 4319671 

(AT5-53500-3) 


Vacant 


Transport 


REQUIRED from new Kheitan to 
KPTC garage. Shuwaikh and 
Shuwaikh to Kheitan. 4 times or 2 
times a day, 7.30 am. 1 pm. 4 pm 
and 7 pm. Tele. Walid, 4816326/7, 
9am- 1 pm.5-8pm. 

(AT5-S-TM-3) 
FEQUIRED for a lady from Faha- 
heel to KNPC head office, Kuwait 
City. 7 am and 4 pm. Call 3921 693 
from 8 am - 1 pm or 430 pm 
onwards. 

(ATI-53539-2) 


MAID. Filipina. required for a Ger- 
man family with 2 children to work 
fulltime Must have transferable 
residence Tele 53801 15 7 -9pm 
(AT 6- 53535- 3) 
DRIVER Indian'Sn Lankan 
required for a family with AC car, 
daily afternoon, part-time Te'e. 
2541093. Res before 12 noon 

(AT6 -53532-3) 
MAID servant required for a 
family. Should speak English Age 
not less than 40 years. Tele 
2512497/2518837. after 10 am 

(AT6-53526-3) 
DRIVER required for a family. 
Must have Kuwaiti driving 
licence Tele 4734222.4766090 
(AT 1-53537-2) 
URGENTLY required, house- 
maids to cook for a single man in 
private owned villa, m Shuwaikh 
area near town Visa, residency, 
half-day off weekly will be 
provided, with good salary Men 
must not telephone - 4813441. 
4847354 

(ATI -53553-3) 



JU^ J OUjXrii uSjLia 

Kuwait International Hotel 

REQUIRES IMMEDIATELY 

SECRETARY for Engineering Department 

Applicants must have 

- Knowledge of secretarial dudes: telex, fax, typing 

- Knowledge of PC; Lotus 123. Wordstar 2000. DBase is a must 

- Transferable residence 

Please apply in person: 

Personnel Manager P.O. Box 5996, Safat 
BeneM Al Qar, GuH Street (13060) 


No matter what shape it is 



we pack and ship it for you 


isonboux. 

“ Freight Services 


P.O. BOX 24632 SAFAT 13107 KUWAIT 
TELEX 44381 SANTRAL KT. FAX: 2426129 
Tet 2467367/8/9 - 2460338 


Required for 
A Leading Kuwait Food Producing Company * 
An Exports & Marketing In-charge 


Themain tasks associated with the job include 
Draw** up. developing and implementation of 
marketing programmes. 

3- Conducting field studies to evaluate i > 


^lagement and possess a good knowledge of English 

B* years experience in the field 

J MiKt exhibit a knack of personal relationships 

4. Must have transferable visa. ^ 


Applications are to be mailed to the undermentioned 

"s»«s teapp,icanrscS 




m-i 

a * 


t 


a* 
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3992 America’s Cup will attract foreign spies: US Navy 

LOS ANGELES. July 13. ftJpiv Miitran, r~ ... , . ^ * + 


ARAB TIMES, SATURDAY, JULV 14. 1990 


LOS ANGELES, July 13, (UP|): Military 
offdalsJear the 1992 America’s Cup yacht 
race off the San Diego coast will attract 
foreign spies who wiU usetheeveniasacovcr 
to gather informabona bout highly sensitive 
projects, including the Navy's controversial 
dolphin and sea lion programme, it was 
reported yesterday. 

.The programme trains and uses marine 


ma mmals for underwater surveillance and 
to detect, mark and recover objects, said 
Tom Lapuzza. a spokesman for the Naval 
Ocean Systems Centre in San Diego, who 
declined, to elaborate because the project 
rema ins classified. 

The programme uses 141 mammals at 
four different bases, with about half in a 
training programme near San Diego. 


Among the mammals are IU0 Atlantic bot- 
tle-nosed dolphins, seven Pacific bottle- 


nosed dolphins, two mixed-breed dolphins. 
26 California sea lions, three Beluga whales, 
two Risso's dolphins and one false killer 


whale. 

A July 6 internal navy memo obtained by 
the Los Angeles Tunes said the “marine 
mammal system will be subject to constant 


observation by foreign operatives and inter- 
national participants affiliated with these 
(racing) syndics tes. Of greater concern is the 
inevitable national and international press 
interest.” 

The memo said navy officials “anticipate 
only negative press coverage of the Marine 
Mammal System Programmes. Presence of 
naiional/international press corps provides 


excellent opportunity for animal rights/ 
grecnpeace' activists to gain maximum 
media exposure." 

Twenty-four racing syndicates from 15 
countries, including two from the Soviet 
Union and one from Yugoslavia, win train 
and compete in San Diego waters from Jan- 
uary 1991 to June 1992 for the 28th 
America's Cup. 


^whites Lewis, Burrell win 100m races 


f play under 
^protection 

WELKOM, South Africa, July 
13, (Reuter): A South African 
... riot policeman leaned casually 
: on his automatic rifle as he wat- 
*. died a 1 2-year-old rugby player 
make a powerful run, to the 
cheers of the boy’s classmates 
and doling parents. 

Nearby, fellow members of a 
.. crack riot control unit laid aside 


Dees outruns Jackson in 110 m hurdles 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland, July 
13. (UPI): Two of the world's 
outstanding sprinters, Carl 
Lewis and Leroy Burrell, both of 
the United States, went separate 
ways at the Grand Prix track 
meet here yesterday as each won 
a 100-metre race. 

Burrell, slightly aided by wind, 
clocked a winning time of 10.05 
seconds while Lewis, with a light 
breeze blowing in his face, regis- 
tered .04 seconds more. 


uiet at North-West 


' their weapons to loss a rugby ball 
tpily back and forth. 

All was quiet at North-West 
Sladi um in the Orange Free State 
province mining town of 
: Welkom, venue of a national 
under-13 rugby tournament 
which is the annual highlight of 
the South African primary 
schools’ sporting calendar. 

* But. the security forces were 
taking no chances. A police 
helicopter hovered overhead, 
protecting . the diminutive 
players. 

The event, which continued 
until today, is multi-racial, a sen- 
sitive enough issue in most parts 
of a country tom by apartheid 
but considered a major security 
risk in Welkom, which seethes 
•with racial intolerance. 

Even pre-teenagers, playing 
barefoot on Welkom’s trim 


Boih were slow coming off the 
starting blocks but overpowered 
their competitors in the final 
stretch. 

“I'm quite satisfied with my 
performance,” Lewis said. “I’m 
In good shap. and together with 
Leroy, 1 have the best coach. 
iLeroy has more strength, but 1 
am taller, so Lhai evens out." 

I Lewis dispelled rumours of 
existing problems between the 
two. “We help each other a lot.** 


who have sworn to fight refor- 
, mist President F.W. de Klerk’s 
attempts to end apartheid. 

“Look, out on the pitch we 
' have no problems, the kids don’t 
’ care about their opponents' 
colour. Any trouble would come 
' from the outside,'* said Tobie 
van Rooyen, tournament organ- 
= iser and chairman of the South 
r African Primary Schools’ com- 
mittee. • 

“Schoolboys have nothing to • 
, do with politics. Security forces 
. are here just to make sure," he 
said. 

Of the 30 teams taking part in 
the week-long competition, most 
are made up of white children, 
four are coloured (mixed-race) 
and one, representing the South 
African Schools' Sports Council, 
is racially integrated. 

Weeks before the start of the 
tournament, white vigilante 
groups who are accused of 
serious attacks on blacks in 
Welkom vowed to do whatever it 
took to disrupt the event if non- 
while teams took part. 

The white supremacists, per- 
haps aware of the bad publicity 
they would gain by using 1 2- 
year-olds as political targets, 
later backed off from their har- 
dline position. 

But police have taken the 
earlier threats seriously, mainly 
because of the strong support in 
the town for heavily-armed 
right-wing vigilante groups who 
^wLrol the streets after dark, 
ostensibly to keep the lid on 
spiralling black cri me. 

Anti-apartheid community 
groups say the vigilantes are just 
hoodlums using the patrols as a 
semi-legal excuse to beat up 
innocent blacks. 

Welkom's siege mentality 
erupted into violence when two 
blacks were shot dead, and then a 
i white mining official and a pas- 
ser-by were hacked to death in i 
May by a crowd of black miners. I 



Lewis after winning his race. (Reuter wirepholo) 


he insisted, adding that he is 
planning to run the 100 metres 
again in Oslo and compete in Lhe 
long jump at the Barcelona meet. 

In a photo finish, US hurdler 
Tony Dees won his first major 
race with an edge of only .01 
seconds over Britain's Colin 
Jackson. European record hol- 
der. Dees was limed in 13.91 
seconds in the 1 10 met res hurdles 
event. 

East Germany's 26-year-old 
world champion Heike Drech- 
sler proved she had not lost her 
abilities during a one-year layoff 
due to a pregnancy as she won the 
broad jump in 7.19 metres, this 
season's second-best perfor- 
mance. 

Other highlights included 
world seasonal besls by 
American Sandra Farmer 
Patrick with 54.46 in the 
women's 400 metres hurdles, by 
her countryman Danny Harris 
with 47.51 in the men’s 400 
metres hurdles and by Soviet 
hammer thrower Igor Nikulin 
with 84.48 metres. 

Although South Africa’s Myr- 
tle Bothnia had been even faster 
than Farmer Paine this season, 
her reported time of 53.65 
seconds was never recognised by 
the IAAF due to a boycott of 
South African athletes. 

In the 3,000 metres steeple 
race, Olympic champion Julius 
Kariuki of Kenya, ’who had set 
the year's fastest mark just two 
days earlier in Nizza, held off a 
strong challenge by runner-up 
Graeme Fell of Canada while 
Kenyan world record holder 


Peter Koech finished further 
down in the field. 

Harris, a long-time rival of 
Edwin Moses, stayed under Lhe 
48 second mark for the fourth 
time this season as he bettered his 
own seasonal best time by .13 
seconds. No other hurdler had 
broken the 48 second barrier so 
farm 1990. 

“It felt great, with 15.000 spec- 
tators cheering me on. 1 couldn't 
let them down." said Harris, 
adding, “I feel I have it in me to 
run even faster. I expect to better 
my lime at my next try in Bar- 
celona." 

■ Putting (he US Olympic Com- 
mittee in charge of drug testing 
for all US sports will produce a 
more efficient and cost-effective 
system. Olympic gold medalist 
Edwin Moses said yesterday. 

The governing bodies of each 
sport are now responsible for tes- 
ting their own athletes, resulting 
in widely disparate programmes. 

Moses, a two-time Olympic 
gold medallist in hurdles who 
heads the USOC's drug control 
committee, said many national 
governing boards don't have the 
staff or money to run drug testing 
programmes. . 

Others, such as the Athletics 
Congress (TAC) which governs 
track and field, have long-establ- 
ished programmes with large 
budgets. 

“A lot of sports can't even 
afford to think about a drug 
programme," he said. “Tradk 
and field spends more on drug 
testing than some NGBs 
(national governing boards) 


have as their gross national 
product.” 

Despite those expenditures, 
the TAC has been criticized 
recently for running sloppy and 
selective drug-testing proce- 
dures. To head off that criticism, 
executive director Olan Cassell 
has asked the USOC to assure 
TACs drug testing respon- 
sibilities. 

USOC president Robert Hel- 
mick said earlier this week that 
his organisation would take over 
those chores and sponsor year- 
round drug testing programmes 
for any sport which requests it. 

“It'll work," Helmick said at 
the sports festival. “There’s no 
need for track and field or any 
other sport to have to do this 
when it can be done by one 
group." 

Phil Henson, in charge of the 
track competition at the Olympic 
festival, said turning the TACs 
drug testing over to the USOC 
should help restore public con- 
fidence in those tests. 

Henson also said all athletes 
are likely to be subjected to test- 
ing under a USOC-run 
programme. To reduce the 
expenses, the TAC generally had 
exempted athletes who live more 
than 75 miles from a testing site. 

“There was some speculation 
that some athletes might choose 
to live a certain place because of 
the location," Henson said. 

Moses said he doesn't 
anticipate resistance to a USOC- 
run drug programme, although 
he's not sure when it will begin. 



Gooch’s 144 fails to stop Hampshire sjieiiordout 


LONDON, July 13. (Reuter): 
England cricket captain Graham ■ 
Gooch hit a magnificent 144 for 
his county Essex but still finished 
on the losing side on Wednesday 
as Hampshire produced a 
record-breaking batting perfor- 
mance to win a place in the Nat- 
West Trophy quarterfinals. 

Gooch’s century, his J 1th of 
the summer, helped Essex to a 
mammoth total of 307 for six off 
their allotted 60 overs but Hamp- 
shire, held together by opener 
Chris Smith who made 106, rea- 
ched the final ball with the scores 
tied. Skipper Mark Nicholas 
blocked the final delivery and his 
side were declared winners by 
virtue of losing .fewer wickets. 

It was the highest total made 
by a side batting second and win- 
ning since the 60-overs competi- 
tion began in 1963. 

Yorkshire openers Martyn 
Moxon and Ashley Metcalfe 
shared a competition-best first- 
wicket stand of 242 as they 
steered Yorkshire to a 10-wicket 
success over holders Warwick- 
shire. 

Middlesex batsmen Keitb 
Brown and Mark Ramprakash 
also hit a century apiece to out- 
pace London neighbours Surrey. 
Chasing Surrey's 288 for eight, 
Middelsex edged home with two 
balls to spare. 

- Lancashire squeezed to a 
three-wicket win over Derby- 
shire with four balls to spare with 
England’s Mike Atherton mak- 
ing 55. Derbyshire totalled 241 
despite losing their last five wick- 



'£ if!.. . 






Graham Gooch 

ets for just two runs. 

Worcestershire opener Martin 
Weston bravely steered Worces- 
tershire to a runaway seven- 
wicket win over Somerset, mak- 
ing 98 despite being struck a 
painful blow under the heart 
midway through his innings. 

Fellow opener Tim Curtis hit 
112 as Worcestershire cruised 
past their target of 284 with 16 
balls to spare. 

West Indian pacemen Court- 
ney Walsh took six for 21 to bowl 
Gloucestershire to a six wicket 
win over Kent, while a hard-hit- 
ting 101 from in-form all-roun- 
der David Capel gave Northam- 
ptonshire a 24-run win over Not- 
tinghamshire. 

Viv Richards steered Glamor- 
gan to a 34-run victory over Sus- 
ses with an unbeaten 74 from just 
50 balls. 


Chris Smith 

Results 

At Bristol: Gloucestershire 
beat Kent by six wickets. Kent 
181 for nine innings closed 
(T.Ward 47; C Walsh six for 21 ). 
Gloucestershire 182 for four in 
48.3 overs (P.Bainbridge 56 not 
out, A.Wrighl 45). 

At Derbyshire: Lancashire 
beat Derbyshire by three wick- 
ets. Derbyshire 241 in 56.5 overs 
(J-Morris 74. K. Barnett 59; 
Wasim Akraro Four for 34). Lan- 
cashire 242 for seven' in 59.2 
overs (M Atherton 55, G. Men- 
dis 42; D. Malcolm three for 54). 

At Headingley: Yorkshire 
beat Waiwickshire by 10 wick- 
ets. Warwickshire 241 for nine 
dosed ( Asif Din 58, T.Moody 5 1 ; 
P. Carrick three for 26). York- 
shire 242 for no wicket in 55 over 
(A. Metcalfe 127 not out. 


Martin Weston 

M. Moxon 107 not out). 

At Taunton: Worcestershire 
beat Somerset for seven wickets. 
Somerset 283 lor five innings 
closed (C. Tavare 99 not out, 
A.Hayhurst 46, J.Cook 45). 
Worcestershire 284 three in 57.2 
overs (T.Curtis 112, M. Weston 
98, D.D’Oliveira 51 not out). 

At Cardiff: Glamorgan beat 
Sussex by 34 runs. Glamorgan 
283 for five innings dosed (V. Ri- 
chards 74 not out, H.Morris 58). 
Sussex 249in 55.5overs(A.Wells 
85, P.Parker 83, N.Lenham 47; 
S.Watiun three for 18). 

At Northampton: Northamp- 
tonshire beat Nottinghamshire 
by 24 runs. Northamptonshire 
274 for six innings closed 
(D.Capel 101,A.Lamb6I). Not- 
tinghamshire 250 in 57.1 overs 
(T. Robinson 61, D.Randali 56, 
P Johnson 48). 


Stewart sets sights on British Open crown 



GLENEAGLES. Scotland, July 
13, (Reuter): Flamboyant 

American Payne Stewart has his 
sights firmly set on winning the 
British Open golf title at St 
Andrews next week. 

Already the holder of the US 
PGA title, the 33-year-old 
Stewart, well-known for his 
fashionable appearance, hopes 
to put a second major feather in 
hiscolouiful cap. 

“Winning the PGA was 
spedal because it was my first 
major title. But winning the Brit- 
ish Open would be spedal. too,” 
Stewart said oh Wednesday. 

Playing 

“It is the original major in the 
original home of golf.” 

To boost his chances, Stewart 


is playing in this week’s Scottish 
Open at Glenea^les, a step he has 
taken before. He opened with a 


Stewart: seeks another major title 


one-under-par 70 on a day of 
strong winds after taking a dou- 
ble bogey six at the third hole. 

“I’ve really enjoyed doing this. 
It gives you a feel for the type of 
golf you have to play in Scotland. 

“1 don’t think I’d be giving 
myself much of a chance next 
week if I didn’t play this week. 
You get over the jet-lag and get 
used to the time zone while 


you’re playing here.” 

Stewart played the first round 
on Wednesday clad in the blue 
and yellow colours of the Los 
Angeles Rams of the National 
Football League (NFL), whom 
he represents on tour. 

He has outfits, all including his 
sporty plus’ fours, in the colours 
of all the 28 NFL teams and will 
wear a different one every day 
while he is in Scotland. 

Stewart has blossomed over 
the past year and can arguably be 
called his country's top golfer 
since recently moving above 
Curtis Strange into fourth place 
od the world ranking Kst. 

He has won Lhe Heritage and 
Byron Nelson Classic tour- 
naments on the Tour this year 
and his earnings of more than 
$750,000 puts him second on the 
money list. 

“But I’m not sure the rankings 
mean that much,” he said. "I 
know they give a yardstick but 
I’m not certain you can really say 
who has been the best over the 
past three years.” 

Stewart, a member of the US 
Ryder Cup team that drew with 
Europe last year — - enabling the 
Europeans to retain the trophy 
— missed the cut atthe US Open 


last month. 

“I thought my game was good 
going into the event, but that’s 
the fanny thing about golf,” be 
said. 

Stewart, who lives in Orlando, 
Florida, said he discovered his 
alignment was slightly off at the 
Open and he has since taken steps 
to rectify the problem. 

His knowledge of St Andrews 
is limited to the 1 984 open there, 
when be missed the cut for the 
final round. 

Remember ‘ 

“I missed out by a shoL I don’t 
remember much about the 
course, but I remember the 17th 
hole there (the “road hole”) is the 
toughest hole in the world to 
make a birdie on. 

“Playing Gleneagles should be 
good preparation for St 
Andrews,” he said. “You have to 
hit the same kind of bump-and- 
run shots you will need there. 

“I’m happy with my game 
right now. i hit a lot of good shots 
today. 

“When this tournament fini- 
shes, 111 spend Monday, Tues- 
day and Wednesday learning 
about St Andrews. That should 
be enough. I hope.” 


of squad for 
first Test 

WELLINGTON, July 13, 
(Reuter): All Blacks captain 
Wayne Shelford was a shock 
omission from the All Black 
team announced yesterday to 
play Australia in the first rugby 
union Test on July 21 . 

New Zealand Rugby Union 
chairman Eddie Tonks said Shel- 
ford was not considered because 
of a “niggling knee injury" but 
Shelford played for his North 
Harbour Union on Wednesday. 

Shelford declined to comment. 

Shelford, who took over the 
captaincy from David Kirk after 
the All Blacks won the World 
Cup in 1987 and has never led a 
losing side, will be replaced as 
captain by veteran lock Gary 
Whetton. Zinzan Brooke 
replaces Shelford at number 
eight 

The selectors were forced to 
make one other change from the 
side which last month completed 
a two Test series win over 
Scotland — centre Craig Xnnes 
replaces Joe Stanley who was 
unavailable because of a chest 
infection. 

Australia and New Zealand 
will play two additional Test 
matches on Aug 4 at Auckland 
and Aug 18 at Wellington. Aus- 
tralia will play a tuneup match 
tomorrow against the Auckland 
provincial club, having lost Wed- 
nesday's opener of the 1 2-match 
New Zealand tour to a Waikato 
side. ^ 

The New Zealand team for the 
first Test match: Kieran 
Crowley, John Kirwan, Craig 
Junes, TeiTy Wright, Walter Lit- 
tle, Grant Fox, Graeme Bacbop, 
Zinzan Brooke, Mike Brewer, 
lan Jones, Gary Whetton (cap- 
tain), Alan Whetton, Richard 
Loe, Sean Fitzpatrick, Steve 
McDowell; Reserves: Bernie 
McCahill, Paul McGaban, 
Simon Mannix, Steve Gordon, 
Graham Purvis, Kevin Schuler. 


Danny Hams m action in the JQOm hurdles tReuier wirepholo) 

King’s credibility 
attacked in court 


NEW YORK. July 13, (AP): 
Promoter Don King's 
credibility was attacked Wed- 
nesday in a US District Court 
session marked by sharp 
exchanges and humour. 

Ki ng con lends he was in the 
process of setting up a 
rematch when he called for 
justice after James “Buster" 
Douglas upset undisputed 
heavyweight champion Mike 
Tyson in Tokyo. 

Douglasand manager John 
Johnson contend King was 
trying to get the result rever- 
sed. 

If he was setting up a 
rematch, why did he deny it at 
a Feb 13 news conference in 
New York, King was asked. 

. “That was something I told 
the press." King said. 

“You lied to the press,” 
said Stanley Hunterton, 
attorney for Douglas and 
Johnson, who have sued King 
for breach of contract in 
federal court at Nevada. 

“Yes," replied King, who is 
suing Douglas and Johnson 
for breach of contract and the 
Mirage Hotel-Casino in Las 
Vegas for tortuous inter- 
ference for allegedly inducing 
Douglas to break his 
promotional contract with 
King. 

The Nevada suit has been 
stayed pending the outcome 


of the New York trial. 

"On today, the 1 1 th. you're 
telling the truth," Hunterton 
asked. 

“I'm under oath.” King 
replied. 

John Sharer, attorney for 
the Mirage, also questioned 
King about not mentioning a 
rematch at the New York 
news conference. 

During the cross-examina- 
tion, King took every oppor- 
tunity to take verbal shots at 
Steve Wynn, the owner of the 
Mirage, who signed Douglas 
for two fights fora total of $60 
million if the new champion 
can get out of his agreement 
with King. 

The strongest card played 
by the defense so far appears 
to be an audio tape of a news 
conference about an hour 
after Douglas' iOth-round 
knockout of Tyson. 

King says he protested a 
long count after Douglas was 
knocked down in the eighth 
round, but that he made no 
protest after the fight and 
only wanted to create con- 
troversy to force a rematch. 

On the tape. King is heard 
to say, “there's an injustice 
here if it holds that Mike 
Tyson is knocked out.” 

King said he meant that it 
would be an injustice if there 
was no rematch. 


Williams sets record 

MINNEAPOLIS, July 1 3. ( AP): Schowanda Williams stepped off the 
plane and into the US Olympic Festival record books yesterday by 
running the 400-meLre hurdles in 55.57 seconds. 

That time broke the meet's record of 55.63, posted in 1987 by 
Latanya Sheffield of El Cajon, California. 

The feat was even more remarkable because Williams arrived in 
Minneapolis only 3 1-2 hours before her race. 

“Everything was smooth except I was a little tired a L the end because I 
just got here," said Williams, a former Louisiana state runner who won 
the 1988 NCAA and the Athletics Congress championships in her 
event. 

In medal games in baseball, the East won the bronze medal with a 7-3 
victory over the South, behind three hits and four RBIs from Scott 
Bartucca of Phelps. New York. 

In women's 3-metre diving preliminaries, Krista Wilson of Laguna 
Hills, California, moved past 1988 Olympian Wendy Luoero in the 
seventh round to win. 

Wilson is one of the nation's holiest 3-rhetre divers, coming off 
victories in the US Championships and NCAA diving meet. But it was 
her fii st preliminary-round victory. 

“In the finals, divers go in Lhe reverse order of finish and I think that 
helps," Wilson said. “I’ve never been in a position where I’ve gotten to 
go last before." 

Lucero, the 1987 and 1989 festival champion from Aurora, 
Colorado, led until the seventh round, finishing with 453.90 points to 
Wilson's 463.59. 

The top 12 divers advanced to tomorrow’s finals. 

Men’s gymnastics was scheduled to resume last night with the all- 
around and leam competition. Men's preliminary 3-mcirc diving also 
was scheduled. — ■ 
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Rugby tour 


Argentine Ruqby Union president Carlos Tozri (2nd right) listens white England rugby leam delegation chief GeH Cooke 
(2nd left) speaks during a press coherence in Buenos Aires on Wednesday. The English team start their tour ol Argentina 

today I Reuler wirepholo) 
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Indian batsmen hammer Minor Counties 


TROWBRIDGE, England. July 13, 
(Reuter): Captain Mohammed 

Azharrudin and all-rounder Ravi Shastri 
hit rapid centuries as India hammered 
the MinorCouolies bowlers into submis- 
sion on the second day of their three-day 
fixture yesterday. 


making 105 as Iadia raced to 512 for six 
declared in reply to the Minor Counties' 
first innings total of 293 for nine 
declared. 


Azharrudin and Sbasiri both flouri- 
shed in perfect halting conditions, each 


Kapil Dev hit four sixes in a cavalier 47 
and there were half-centuries for Sachin 
Tendulkarand Worker! Raman as all the 
Indian batsman exposed the limitations 
of their part-time opponents. 


Scoreboard 

MINOR COUNTIES first innings 293 for nine 
declared (G Brown 103, M. Roberts 85. A. 
Kumblesu for 49) 

INDIA first innings (overnight 24-0) 

R Shastn b Evans 105 

W Raman C Greensword b Arnold 55 

S Manjrekar run oul 40 

M. A zharuddinc Arnold b Taylor 105 

Kac»l Dev c Arnold b Evans „ 47 

S Tendulkar ibw b Brown 65 


N. Mongia not oul 43 

V. Raju not out 33 

Extras (b-5 lb-4 w-3 nb-7) 19 

Total (for six wickets declared) 512 

Fall of wickets: 1-102 2-2Qf 3-238 4-312 5- 
4266-449 

Did not bac S. Sharma. A. Wassan. A. Kum- 
ble • 

Bowfing. Taylor 23-2-87-1 , Arnold 28-6-1 13- 
1. Evans 28-M47-2, Thomas 15-1-65-0. 
Greensword 19-6-52-0. Brown 9-1 -39-1 . 
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Maradona sued 

BUENOS AIRES. July 13. IUPI): 
Retired Argentine soccer player Jose 
Francisco Sanfilippo Wednesday 
sued the national team's World Cup 
captain Diego Maradona for libel in 
an apparent dispute over who was 
the greatest player of all limes. “This 
boy (Maradona) called me a traitor 
because I said that Pclc (the former 
Brazilian superstar) was a more 
rounded player than he was." San- 
fifippo said after leaving the courth- 
ouse where he filed his complaint, in 
which he asked six months imprison- 
ment for the Argentine player and a 
ban on his leaving the country. 

Minnesota’s bid 

ST PAUL. Minnesota. July I3.(AP): 
Gov. Rudy Pcrpich says he has asked 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev 
to support the state of Minnesota's 
bid to host the Goodwill Games in 

1998. 

Detroit coach 

DETROIT. July 13. (AP): Detroit 
Red Wings coach Jacques Demers 
was to be fired today and will be 
replaced by former Washington 
Capitals coach Bryan Murray, 
according to a published report. 

NHL defenseman 

ST LOUIS. Missouri. July 13. (AP): 
The St Louis Blues signed free-agent 
Scott Stevens early this morning after 
the Washington Capitals opted not 
to match an offer sheet that will make 
him the National Hockey League's 
highest-paid defenseman. 

Title fight 

PERUGIA, Italy. July 13. (AP): Ita- 
ly's Gianfranco Rosi will put his IBF 
junior middleweight title at stake 
against US challenger Darren van 
Home on July 21. Italian match- 
maker Renzo Spagnoli announced 
today. The title fight will be held in 
the Sports Palace of Marino, near 
Rome. 

Hockey star 

PITTSBURGH. Fensyl vania. July 
1 3. ( Reuter): Pittsburgh Penguins ice 
hockey star Marino Lemieux under- 
went successful surgery on his back 
on Wednesday and should be ready 
to play in the opening game of the 
season, doctors reported. 

Draft pick 

EAST RUTHERFORD. New Jer- 
sey. July 13. (AP): Top NBA draft 

R ick Derrick Coleman will play for 
lew Jersey provided the Nets offer 
him a good contract and a foreign 
team doesn't make him an offer too 
od to refuse, his attorney said 
ednesdav. 
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Fifth defense 

LAS VEGAS. July I3.IAP): Michael 
Nunn will make the fifth defense of 
his IBF middleweight tide this fall 
against former champion Donald 
Curry in Paris, promoter Bob Arum 
said Wednesday. The fight, 
scheduled for Oct 18. is a mandatory 
defense by Nunn against Curry, the 
International Boxing Federation's 
top-ranked contender. 

Record holder 

LINZ. Austria. July 13. (UPI): 
Roger Kingdom, world record hol- 
der over 1 10m hurdles will compete 
at the third annual Linzcr 'Gugl' 
international track and field meeting 
August 22. organisers confirmed 
Wednesday. Kingdom iomed Javier 
Sotomavor. Renaldo Nehemiahand 
Anna Fidelina Quirot as confirmed 


entries. A 'middle range' sports car 
hlew 


has been offered to the athletes as a 
world record incentive. 


'Snow leopard’ 

VIENNA. July 13. (UPI): Austria's 
foremost mountain climber-adven- 
turer Thomas Bubcndorfcr aims to 
be a ‘Snow leopard* by the end of the 
summer, he announced Wednesday. 
Gaining the title means climbing five 
mountains o'er 7.000 metres and be 
back in one piece before the fall. 

German coach 

KITZ8UEHEL. Austria. July 13. 
( UPI l: Franz Beckenbauer, coach of 
the 1990 World Cup winner West 
Germany, returned to his residence 
here in central Austria Wednesday 
and plans to address his attention to a 
smaller white ball in the aftermath of 
the World Cup. The man who led 
West Germany to victory both as 
captain in 1 974 and as coach. Sunday 
will relax with his wife Sybille at a 
mountain 'Aim.' retreat and play a 
little golf. 


$1 million transfer 

LONDON. July 13. (UPI): English 
Firsi Division soccer club Manche- 
ster City yesterday completed the SI 
million transfer of highly-rated 
goalkeeper Tony Colon from Second 
Division club Watford. The 29-year- 
old played under England manager- 
elect Graham Taylor during the lat- 
ter's time in charge at Watford, and 
he feels that the move to Manchester 
City may lead to callup to the English 
national squad. 

Zambia accused 

HARARE. Zimbabwe. July 13. 
(AP): Zimbabwe accused Zambia of 
cheating in a soccer tournament and 
asked Africa's top soccer body to 
make a ruling on the dispute, soccer 
officials said today. Zimbabwe Foot- 
ball Association chairman Nelson 
Chirwa said members of an under- 1 7 
Zambian squad were believed to 
have faked their ages. 




Published bys 
Car Al-Seyassah 


Filippini stuns Wilander 


Navratilova bad influence: Court 


BASTAD. Sweden. July 13, 
(Agencies): Mats Wilander's ten- 
nis comeback suffered a setback 
yesterday when he was beaten by 
Marcelo Filippini of Uruguay 6- 
2 3-6 7-6 (7-4) in the second 
round of the Swedish Open. 

Filippini took the tiebreaker 
after several unforced errors by 
Wilander, who was ranked No. 1 


in the world before slipping and 
thi 


then taking a five-month break. 

“1 got awfully tired toward the 
end of the match." Wilander 


said. "I missed a lot of easy 
shots." 

Filippini is a clay court special- 
ist who won his first singles title 
here in 1988. The victory moved 
him into the quarterfinals, where 
he will face Aki Rahunen of Fin- 
land. 

Rahunen. seeded No. S and 
one of the most improved players 
on the tour last year, earlier beat 
NicklasKulti 6-4. 6-0. 

The 25-year-old Wilander. 
whose seven Grand Slam titles in 



the 1980s were only matched by 
Ivan Lendl, was ranked No. I in 
the world for a few months after 
winning the US Open in 1 988. He 
also captured the Australian and 
French Open titles that year. 

With Wilander's departure, 
the tournament has lost its No. 1 
and 2 seeds. Top-seed Guillermo 
Perez Roldan of Argentina was 
upset Wednesday by Swede Lars 
Jons son in three sets. 

In other second-round mat- 
ches, No. 4 seed Richards From- 
berg of Australia beat Nicklas 
Utgren of Sweden 6-7, 7-6, 6-3. 
Fromberg will play Diego Perez 
of Uruguay in the quarterfinals. 
Perez scored an easy 6-2 6-3 vic- 
tory over Magnus Nilsson of 
Sweden in the only other second- 
round match yesterday. 


“Navratilova is one of the 
world's greatest exponents of 
tennis, but her high profile 
ensured many teenage players 
knew about her private life,” 
Court said. “It is very sad for 
children to be exposed to 
(homosexuality)." 

Court, a devout Christian, 
said some players had been led 
into homosexuality by other sen- 
ior players. She said she believed 
Navratilova was influenced into 
a gay lifestyle during her early 
years on the circuit. 

Court said many players were 





accompanied to tournaments by 
their families u 


In the women's singles, Csilla 
tdu 


Bart os of Switzerland upset for- 
mer champion and No. 2 seed 
Catarina Lindqvist of Sweden 3- 
6, 6-2 6-4 to reach today's quar- 
terfinals. 


Wilander leaves the court alter his defeal 


Also advancing were Sabine 
Hack ofWest Germany, a 6-3 6-3 
winner over Nanne D ahlm an of 
Finland, and Sandra Dopfer of 
Austria, who routed Cecilia 
Dahlman of Sweden 6-1, 6-1. 

■ Former tennis great Margaret 
Court attacked Wimbledon 
champion Martina Navratilova 
for her sexual preference Wed- 
nesday and said young tennis 
players are being led into 
homosexuality by senior stars. 

Court, 47, winner of 25 Grand 
Slam titles, including three Wim- 
bledon crowns, said on a Perth 
radio station that Navratilova's 
admitted bisexuality was a poor 
example for young players. 


in an attempt to 

keep them away from lesbians in 
world tennis. 

“If I had a daughter on tbe 
circuit I’d want to be there,” she 
said. 

Court refused to name any 
players she knew to be lesbians. 
■ Jakob Hlasek of Switzerland 
upset seco ad- seeded American 
Jay Berger 6-2 6-1 yesterday in 
the first round of the Gunze 
world tennis tournament. 

Hlasek. firing five aces arid hit- 
ting 66.8 per cent of his first 
serves, needed just 67 minutes to 
beat Berger, the world's ! Out- 


ranked player, on the artificial 
court of the O 


Osaka P refect ural 

Gym in western Japan. 

Berger double faulted six times 
and put in just 50.7 percent of his 
first serves. 

In a women’s singles first 
round match, Ann Grossman of 
the United States, taking advan- 
tage of Spaniard Conchita Mar- 
tinez's nine double faults, beat 
the world's 10th- ranked woman 
player 6-0. 6-4. 


Capriati gets star treatment 


CONWAY, New Hampshire. July 1 3. 1 AP): It was a 
greeting fit fora movie star: adoring fans, autograph 
seekers, plenty of reporters and even Gov. Judd 
Gregg. But the recipient of all the adulation was a 


14-year-old who says she’s just a normal teenager. 


Jennifer Capriati, a professional for all of five 
months but already ranked 1 3lh in the world, got the 
star treatment yesterday, when she arrived in New 
Hampshire for the Mount Cranmore International 
Women’s Tennis Championships. It's her first 
appearance since her fourth-round loss at Wim- 
bledon two weeks ago. 

”1 took a couple of days off. 1 just really relaxed," 
she said. 


play on centre court, and I even had to curtsy to the 
queen, er. princess," she said. 

Capriati, who was eliminated by top-ranked 
Steffi Graf in straight sets on centre court, called the 
match the highlight of her five-month professional 


career. 


Bui, she said the match also showed her that she's 
still a step below the world's top players, even 
though many observers, including Evert, have ran- 
ked her alongside Graf, Martina Navratilova and 
Monica Seles. 


Capriati, the youngest player to win a women's 
match at Wimbledon, called the sport's most pres- 


*Tve played Steffi, Monica, Gabby (Gabriela 
Sabatini) and Martina, and I haven't really come 
close to beating them,” she said. "I think I'm just a 
level below them." 


tigious tournament, “a lot of fun.' 

“I thought it was especially cool, because 1 got to 


She said she must improve her serve and improve 
her play at the net to reach the top. 


Two-way tie 


DULUTH, Georgia, July 13, 
Patty 


(AP): Jane Geddes and 
Sheehan posted the best first- 
round scores in US Women's 
Open history to share the lead, 
with 6- under-par 66s on a stormy 
yesterday. 

The two held a two-shot lead 
over Nancy Lopez, who is look- 
ing to include this national title 
among her 42 career victories. 


Prost. wants to make »t three in a row 


Patrese celebrates 200th race 


Prost chases GP hat-trick 


Play on tbe 6,298-yard River- 
side course of the Atlanta Ath- 
letic Club was suspended twice 
by rain and lightning. Thirty gol- 
fers were still on the course when 
play was suspended at 2340 


SILVERSTONE, England, July 
13. (Reuter): World champion 
Alain Prost will be chasing his 
third successive victory and 
Italian Riccard Patrese will 
celebrate his 200tb Formula One 
motor race in this weekend's 
British Grabd Prix. 

Frenchman Prost, in his first 
season with Ferrari, won in Mex- 
ico three weeks ago and at the 
French Grand Prix last Sunday. 

Another win would almost 
certainly put him on top of the 
drivers' championship standing 
at the halfway point in the 
season. 

Test 

“There is a long way to go and 
it is too early to talk about the 
title,” said Prost after his French 
win. “But we are optimistic 
about Silverstone. Ferrari tested 
very well there a few weeks ago 
and we feel we have a good 
chance in the race.” 

Patrese. in. his I4th year in 
Grand Prix racing, travels to 
Silverstone hoping to maintain 
his record of never having failed 
to qualify for a race and also in 
pursuit of the fourth victory of 
his long career. 

“But, like Prost, his hopes of a 
major celebration on Sunday 
night are likely to be seriously 
threatened by the challenge from 
the McLaren and Benetton 
teams as the leading contenders 
continue to improve their perfor- 
mances in a very open season. 

“I will treat the race just like 
any other,” said Patrese. “It will 
be the same for me as if it was my 
199th or my 201st. I just want to 
keep on enjoying my racing and 
do a good job for the team.” 
Defeats 

McLaren, with championship 
leader Ayrton Senna of Brazil 
and his Austrian team-mate Ger- 
hard Berger still smarting from 


two successive defeats by Prost, 
will be out to redress the balance. 


Senna, however, knows it will 
be tough as this year’s battle for 
honours has been more open and 
competitive than any for years. 

He said: Tm looking forward 
to England. I think my car will 
run well there, but it is going to be 



VILLARD DE LANS, France, 
July 13. (AP): Only a day off in 
the Tour de France today halted 
defending champion Greg 
LeMond's steady rise toward the 
overall lead. 

LeMond appears ready to 
move out. not having to worry 
about his teammate Ronan Pen- 
sec any more. 

Pensee. who belongs to the 
same French team as LeMond. 
held the yellow jersey of the 
leader on Wednesday and yester- 
day. Team strategy, and cycling 
etiquette, required LeMond to 
ride defensively and protect Pen- 
sec. 

LeMond did what was asked 
of him on Wednesday when he 
didn't mount an attack up the 
L'alpe d'Huez climb that could 
have distanced him from Pensee 
— as well as others. 


Bui things changed yesterday. 
Pensee lost the lead when he 
came in just 49th in the 20-mile 
(32-kilometre) individual time 
trial from Fontaine to Villard De 
Lans. a pair of small cities just 
outside Grenoble. 

Gaudio Chiappucd of Italy 
moved inLo the lead overall with 
an eight-place clocking. 
LeMond slipped from third to 
fourth overall, but gained 1 .37 on 
the lead. 

Eric Breukink of the Neth- 
erlands won the stage. 56 seconds 
ahead of LeMond in fifth. Pedro 
Delgado was second behind 
Breukink, about 26 seconds 
ahead of LeMond. 

Breukink moved aboul 30 
seconds ahead of LeMond 
overall and slipped into third. 
Bui LeMond is now just 7.27 


A mechanic works on LeMond's bicycle. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Chiappuci m action during the 12th stage. (Reuter wirephoto) 


behind Chiappucd and has a 
solid chance to defend his title. 

"The race is far from over,” 
LeMond said. “There are still 
another 10 days to go. Seven 
minutes are easily lost in the 
mountains." 


LeMond understands team 
tactics. In 1985, he was on the 
same team as Bernard Hinault, 
who was going for his fifth Tour 
de France tide. LeMond had an 
opportunity to go ahead in that 
race but was held under check by 


team orders. 

Holding back in Wednesday’s 
Uth stage fbr Pensec’s sake, he 
permitted others to also stay 
close. 

“My only regret on Wednes- 
day is that I could have had more 
dme on Delgado because he was 
doing most of the work. And I 
could have had more time on 
Breukink and Chiappucci,” 
LeMond said. 

“That's the way it goes, but 


we're going to race a bit differen- 
tly from now on.” 

LeMond doesn't appear con- 
cerned about the deficit and the 
others ahead of him. 


“I feel good. Chiappucci rode 
away above his level and 1 think 
(Eric) Breukink had an excep- 
tional result,” he said. 


The race now enters its final 
week, with the 1 3th stage 
scheduled for tomorrow. 
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Mansell uses tape lo cover up cigareue advertising on his helmet be* ore 
practice. The advertising of cigarettes is banned on British TV. < Reutfc' 

wirephoto) 


tough and any one ofa number of 
teams could win the race.” 
Silverstone, a high-speed cir- 
cuit set in the rural midlands of 
England, is one of the fastest 
tracks in the world with average 
speeds of more than 250kph set 
by the quickest cars. 

But this year — 40 years after 
hosting the first World Cham- 
pionship Grand Prix in 1950 — 
will be the last that Silverstone 
produces such fast speeds as the 
present circuit is to be heavily 
modified and relaid. 

Instead of the fast, flat curves, 


new sections with dips and 
chicanes are lo be buili. slowing 
down the cars and drama deafly 
reducing the average speed. 

■ Meanwhile. Senna took the 
provisional pole today after the 
first practice session. Berger was 
the second fastest while Nigel 
Mansell, Prost’s teammate on 
the Ferrari team was the third 
quickest. 

Prost finished the day iixth 
fastest behind Riccardo Patrese 
of Italy in a Williams Renault 
and Thierry Bout sen. also in a 
Williams Renault. 


’94 World Cup site 
not being changed 


HAMBURG, West Germany, July 13, (AP): A West German 
newspaper report that the United States will abdicate the 1994 
World Cup soccer tournament to Germany has “no basis in 
fact, the US organising committee said . 
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newspaper report that the United States will abdicate the 1994 
Id Cup «'■>»''**»*■ trtu— — « *— i — i • - 
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5 c °:L LeteUi ? r ' PTOjdent of the World Cup ’94 organising 

ifficial capacity has 


committee, said yesterday that no one in any oi nuiaj tapac 
discussed moving the soccer championships to Germany. 

Leteuier said he spoke with Fifa and German Soccer Federa- 
tion officials in Rome on Tuesday to discuss logistics for the ‘94 
tournament and no mention of a move was made. 

Letellier also pointed out that similar rumours circulated in 
Europe before the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles. 

“In late ‘82 and even ’83 we were hearing stories that thev were 
going to move Olympic soccer to West Germany.” Letellier said 
Germany has become a rumour haven for soccer tour- 
DflTD^DlS. 

lour — 

The mass-circulation Bild newspaper also speculated that the 
tournament will "most probably" be shifted toGermany. 
Elreitner said two of the major US sponsors are backing oul 

^^ omestl ^ ,n,crest j s wel1 below the international level 

,is ’ a ^ >okcHMn for US Soccer Federation also 
denied the newspaper accounL on ' 

■" V ^ hat , we he * r . are merely rumours," Polis said. “It started 
with a column written by a former West German player wtoch 

™no^:' PCCui3t,orl ' is » Wk ‘O k. OT Ml 

Breitner said low television ratings during the tusi-finishrd 

sponsors, Letelliersaid that there has been nomlk I? tW i) rks and 
“Four networks, ABC, CBS TNT and a W ‘ 

expressed interest in bidding on the *am« h |! ve 

not is NBC” he said S games. The only one that has 
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